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eee HERE is no Fallacy more dangerous 
or by which common Underſtandings 
- 1 = are w_ to be aN than 
| oi that Which the Logiciaus call, A Dito ſe 
eee cundum Quid ad Bios ſimplititer ; (i. 4 
When from a Propoſition of acknowledged Truth in 
a reſtcain'd Senſe, a general and unlimited Conclu- 
ſion is inferr d. For in every ſuch Argumentation, 
it cannot be denied, that there is Truth in the Pre- 
' miſſes, and yet when we attend to the Concluſion, 
we find, That contradicted by another Propoſition 
of undoubted Truth: Neither is it poſſible for us 
to diſengage our ſelves from this Perplexity, but by 
aſſigning to each Propoſition ſuch Reſttictions as 
reconcile them to one another. Now, in Queſtions 
where much Abſtraction is to be uſed, the far great- 
er Part of Mankind have neither Application nor 
; Abilicy to diftinguiſh, with ſo much Accuracy, as 
this requires. They generally content themſelves 
with aſſenting to ſuch Propoſitions as they find them 
| ſupported with direct Proofs, without entring into 
the preciſe Diſtinctions and Limitations by which 
they are bounded, Whence it happens, that when- 
ever they are called upon to reconcile one ſuch Pro- 
poſition to another, (which is neceſſary whenever 
+ any thing inconſiſtent with one is inferr'd from the 
other,) they are loſt and bewilder'd in the Difficul- 
ty; their Aſſent is divided between two apparent 
Truths, which not being able to reconcile, they 
can come to no Determination, but by giving up 
that, which, in their Apprebenſion, ſeems to have 
the leſs Evidence, and adhering to that which 
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ſeems to have the greater. And ſince he who of- 
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fers this Fallacy, has it in his Power to repreſent all 
the Arguments that favour the one, and all the Ab- 
ſurdities that attend the Denial of it, and at the ſame 
time to conceal all that might be alledg'd in Proof 
of the other, tis eaſy for him to perſwade them to 
renounce or approve: which he pleaſes. | 

I need not go farther for an Example to illu- 
ſtrate theſe Remarks, than to a Controverſy at this 
time in almoſt every one's Hands, 

That Chriſt, as Head of the Inviſible Church, is 
the ſole Ruler, ſole Teacher, and ſole Law-giver of 
his Diſciples ; and that all Chriſtians, conſider'd in 
that Internal Relation to Him, are equal and undi- 
ſtinguiſned by any Commiſſion or Authority from 
one another, are acknowledged Truths of Chriſtian 

Religion. . | 
hut it is alſo as True, and as Evident, that Chriſt 
has ordain'd his Church to be a wiſible Society, and 

appointed certain Officers, with Authority, to 
Teach, Govern, Correct, and Preferve an External 
Policy and Diſcipline in it : And conſequently, 
that all Chriſtians, as Members of che Y:fible Church, 
are not equal, but rank d into Superiors and Infe- 
riors, and placed in a regular Subordination to one 
another. . | 
Both theſe Articles, when afferte1 under their 
ſeveral Limitations, ' are clearly reconcileable to 
each other; but from either, affirm'd Univerſally, 
and without its proper Reſtriction, there follow g 
Concluſions manifeſtly deſtructive of the other. f 
For if it be univerſally true, that Chriſt is the ſole 
Judge in his Church, it cannot alſo be true, that ſome 
. Chriſtians have Power of Rule and Juriſdiction in 
his Church; and ſo vice verſa. And unleſs the 

Perſon, to whom theſe Propoſitions are thus inde- 
finitely offzr'd, is able to aſſign to each ſuch Re- 
ſtrictions as leave them conſiſtent, they muſt appear 
to bim as contradictory Poſitions, which cannot 
both be true; and his AH at will naturally be de- 
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The PREFACE. v. 
termined to that which has che fortune to appear 


beft Supported: And yer 'tis certain, neither can 
be rejected without great Prejudice to Chriſtia- 


nity. 


I cannot therefore but in general obſerve, how 


nearly it concerns every one who would appear to 


teach theſe Docttrines with an honeft Intention, care» 
fully to expreſs choſe Reſtrictions which may defend 
them from Miſapprehenſions of ſo much Danger 
to Religion, 

Whether the unguarded Manner in which the 


former of theſe Doctrines has been lately aſſerted by 


ſome Authors, was intended by them to miſlead 


Men into Concluſions deſtructive of the viſible Order 
and OEconomy of Chriſt's Church, God only, who 
knous their Hearts, is able certainly to determine. 


; a But when it is affirmed, That Chriſt is the ſole Law- 
— 


giver, ſole Judge of his Subjects; Ii all Points relating 
to the Favour or Diſpleaſure of God; Terms which com- 
prehend all things relating to Religion, and conſe- 


- quently that no Chriſtian has Authority ro be Law- 


arch, | 
Infe - 


One 


their 


e to 


ſally, 
at all; When the Fwriſdi#i of the Church, and the 
other. 


low 


ſole 
ſome 
on in 


giver or Judge over others in ſuch Points; When 
in Aſſertion of theſe and other Propoſitions of the 
ſame Import, all thoſe Proofs, by which the Powers 
neceſſary to the viſible Officers of the Church have 
been uſually ſupported, are expoſed as inconcluſive, 
and all thoſe Scriptures on which they are founded, 
are declared not only to imply no Internal Abſolute 
Authority over the Conſcience, but to imply no Autbority 


Power of Excommunication, always exerciſed in virtue 


| of it, is explained away into a Right which all Chri- 


| ftians bave to avoid open and Scandalous Sinneryg, And at 
the ſame time no expreſs Exception is made in Fa- 
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Re- 
ppear 
1NNOt | 
— de- 
nined 


vour of any one Power claimed by the vi/b/e Officers 
of the Church, and the very Suppoſition. that there 
may be any ſuch, ſo cautiouſly and ambiguouſly 
ſuggeſted, that it appears rather as a Covert for an 
Author to retreat to, than a Direction to his Reader; 
And laftly, when to all theſe preſumptive 3 

oF 6 ances 


5 
5 
7 
Y 
5 
7 


derſtood and argued from in another: And chere- 


ecution in its Effects, whether diſcharged by the 
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ſtances are added ſuch Inſinuations of the Tyranny | | 
of the Clergy, and their Uſurpations upon the Au- 

thority of Chriſt, and the Liberties of their Brechren, 

as tend to extinguiſh all Reverence and ReſpeR to- 
wards them: A very candid and charitable Man 
may. be permitted, to entertain ſome Suſpicions, 
That, ſuch Authors might Intend thoſe Waters 


which their Doctrines ſo manifeſtly ſuggeſt, i 
But however we may be inclined- to excuſe the 
Intention of the Authors, tis certainly a very ten- 
der Qbſeryation upon their Doctrines; That they | 
feem to deny all Authority to the Church, and under pretence 


of exalting the Kingdom of Chriſt, to leave it without any 
wviſivle byman Authority, to Fudge, Cenſure, or dere 
Offenders. We may ſurely be allowed to apprehend, 
that Theſe Doctcines, thus unwarily and ſuſpici- 
ouſly 'deliver'd, may be underſtood in a Senſe which 
may lead Men to ſuch Concluſions as theſe. * 

But the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch Apprehenfions 
can no longer be queftioned, when it appears that 
theſe Doctrines are in Fact ſo underftood ; and that 
all choſe Inferences, which it was fear'd they might 
ſuggeſt, are actually deduced, and profeſſediy de- 
fended from them. When this is apparently the 
Caſe, 'tis to no purpoſe to tell us, That the Doc- 
trines are true in a very important Senſe ; That the 
Authors intended them in that Senſe ; and that no 
one has a Right to Cenſure them in any other: Be- 
cauſe, tis evident, They are not ſo clearly limited 
to their true Senſe, but that They are actually un- 


= ” WY "i. OY as ac Mc ac . _ 


WT * 
E , * 
— 63— 


— ” FU 0 # 5 5.2 TIE Er N 2 — * 8 * 9s ASS — 
4 * a R * " ; * * 2 


2 - vi *. 2 —2— 


fore, whatever we may preſume of the Intentions 
of the Author, we ate às much concern'd to oppole 
him, as if theſe Concluſions were his declared 
Doctrine, ſince the Danger is the ſame, and the Ar- 
row thus ditected will do the ſame Miſchief and Ex- 


Hand of a Friend or an Enemy. It may perhaps 
be thought that the Concluſions which theſe Doctrines 
ſuggeſt, even thus miſtaken and miſapplied, are not 


fo 


The PREFACE. vil. 
ny ſo dangerous to Religion as they are repreſented by 
u- thoſe who oppoſe them. But I think it cannot be 
en, enied, that they immediately affect the Peace and 
to- Diſeipline of the Church; and we cannot but ap- 
flan' prehend the Advantages they may give to the Ene- 
dus, mies of our Religion, when we recollect, that both 
ices _ Papiſts and Sedtariet have, in their turns, labour'd 
| the Subverſion of it by theſe very Principles : And 
the | eſpecially, when we obſerve how ſtudiouſty they 
en, have been contended for by Men, who, we are well 
they aſſuted, believe nothing either of the Viſbie or Invj- 
ence ible Church of Chrift, who could have no other 
any + Ends to ſerve by them but the Deſtruction of Chri- 
iſh ſtianity it ſelf. | 1% 03. 131 
= : Upon the whole, the Danger with which theſe 
ici. Docttines threaten Religion, whenever they are miſ- 
ich applied, is Great and Obvious; the Probability of 
; their being miſapplied cannot be diſputed, fince they 
ons actually are ſo miſapplied; and therefore, under fo 
hat juſt an Apprehenſion of ſo great a Danger, the Go- 
that vernours of the Church, to whoſe Care the Peace, 
ght | Order, and Edification of It is committed, cannot 
de- de thought to make an improper Uſe of their Au- 
the thority, If they call upon the Teachers of theſe 
Yoc- _ Dodarinesto give clear and diſtinct Explications of 
the their Poſicions : That if they have not intended to 
no faxour theſe evil Conſequences, they may profeſſedly 
Be- diſown chem, and prevent their Authority from 
ited 2 being farther abuſed to the Support of them : Oc 


* 


un⸗ if they have intended them, that they no longet 
ere- may have che Advantage of attacking us in Diſguiſe, 
ions but be reduced to open and direct Aſſertions; and 
poſe proper Remedies may be applyed to, to preſerve 


ared | Men from being ſeduced by their Arguments, or in- 
Ar- fluence by their Authority. And every private 
Ex- Chriſtian muſt appear commendably employ'd, who 
the endeavours to aſſiſt Them in'a-Service of ſo much 
haps Charity to his Brethren, and of ſuch Importance co 
ines - thevery Being of the Church of Chrift. 

* The Zeal, with which ou: Venerable Sy nod have 
ſo | n | D op- 


viii. The PREFACE. 

oppoſed themſelves to the preſent: Apprehenſion of 
this Danger, has been ſeconded by many learned 
Ornaments of this Church; and I ſhall eſteem my 
ſelf happy, if any Thing I ſhall offer in the follow- 
ing Papers, may contribute to the Succeſs and In- 
fluence of their Labours. | 

I ſhall not concern my ſelf with any particular 
Authors to whoſe Works the preſent Danger is im- 
puted : But ſince, as Iiobſerved, all the Appearances 
of Reaſon by which they are either impoſed on 
themſelves, or may miſlead other Men, are in ge- 
neral reducible to that Fallacy, which from Prin- 
ciples of unconteſted Truth in a certain Senſe, leads 
Men to infer univerſal and unlimited Concluſions, 
which are evidently falſe ; If we can ſhew that, when 
the Principles they argue from are reſtrained to that 


Senſe in which only they are true, theſe Conclu- ' 


fions cannot be infer'd from them, we may hope to 
apply a general and effe&ual Preſervative againſt 
the Illuſion of this Fallacy. That the Method ob- 
ſerv'd in the following Diſcourſe may appear con- 
ducive to this End, I beg leave to repreſent to the 
Reader the Proceſs of this Fallacy in the Argument 
before us, ſomewhat more diſtinctly. Re 
The Principles which I imagine have been either 
taught or underſtood in too large a Senſe, are 
ſuch as theſe: | £ 

Chrift is the ſole Ruler, ſole Judge, Cc. in his 

Church. ; 
All Members of Chriſt's Church are perfectly 
equal, without any Preheminence or Authori- 

ty in one over another. | | 

Theſe Propoſitions we acknowledge to be tru 
when reftrained to the Inviſible Church, or to the 
Church of Chriſt conſider'd under the Idea or No- 
tion of laviſible; and from them we truly conclude 
That whoever claims any Authority of Rule or Ju- 
riſdiction over Chriſtians, as Members of Chriſt's 
Inviſible Church, uſurps upon the Authority of Chriſt, 
and the Liberties of his Diſciples. But if from theſe 
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The PREFACE, Vii, 


| Propoſitions, which are true only when reſtrain'd 


to the Inviſible Church, it is infer d, That whoever 
exerciſes any Authority of Rule or Juriſdiction over 
Chriſtians, as Members of the V:{i/e Church, u- 
ſurps upon the Authorityof Chriſt, & the Argu- 
ment is fallacious and inconcluſive: And if the 
; Limitations were clearly and diſtinctly expreſs'd in 
each Propoſition, the Inconſequence would be ſo 
manifeſt, that no one, who is capable of reaſoning 
at all, could be impoſed on by it. 
But when that theſe Propoſitions are either 
taught by an Author without any Limitation, 
or the Limitation is ſo obſcurely expreſſed, that 
tis not obſerved by the Reader; He is led in- 
to the Fallacy above · mention d: The Propoſitions 
which he perceives to be true in ſome Senſe, he is 


prevailed on to receive as univerſally true, and 


from them to infer that the Propoſi ions oppoſite 
to theſe are univerſally falſe. This is what we 
; preſume to have happen'd in the preſent Contro- 
verſy. It either has been, or has appear'd to be, 
univerſally affirm'd, that Chriſt is ib: ſole Ruler, &c. 
in his Church ; That a'l Chriſtians are perfectly equal, 
& c; and in this unlimited Senſe, theſe Poſitions 
have appear'd to be recommended by the Autho- 
| rity, and ſupported by the Proofs of the Writer; 
and ſo far as any one has been convinced by them, 
ſo far he has been induced univerſally to reject this 
other great Truth, That Chriſt has appointed certain Of 
* ficers in his Church, with Authority of Rule and Furiſdi- 
| #ion over his Diſciples. 
The Diſtreſs then into which the Mind is brought 
by this Fallacy, is the apparent Neceſſity of aban- 
doning either the one Truth or the other; either of 
denying, that Chriſt has any Authority in his Church, 
or of Denying the whole external Policy of it. 
Now this Diſtreſs can no way fo effectually be reliev- 
ed, as by aſſigning to each Propoſition the juli Li- 
4 mits Within which it is true; and then ſhewing that, 
within theſe Limits, they are perfectly conſiſted with 
| KS b each 
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each other. By this it will be evident that it may 
with equal Truth be affirmed, with reſpect to the 


Inviſible Church, That no Chriftian hath Authority 


. 

„ 
* 
+ 
. 
| 


over another, and with reſpect to the Viſible, That 


Chriſt has appointed ſome to Rule over others ;-and 
that one of theſe Propoſitions, when reſtrained to 


its proper Subject, does not in the leaſt claſh or in- 


terfere with the other. | 
This is what is intended in the following Diſ- 
courſe ; in which I ſhall diſtinctly conſider the 
Church of Chriſt under two Idea's of Viſible and 
Inviſible ; and endeavour to ſhew what is, and ought 
to be affirm'd of it under either. And when the 
Ailertions concerning each are reduced within their 
proper Reſtrictions, I hope they will appear perfect- 
ly conſiſtent and agreeable to each other. 
I aſſure my ſelf, If this Deſign were executed with 
a Sufficiency equal to the Importance of it, it 
would effectually put an end to this Controverſy, 
Men would be delivered from thoſe Perplexities, in 
which a Confuſion of theſe Idea's have been found 
to intangle them: The Powers claimed to the Viſi- 
ble Officers of Chriſt's Church would be cleared 
from thoſe Reproaches with which they have been 
been charged, as inconſiſtent with the Supremacy 
of Chriſt : The Errors, into which many weak 
Men have been driven by the Terror of this Ab- 
ſurdity, would be corrected ; and the Triumphs of 
thoſe Enemies of our Religion, who have promiſed 


themſelves ſo much Advantage from the Succeſs of 


this Fallacy, be intirely defeated. 


A ſincere Deſire to promote theſe good Ends, 6 
has inclined me to offer theſe Papers to the Publick. 
I have the Satisfaction to hope, that nothing is af- £ 


a 
Ct 


firm'd in them, but what is agreeable to the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, as taught by the Church of Eng- 
and: But if I ſhall appear miſtaken in any Notion, 


that Authority, which I aſſert to the Governours of Cl 
the Church, I am prepared to ſubmit to, my ſelf, 


with the Humilicy which becomes an Obedient 


) 
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4 888989 HE Church of Chriſt in the largeſt 


15 Extent of that Idea, comprehends the 
and I wo whole (a) Family of God in Heaven 
12 - Earth ; as well the 3 Spirits of 

$75 + juſt Men made perfect in Heaven; as 

83 . the Congregation of thoſe who are (b). 


f the called by his Name on Earth: Bat I hall 
cy 5 preſent conſider it in a Senſe reſtrain d to that 


88 Part of this Society which is here Militant on - 
, and Parth _ a eee 
iſible This has been diſtinguiſhed into Chrift's Inwi/ble 
10-7 and his Viſble Church. The former is called in 


= Scripture, (b) The Church of the Firſt-born, which are 
ce able Written in Heaven; (e) The Church without Spot or 
eh is Wrinkle, &c. To the latter belong choſe Deſeripti- 

116 Ons, (d) And be hath ſet ſome in the Church, firſt Apo- 
ch, is Fes, ſecondarily Propbets, And in another Place, Same 
120 (e) Evangelifls, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the Per- 
l fecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniftry, for 

be Edifying of the Body of Chriſt. | 


- 


0 


Not that theſe Terms repreſent to us two, Soci- 


-NCCS gries, for then, contrary to an Article of our Creed, 


; the hriſt would have two diſtin& Churches. They re- 
is Preſent one Catholick Church, one Society, cf which 
iety.. | hrift is Head : But the Mind conſidering this 


Society in different Reſpects, diftinguiſhes it under 
123 theſe two Ideas of Vifible and Inviſible, With regard 
enying do, that inward Communion, which this Society hath 

126 With Chriſt the Head, which cannot be diſcern'd 
' theſe —— | | * 4 

132 | (a) Eph. iii. 15. (3553 . 

| 60 ; Cor. xii. 18 @ Eph. po 9 6 
O- 5 by 
i 


$ * 
. \ 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 
by Men, it is called his Inviſible Church, And with 
regard to its External Profeſſion of Chriſtian, Faith, 


its Participation in ſuch Ordinances, and Obſer- » 
vance of fuch Diſcipline as He hath- appointed for 


the outward Order and Government of this Soci- 


ety,/At if gallgd bis ble | Church, And agreeably, 
th n this Society, conſider'd as united to # 


_ Chriſt by Faith and Love, and to one another by 


internal Charity, are called. Members of bis hnuiſible » 


Church: And when conſider'd as incorporated in 


that External Policy, which He hath ordain'd, The 


ſame Perſons are called Members of his Viſble Church. 
„Not that 'every, one who is a 
fille Chirch, is alfo a Member of the Inviſible; nei- 


ther is every one who is ſeparated from the Commu- 
nion of the, Viſible Church, cut off from his Internal 


Union with Chrift : But it is evident, that the ſame 
Perſons . may. be, and actually are, both internally 
United to Chrift, 


the fame Pefſons, as conſider d in different Reſ- 
pects, are Members of the Inviſible and Viſible Church 
ef brit“ inn neee 193: wits WH | 


* x 6 


"This Diſſinction hath in ſome Diſputes been uſed | 
in another Senſe, to ſignify the different States of 


the Church, of Chriſt. When the Church is per- 


mitted to exerciſe its publick Offices, and a& 'as a. * 
Viſible 8185 tis ſaid to be Viſible. When by Per- 


ſecution or Diſperſion the Church is made unca- 
pable of Aﬀecbling it ſelf together, or Adminiſtring 


any external Polity, it is called Inviſible. But this * 


is 4 Senſe wholly foreign to the Debgn of theſe Pa- 
pers. In the: former Senſe theſe Terms are taken 
in the preſent Inquiry, in which it is propoſed, 


T Diſtinctly to conſider what we affirm. of the 


Church, (i. e.) of Chrift as Head, or his Diſciples as 
Members -of-it, under one of theſe Denominarions, 
and. what under the other. 


* ” 
\- 


And 


United to Chrift, and external incorporated in tie 


7 
4, 


- 
=» 
Ny 
"7's 


one who is a Member of the i- 


ff IN FRODUCAION & 
aith, + And if, upon the k af this e it ſhall 
bſer- appear, 


Soci- ; II. That theſe two SE and the Characters 


ably,” Jorm'd by them, are perfectiy nee e 
>d to able to each other, 1 * 
Ty by of It muſt be. acknowledg'l, d, | of 9371 


4 
1 in 3 III. That no one can, without manifeſt Abſurdi- 
The 15 and great Prejudice to Chriſtian Religion, affirm 
urch, any Thing of Chriſt as Head, or of Chtiſtians us 
. Members of the Church, conſider d under one Idea, 
nei- Which is contrary to their er RS." coat 
mu- rw under the Other... >d39 n 


ſame pooo0ow0cmuneueggv#E 


=; PARTE: 


nen Of the Inviſible CHU RA, of 


no CHRIST a 
9 . eee 2 ne 
. 1 C HAP. Li's act e. 
this of CHRIST a Head of the Inviſible Charch, 
Fa: 


2272227 HA T we affirm. of cher: Ohbunch of 
2 r. ++ Chriſt, as  diftinguiſhed under this De- 
| . * d of * e 08 cons 
0 * *. 5 ſider | | , 


ons, Fj of, with Relation to Chrit the: Head, 3 a! 
© = Secondly, Wich Relation to the dienen ot chi 
reg | | — 2. 


18 1 F Gag: 


b 
And 
l 
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* Of the Inviſible Church of Chriſt, 1 q 


1. Under this Idea we confider Chriſt alone az his 
Prieſt and Interceſſor, as Teacher, Law-giver, Or Judg the 
of his Church; which Offices he executes partly 
in his own Perſon, and partly by the Miniſtry of * 
the Holy Spirit. sg n 0 

For tho Chriſt (as I hope to prove) has ap. 
pointed ſeveral External Officers and Rulers in this 
very Society, with Authority to offer up the Pray. # 
ers of his People, to Intercede for them, to preſcribe | 
certain Laws and Orders to them, and to Fudge theit 


Behaviour according to thoſe Laws; yet when this 
Society is conſider d under the Idea of the Inviſibl: 
Church, theſe Officers are not regarded: The Mind dat 
has no other Authority or Miniſtry: in view, bu 
of Chriſt and the Holy Spirit. It neither affirms 13 
nor denies. any Thing concerning any External an 
Teachers, Rulers, &c. but wholly leaves them out Pl 
of its Idea. And therefore, in this Senſe, it may de 
be truly ſaid, that Chriſt is ſole Teacher, ſele Ruler, ſu 
ec. of his Iwvifible Church, Ci. e.) When che Church hi 
is imagin'd or ſpoken of under this Character, the b! 
Mind conſiders Chriſt only as preſiding in theſe Ro- I | 
lations over it. 0 

2. In the ſame Senſe it may be affirm'd, That t 
Chrift is the immediate Judge, and, by his Holy t 
Spirit, the immediate Teacher, &. of his Inviſibl ft 
Church. Becauſe in this Idea the Mind conſider: * 
the Doctrines aſſented to by the Church, immediate a 
ly as receiv'd from the Authority of Chriſt, and t. 
refers the Behaviour of Chriſtians immediately to the It! 
Judgment of Chriſt, without attending to any II- 
termediate Inſtructions, by which theſe Doctrine, 
are taught, or any intermediate Judgment, to which 
the Actions of Chtiſtians, as Viſible, are Subject 
For the ſame Reaſons, indeed, and in the ſame 
Senſe, that Chriſt is the ſele Judge, & c. He muſi 5 
alſo be the Inmedlate Judge, &c. And, Pa 
-*'Laſftly,, Chrift, under this Idea, is conceiv'd as in- 
timately united to his Church, as lowing it, and 
chcriſhing it, as communicating the Influences - 

— 51,6 Eo | ; + his! | 
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g an 1 Of the Members of the Inviſible Church. 
Pray. FH E Members of Chriſt's Church, under the 


ſcribe : Denomination of Inviſible, are conſider d, 
e their 4 Firf, As ſtanding in ſome ſpecial Relations to 
n thi: Chriſt. 
rwifibl, 4 Secondly, As diſcharging the Duties of thoſe Re- 
Mind lations, in a manner acceptable to Chriſt. | 
v, but I. As Chrift, the Head, is conſider'd as the ſole 
firms Interceſſor, ſole Prieſt, ſole Teacher, ſole Law-giver, 
xternal and ſole Judge of the Inviſible Church, ſo his Diſci- 
m out ples, as Members of the Inviſible Church, are conſi- 
t may der d Only as applying thorough Him to God, as 
Ruler, ſubmitting Only to the Authority of his Doctrine, 
hurch 7 his Laws and his Judgment. Neither the Perſons 
r, the by whoſe External Miniſtry they offer up their 
e Re · Prayers, and by whom they are taught the Doctrine: 
: of Chriſt, nor the Authority committed to them 
That to Miniſter in the publick Offices uf Religion, and 
Holy to Teach the Doftrines of it, nor the Evidence of 
1 viſih *ſuch Authority are at all attended to: But the Mind 
nſider; conſiders the Chriſtian, under this Character, only 
:ediate- as worſhipping God thro' Chriſt, and as aſſenting 
t, and to the Doctrines of the Goſpel only upon the Au- 
to the thority of Chriſt. 8 RA 
iy H. For the ſame Reaſons alſo it may be afficm'd, that 
ctrine: the Members of the Inviſible Church, are ſubje& only 
which to Chriſt's Laws and Judgment. For tho' the ſame 
ubject 
ſame | 


erſons are obliged 'to obey others, whom Chrift 
as appointed to be Rulers and Judges over them; 


; muſi yet, under this Character, they are not conſider d 
with Relation to thew, but with Relation to Chrif; 
as in · and their Submiſſion to the Orders and Judgment 
t, and of theſe Supetiors, is not conſider'd as an Obedience 
ces paid to ibm, but às an Obedience paid to —_ 
R 


6 of the Inviſible Church of Chrift, 


And this is equally true, with Regard both to, 1 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Superiors. For tho' a con- 

ſcientious Obſervance of all relative Duties to either 15 

of theſe Powers may be one Reaſon why we eſteem 

any Perſon to bs a Member of Chriſt's Inviſible! 
Church, yer the Mind, in making this Concluſion, : 
petfealy abſtraQs from theſe External Relations, ande 
attends wholly to the Internal Relation between Him 
and Chrift ; and affixes this Character to Him, not- 

as he has obey'd Men, but as, in obeying Men, ent 


has obeyed Chriſt. 

From hence it alſo follows, that the Subjection 
of Chriſt's viſible Members is Immediately due % | 
Him. For tho', in any Inſtance of Obedience t fe 

a Prince or a Biſhop, the Action is perform'd hne. Tn 
ately in compliance with the Command of fach 7 | 
Superior, yet when we conſider the Man under r 
this Inviſihle Character, we have no regard to theſe 
intermediate Relations of the Perſon or the Action, « 

but inticely paſs them over, and conſider the Per. 3 
fon immediately as ſubject to Chriſt, and — 
the Action N dee with his Will. 

From what has been obſerved, then we are obli- tr 
ged to infer - theſe Corollaries. _ the 
I. That all Chriſtians, as Members of the Inviſbl £ 

Church, ate perfectly Equal. For ſince they are 1 
conſider'd as only and immediately ſubject to Chriſt, all F 
Political or — Characters, by which they are 
diſtinguiſſied into Inferiors and Superiors, muſt be 4 
left out of the Idea. None mult be conſidered as N 
greater or leſs, but all as equally ſubject, equally , : 


accountable. 
When indeed we particularly apply this Idea to 
a Prince, a Prelate, &. his Behaviour in theſe Of- 
fices may be confider'd by us: But we do not re- Ct 
ard the Powers of his Office, by which alone he is a 
iſtinguiſhed as ſuperior to others, but the Dyries of 
it, in reſpe& of which he is equally-ſubje& to Chriſt in 
the Head of his Church, with other Mens 
{a 
| 


* when tis affirmed of any Civil a 
Magi- 


i® is not conſider'd as veſted with certain Pow- 


I , but as obliged to certain fpecial Duties ; and 
lee ts Character of a good Subject is apply d to him 


f rely under this common Notion, as one who 
ville 7 ehfall obey'd the Laws of his Prince and 
p' che good Magiſtrate be a Part of this Character, 
be tis not the Power, but his Obedience in the Exe- 
tion of this Power, which the Mind conſiders. 
en. he, In like manner, when we affirm of a Biſhop, that 

ne i is a Member of Chriſt's Inviſible Church, he is 
uon ac purely as 2 Subject of Chrift ; his Conduct 

A 


ne to i deed is compared with more Laws of Chriſt, than 
conceived to affect other Men; but tis merely as 
pe apprehend he has obey'd or tranſgreſs d theſe 
Laus, that we affirm or deny this Idea of him; nei- 
ther his Authority as Superior, nor the Subjection of 
thers as Inferiors, are at all regarded: But, in this 
zelation to Chriſt, none is conſiderd as Matter or, 
> Servant, as Bond or Free (a), but all as Co-members 
Npare . d Co-equals. Rds "2 AE Bake. 1 2 5 
* 2. The Mind, in this Idea, regards only the u. 
obli. Ferna! Religicus Character of the erſon : It cannot 
indeed be denied, that by the External Behaviour of 
2/1, the Perſon, we are led to Judge of his Internal Cha - 
are Acter. But then tis not with Reſpect to this cut- 
ſt. all ward Conduct, that we affirm him to be a Member 
y are Of Chriſt's Invijible Church, but ſolely with Reſpect 
| be de that Internal Character, of which w2 conceive 
ed as ws aut ward Behaviour to be an Evidence. 
willy II. The Members of Chriſts Church, under che 
Denomination of Invi/fible, are confider'd, as diſ- 
ea to Harging the Duties of thoſe Relations they ſtand 
Of. in to him in ſuch a Manner, as renders them accep- 
table to Chriſt: For if ic is included in Chrilt's 
. Character, as Head of the In viſible Church, that he 
1% of 199% it, and cberiſbes it (b); it muſt. alſo be. imply d 
hriſt in the Character of the Members of the Inviſidte 
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8 Of the Inviſible Church of Chriſt, : 
Church, that they are loved and cheriſhed by Chriſt, the 


and Intitled to his Graces and Promiſes : And a- our 


choſen out of the many called ); and by ſome Fa- 4 al 
thers, as "Alenope F ixreror (cc), Corpus Domini 1 
quod cum illo erit in eternum (d); and generally, as 
Perſons in a State of Grace and Favour with Chrift. 

And hence appears a manifeſt Difference between 
the two Ideas of Chriſt's Inviſible Kingdom, and 
his Inviſible Church, For when we conſider him as } 
a King, we aſcribe to him judicial Authority, equal- hin 
ly extended over good and bad Subjects; but when 
we repreſent him as Head of his Inviſible Church, we 
conſider him with Relation only to his good Sub- 
jects, ſuch whom, as a Judge, he acquits, approves, 
and will reward, | ; 

And ſince Chriſt cannot be preſumed to acquit 
and approve any Servant, unleſs he has diſcharged . 


his Duty to him in ſuch a manner as he has promiſed h 


to accept, it comes next to be inquired, what Obe- n: 
dience we owe him under the ſeveral Character: 
of Authority we have aſcribed to him. 


| (a) Heb. xii. 23. (b) Mat. 22. 14. (e) Clem. Alex. Som. 
lib. 7. pag- 215. Edit. Iariſ. A. D. 1629. (d) St. Aug. lib. 3. 
de Do&r. Chriſt. vid. eund. contra Creſc. lib. 2. c. 21. Item. 
contr. Per. lib. 2. cap. ult. | 


Of the Obedience due to Chriſt, as our ſole © 
Prieſt, Teacher, Law -giver, &c. And Firſt, 
Of the Obedience due to him as our Prieſt © 
and Teacher, i 

I. 02 Duty to Chriſt as our Prieff and Me- 

diator, obliges us to rely only on that Sacri- 
which he has offer'd for our Sins to attone for 


the Guilt of them, and on that Ranſom which he — 
has paid to the Divine Juſtice, to deliver us from 


the ( ( 


»„— 


Of the Inviſible Church of Chriſt. 9 


hriſt, the Curſe denounced againſt them. To preſent 
nd a- Jour Prayers to God only thro' him, and to expect 
f the the Succeſs of them only from his Merits and In- 


fo» Ferceſſion, 


omini F II. The Obedience we owe Him as a Teacher im- 
plies, 


1. A careful Attention, to acquaint our ſelves 
with his Doctrines. For he who does not apply 
n 4 bimlelf to know what this Divine Maſter teacheth 
[ual him, cannot be preſumed to diſcharge his Duty, as 
hen 1 faithful Diſciple to him. 
, Wwe 2. All that he Teaches muſt be aſſented to, as an 
Sub- Oracle of God; and no Authority muſt be heark- 
ves, ened to in Contradiction to him. 
3. Every Diſciple of Chriſt, is obliged actually 
to aſſent to ſome of his Doctrines; becauſe it can- 
not be conceived, how he who aſſents to none of 
his Doctrines, can be called a Diſciple taught by 
We- him, much leſs a Diſciple acceptable, and approved 
ters by him as his Teacher. And ſince he who does not 
aſſent to a Doctrine of Chriſt in the ſame Senſe in 


rom. Which he taught it, does not aſſent to a Doctrine 
1. 3- of Chriſt, but to a Propoſition of his own framing ; 
tem. 


it follows, that every Chriſtian, as a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, is bound to aſſent to ſome of his Doctrines 
in the ſame Senſe in which he taught them, we 
muſt conclude, that ſome of his Doctrines are fo 
plain, that his Diſciples, by a due Attention, and 
he Uſe of fuch Afliſttances as he has put in their 


irft, Power, may certainly underſtand them in that true 
leſt $enſe intended in them. 

+ Jeſus Chrift, a (a) Teacher ſent from God, and who 
A.. bimſelf knew che Extent of Human Faculties, muſt 
icr;. be preſumed to have exactly adapted his Doctrines 


for © thoſe Faculties. The common Reaſon and Ap- 
he BÞ— * 
= (0 Jin iii. 2, 


G prehenſion 


to Of the Inviſible Church of Chriſt, 


prehenſion of Mankind therefore, are the Standard ed 
and Meaſure to which his Doctrines were ſuited ; gh 
and conſequently are the Rule by which we are to 
judge what is the true and plain Senſe of them, 
Thoſe Doctrines which, to the common Reaſon 
of Mankind, appear to be plainly taught by Chriſt, 
are to be eſteem'd Plain, and ſuch as his Diſciples 
are obliged to aſſent to: And that Senſe in which 
the common Apprehenſion of Mankind underftands + 
them, is to be eſteem'd that Plain Senſe in which 
they are obliged to receive them: Neither is any 
one excuſed, who in oppoſition to the common 
Sentiments of Mankind, will take theſe Doctrines 
in a private Senſe of his own. 

Every Author may with reaſon think himſelf in- 
jur'd, if, when he has expreſs'd himſelf plainly and 
clearly to the common Senſe of Mankind, any one 
ſhall pretend that he has a Right to underftand him 
in his Senſe, and impoſe what Meaning on his 
Words he pleaſes. If this be allowed, if there be n 
no common general Standard of Interpretation to 
which we may Appeal, no certain Senſe in which 
we have a Right to be underſtood, tis to no pur- 
poſe to Write or Diſcourſe : All our Converſations 41 
will be attended with the Confuſion of Babel; and wh 
Words and Reaſon be no longer of any Uſe. Nei- gre 
ther is the Caſe at all different in Doctrines taught aſſe 
us by God. God ſpeaks to us as Rational Crea- ri 
tures: He addreſſes himſelf to the ſame Faculties unc 
of cur Nature that Man doth, and the Words in geſt 
which he delivers himſelf, are the ſame in which Pai 
we converſe with One another; and conſequently = 


we are obliged to underſtand Him according to the | 
ſame Laws and Rules of Interpretation, which we 

require to be obſerved in diſcourſing with one gr 
another. to | 
This Obligation, indeed, to underftand the Do- inte 
arines of Chriſt in their true and preciſe Meaning, Qu 
is not equally extended to all Men; but according gui 
to Mens different Capacities, or degrees of 1 * A 
cage, 


& 
1 
1 
4 * 3 
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pur- 
tions 
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11 
ledge, more Doctrines are plain to ſome than to 


others, and conſequently ſome are obliged to un- 


derſtand and aſſent to more, in the Senſe intend- 

ed by Chrift, than others: But all, as rational 

Creatures, and Diſciples of Chriſt, are thus obli- 
ed to underftand and receive ſome. 

From hence it may appear how Impertinent that 

hallenge is, ſo often made by the Papifs, to pro- 


guce our Catalogue of ſuch Doctrines as Chriſt 
indiſpenſably requires every one to believe. For 


this Obligation being more or leſs extended, ac- 
cording to the different Capacities or Inſtructions 
of Men, it is impoſſible to aſſign any one common 
Meaſure which ſhall equally ſerve for a Rule or 
Standard to All. Some general Articles may be aſ- 
fign'd, without the Belief of which no one can be 
intitled to the Name of a Chriſtian: Theſe every 
Diſciple of Chriſt, even of the loweſt Capacities, 
is bound to underſtand and aſſent to: But this can- 
not be efteem'd all that is requir'd from Perſons of 
greater Capacities, and who are more fully inſtru- 


'Red in Chriſtian Religion. Every Loctrine taught 
in the Scriptures, was 


| certainly intended to be be- 
Aieved by the Diſciples of Chrift : and all Doctrines, 
which we know to be there taught and underſtand, 
are equally to be believed by us; becauſe All are 
aſſerted by the ſame Authority. But all theſe Do- 
ctrines are not equally required to be actually known, 
underſtood, or aſſented to by All. It is indeed ne- 
geſſary that ſome common Form or Summary of 
Faith ſhould be propoſed, as a Qualification for 
Mens admittance into the External Society of the 
Church: And agreeably, we find in the Primitive 


0 


Church, that Creed which we call the Apoflles, 


one or others in Subſtance the ſame with that, required 


Do- into the Communion of 


to be explicitly profeſt by thoſe who were receiv'd 
the Church. But the 


ning, Queſtion is not here, What Doctrines it is. fit to re- 
"ding guire an open Aſſent to, as a Qualification for Ad- 


now- 
edge, 


1 into the Communion of the Yi/ible Church ; 
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But what Chriſt preciſely requires every Chriftian 
to underſtand and believe, as internally related and 
It was fit the Rulers of the 


accountable to Him. 


* , 
* 
1 


. $4 


viſible Church ſhould not, in the Summaries they re- Mr 
quired to be profefs'd, deſcend to the very loweſt +; giy 


of human Capacities ; but adapt a Form of common 
Ule to the common and ordinary Apprehenſions 
of Mankind. It is fit alſo, that theſe Summaries 
ſhoau'd comprehend ſuch a Foundation of the Chri- i 


* 
þ 


ſtian Faich, as, if they are underſtood and attended u- 
to, Will lead us into a compleat Knowledge of that that a 
Religion. But yet, I think, we may ſafely affirm, dgd ir 
that many whoſe Capacities will not reach to un- Faith, 
deritand ſome Articles even of the Apoſtles Creed, Law §ę 
may nevertheleſs (a) know, underſtand and aſſent Debt 
to lo much of the Chriſtian Faith, as may render theref 
them acceptable Diſciples of Chriſt, and approved ſwppl 


by Him: And, on the other fide, that many of 


ead. 


_ greater Knowledge and Capacities may be obliged I/, 
to aſſent to ſome Doctrines which are not expreſly tentio 
contain'd in that Creed. Tis therefore (I ſay) im- alſo d 
poſſible to aſſign any common general Summary form 


of Doctrines, to which, and to no more, Chriſt pre- 
ciſely requires the internal Aﬀlent of every one of 


his Diſciples. 


But Him we may affirm to diſcharge his Duty te 
to Chriſt as his Teacher or Maſter, who actually aſſents Whict 


} 24 


to all ſuch DoGrines as every Chriſtian, as luch, is Bu: 
obliged, to underſtand and ailent to, in the Senſe bs co 
in which Chriſt deliver'd them; and either to more 72 


auch 
C HAP. 


1 
* ; 
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| C HA P. IV. 
he 


re- o the Obedience due to Chriſt as our Law- 
eft giver. And firſt of the Extent of our Obedience. 


on | 

ons HAT has been obſerved concerning the 
ries Duty of the Diſciple to Chriſt his Mafer, 
Iri- Malſo applicable to him, as a Subject to Chritt his 
ded Epw=giver: Properly ſpeaking, indeed the Duties 
hat that ariſe from the former relation, are comprehen- 
rm, dad in thoſe which belong to us in the latter. For 
un- Faith, conſider'd as a Duty, is an Obedience to a 
ed, Law requiring us to believe; and is therefore a 
ent Debt we owe to Chriſt as our Legiſlator. I ſhall 
der therefore treat this more fully, and endeavour to 
_ ſapply what may ſeem omitted under the former 
of Head. 

ged | 1, Then the ſame Reaſons that oblige our At- 
elly tention and Aſſent to Chrift's Doctrine, require us 
im- Alſo diligently to apply our ſelves to know and per- 
ary form his Commands. 

pre- x For the ſame Reaſons that we are obliged 


e of id Aſſent to ſome of his Doctrines, in the ſame 
nſe which he taught them, we are alſo obliged 

Juty tc obey ſome of his Laws in the ſame Senſe in 

ents Which he preſcribed them. 

1, is But our Obedience to Chriſt as our Law-giver,may 

enſe be conlider'd more diſtinctly, 


nore 1½, With regard to the Extent of it, 


de 3 2dly, With regard to the Degree or Meaſure of it. 


Obli. Wich regard to the Extent of it, the Obedience 
eves Which Chriſt approves, muſt be preſumed to be an 
\em, Qbſervance of all thoſe Laws which He has indiſ- 
— penſably obliged his Servants to Obey. oof 
„ie. That an Obedience to ſome Laws of Chrilt is 

non Indiſpenſably neceſſary is evident, becauſe it cannot 
icle f he conceived how any Man can be a Chriſtian, 
44 29 leſs a Chriſtian approved by Him, who 
WE ©” 1 obeys 


3 4 
AN 
4 
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> 
! 


obeys none of His Laws. And ſince the Know- ch 


Firſt then, Every Chriſtian as ſuch is ſuppoſed ® 
to acknowledge his Obligation to every Law of J 
Chrift that is known to him; And fince ſome Laws 
of Chriſt, with reſpe& both to Faith and Practice, 
are ſo obvious, that He, who is ignorant f 
them, can hardly be efteem'd a Chriſtian; and v/ 
the Obſervance of them ſo neceſſarily requi- 7 
red, that He who diſobeys them, cannot be 

reputed a good Chriſtian; We cannot affirm o 3 

any Perſon, that He is 2 Subject acceptable to Chriſſt 1 | 
bis Law-giver, without preſuming both his Know. ar ( 
ledge and Obſervance of ſuch obvious and neceſſary 1 
Laws. But, | lean 

Secondly, Becauſe the greater Application, Ca- th 
pacity, or Inſtructions of ſome Perſons, lead us ro. ; 
conſider them as either knowing, or obliged toy; 4 
know, more than others; when we apply this Idea; Il 
to them, we include in it both the Knowledge and a) 
Obſervance of more Laws of Chriſt, than when: 
we apply it to others, who want theſe Advantages.,F.”. 

And ſo likewiſe becauſe the Stations, Offices, of ge 
Relations of ſome Perſons oblige us to conſidergs, s 
them as ſubject to ſome certain Laws which do nog. 5 
concern other Men, not placed in theſe Circum of 
ſtances; when we affirm this Character of them, Deſc 
beſide the common Laws of general Obligation teh 
all Chriſtians, we include in it an Obedience alſc 
to thoſe ſpecial Laws. R 

With Regard therefore to the Extent of outtehde 
Obedience, A Subjet acceptable to Chriſt as his Lew. Ohio 
giver may be deſcribed, as one who obeys all LawJB%" 
of Chriſt which he is obliged to know, and all hah 
He actually doth know, whether He was preciſe. Man 
ly obliged to know them or not. With __ l Wes e 

| ue! 
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ow- fach Laws of Chriſt as the Perſon is not conlider'd 
> ofa obliged to know, in regard to the Equity and 
Ob-Mercy of the Law-giver, we preſume 'his Igno- 
ablyrance pardonable ; and therefore do not, on account 
Thatof his cranſgrefling them, exclude Him from the 
Jumber of Chriſt's faithful Servants. 


CHAP. V. 


0 0 che Kind or Meaſure of our Obedience 


4 
FI 


qui-, 3 ET . . h Ki 4 M 7 
* us then next inquire what Kind or Meaſure 


of Obedience the Mind ſuppoſes when it ap- 
brite this Idea. And, | 
ow. 27+ The only Adequate and Proper Obedience to 
ſary Shriſts Laws is obeying them in the Senſe and 
Meaning Chriſt intended in them. For whenever 
C =} receive an Interpretation of any Law contrary 
the Intention of Chriſt, and act according to ir 
We do not properly perform a Command of Chrif, 
Idezbat a Command of ſuch Interpreter; and this is e- 
ally true, whether the Interpretation is our Own, 
her is given us by ſome other Perſon: For we no 
e More Obey the Law of Chriſt when we act contrary 
<q did it in purſuance of our own Miſtake, than when 
ider act contrary to it in purſuance of another's Mi- 
noiſta ke: It cannot be ſaid, that in either Caſe the 
um Command of Chriſt is perform d. If therefore (as 
SR _— proved) we are indiſpenſably bound to 
n tcobey ſome Laws of Chriſt ; It muſt follow, that 
llc are indiſpenſably obliged to obey ſome Laws 
"of Chriſt in the Senſe and Meaning which he in- 
duttebded in them. As ſome Laws of Chriſt are ſo 
- . Ofvious that no Chriſtian can be excuſed who is 
"> Ignorant of them, ſo ſome Laws of Chriſt are ſo 
thaÞ{ein and Perſpicuous to the common Reaſon of 
eiſe. Mankind, that no Chriſtian can be excuſed who 
2 cats contrary to the true Meaning and Import of 
ſuch b | them. 


N 
' 
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them. With reſpect therefore to ſuch Plain Law. to | 
The Mind cannot affirm of any Perſon, that Hei n « 
a Subject acceptable to Chriſt his Law-giver, Who i n 


ſuppoſed to act contrary to the Intention of Chrif c 
in them. es” Iny 

And as the different Capacities or Inſtruction Jare 
of Men oblige us to conſider more Laws of Chriſt Fabl 


as plain to ſome than to others, ſo when we ap Fncc 
ply this Character to them, that they are approve Wan 
Subjects of Cbriſt their Law · giver, we conſider then he 
as bound to obſerve more Laws of Chrift, accordin Chr 
to the true Import of Them, than is preciſely re _g 
quir'd from other Men, | 
This therefore the Mind in general affirms 0 I. 
every Perſon to whom it applies his Character Chri 
That he is one who obeys every Law of Chrili S$onc 
which he is obliged to underſtand, in a manne Mer, 
agreeable to the Intention of Chriſt in that Law fider 
And according as we conceive him bound to un inti 
derftand more or fewer Laws, in applying thi® 


Idea to him, we conſider him as punctually obey-Wher 
ing more or fewer. by Ch 
Thus, when we affirm of a Clergyman, Thani: 
he is an approved Subject to the Legiſlature of Chriſ Thrit 
we include in that Idea the Knowledge and Unqhg 
derſtanding of more Laws of Chrift ; and conſey 


obey more Laws of Chriſt, according to the triWr'd 
Import of them, than other Men. But whatſoe ve m, 
Laws any Perſon is ſuppoſed not obliged to Underthb' x 
ftand, he is not conceiv'd bound to Obey accorcLaw « 
ing to the ſtrict meaning of them. g I 

2. With regard to the Degree or Meaſure of ouMeaſl! 


Obedience, even to thoſe Laws which are ſuppoſeive be 
{ : 
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aw. to be Known and Underſtood, we do not require 
Je ih conſtant undiverted Obedience; Becauſe if ſuch 
o ian Obedience was neceſſary to every approved Subject 
hril F Cbriſt, we cou'd never afficm this Character of 
gny Perſon living. The many Infirmities which 
tion re inſeparable from our Nature, and the favou- 
riſt Fable Declarations of the Goſpel concerning them, 
ap Facourage us to preſume that whenever the Action 
rove an be accounted for by Surprize, Inadvertency, 
hen he ſudden Ferment of Paſſion, &c. tho' a Law of 
din; Chrift be tranſgreſſed, yet the Perſon is not exclu- 
y re fed from the Number of thoſe who are united to 
Chriſt, as his Faithful Members And, 
is 0 Lafttly, Whatever Offences againſt che Law of 
acter $i any Perſon hath been guilty of, yet if we 
arill Bonceive him to be truly Penitent for chem; The 
nne Mercies of the Goſpel Covenant oblige us to con- 
AW ider him as reſtored to a State of Favour, and 
Mcicled to the Grace and Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
The Degree of Obedience therefore ſuppoſed, 
bey hen we affirm any Perſon to be 4 Subject approved 
by Chriſt as his Law=giver, is That, as far as Human 
Thaqnfirmities will permit, he Obeys all thoſe Laws of 
brit Thriſt to which he is neceſſarily obliged, accord- 

Undhg to the true Meaning and Intention of them; 
ind that wherever he has offended, he is heartily 
Wd truly Penitent for his Tranſgreſſion. 

No But becauſe neither our Obedience in thoſe Du- 
1 an ties we perform ſhall be rewarded, nor our Omiſſi- 
nt Opn of thoſe we negle& excuſed, nor our Repen- 
Once for thoſe Sins we have committed be accept- 
8, unleſs in all theſe Reſpects we are Sincere ; 
Perefore Sincerity is the principal Quality conlt- 
&r'd in any Perſon's Obedience of whom we at- 
Km, that he is an approved Subject of Chriſt. For 
nderthb' we perform every Action required of us by the 
corcLaw of Chriſt, yet if we are conſider'd as perform- 

ing it meerly upon temporal Motives of our own 
f ouMeaſure, Reputation, or Intereſt, the Action in- 


poſer be preſumed to intitle us to any Reward trom 
7 D Ch. iſt; 
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Chriſt ; becanſe it is not perform'd in Obedience 
to bim, but to his Enemy. And ſo if the Will be 
conſider'd as knowingly and deliberately concur- 
ring in thoſe Actions which might be imputable ® 
to Ignorance or Infirmity, the Man cannot be 
eſteem'd to have any Title to theſe Excuſes. He 
is no farther a Servant of Chriſt than he has endea- | 
vour'd to obey him, and he is no further excuſa- 
ble for not actually obeying him than his Endea. 
vours are ſincere. * be 
For the ſame Reaſons if the Converſion of the 1 
Penitent be eſteem'd feign'd and ſuperficial, it can: Idea 
not be conceiv'd to reunite him to Chrift, or re- * 
r 


N 


ſtore him to a Character approved by him. C 
Mer 
= — de 1 
muſt 
CHAP. VI. Ing 
| ; g | 114 Trg 
Of Sincerity. d erſt 
q Ic 


B UT tho' Sinceriiy be conſider'd as a nceſſary muſt 
I and even the principal Quality, in ſuch at and 
Obedience as will approve us to Chriſt as acceptab We I 
Subjects of his Legiſlature; yet it is to be feared, to large 
much is preſumed of this Quality, when it is affirm Qerſt: 
ed that this alone, and in all Caſes, is ſufficient t Hrdi 
recommend our Actions to the Approbation 
our Judge. In al: 

When indeed we are ſuppoſed either actuall to ap 
to perform all the Duties required from us, or to b Mear 
under ſuch Circumſtances as excuſe us not perform gent 
ing them, or to be pardon'd upon our RepentancWn k 
for tranſgreſſing them; tis acknowledg'd, that thWho 
Sincerity of our Intention in theſe Particulars is :E 
lone ſufficient to aſſure us we are Obedient, Excuſe 
or Forgiven. 

But much more ſeems to have been affirmed i low, 
this Aſſertion, viz. That tho' we miſtake any, Heves 
all the Laws of Chriſt never ſo much, and in CorWho « 

DE. ſequen@his 1 
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x ſquenc: of ſuch Miſtake ſhall act even directly con- 
ur- tary to what in the common Apprehenſion of Man- 
ble Kind is the Meaning of them; yet if we are full 

be Jer/uadis that our Interpretation is agreeable to his 


_ the Action will be approved and rewarded by him 
& Obedience : A Concluſion which cannot be ad- 
 Micted without taking away the Necſſity of any 
Obedience at all. 
the I before obſerv'd, that it was included in the 
can. Idea of a Subject to Chrift as his Law-giver, That 
re. de was obliged to know and obey ſome Laws of 
Chriſt in the Meaning which Chriſt intended in 
them; and that when we affirm of any one, that 
— de is approved in this Character by Chriſt, he 
muſt be conſider d as actually knowing, underftan- 
ding, and obeying all thoſe Laws of Chriſt, which 
| Ws Chriſtian, as ſuch, is bound to know, un- 
derſtand, and obey. 
It was obſerv'd farther, That as ſome Perſons 
ary, muſt be conſider'd as obliged to know, underſtand, 
h at and obey more Laws of Chriſt than Others ; fo 


prabl he Idea in theſe Applications is proportionably in- 
„ to(Wrged, and the Perſon conſider'd as knowing, un- 
frm Qgerſtanding, and obeying more or fewer Laws, ac- 
at t brding as we conceive his Obligations to extend. 


n But if a full Perſuaſion of Mind, be Alone, and 

in al! Caſe; ſufficient, then no one is ſtrictly bound 
uall to apprehend or obey any Laws of Chriſt in the 
to bWeaning he intended in them: No Plainneſs is ſuffi- 
form ent to oblige us to underſtand them, and there 
rancWn be no ſuch Thing as a culpable Miſtake. He 
it ch ho Disbelieves the Doctrines, or Diſobeys the 


is :Weceprs of Chriſt, if he acts upon a full Perſuaſion 
ccuſe Mind, is in as good a Condition, as he who Be- 
lieves and Obeys. Nay, farther it muſt hence fol- 


ed iow, that he who rejects Chriſtanity becauſe he be- 
iy, eves it to be falſe, is acceptable to God as he 
ConWho embraces it, becauſe he believes it to be true. 
jen 115 is certainly a juſt Conſequence, if the Accep- 

D 2 tableneſs 


ill, we are in all Caſes juſtified in his Sight, and 1 
. 
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of 


tableneſs of our Faith doth not depend on the Truth, Aprej 
or Evidence of a Thing we aſſent to, but merely M re: 
on the Strength of our Perſuaſion concerning it. gguen 
But with what Juſtice then could our Savioꝝr de- Mapa 
nounce thoſe (a) heavy Woes againft the Infidelity in 
thoſe Cities which rejected him? Was this their wy 
Crime, that they knew him to be the Meſſiab, and ig 
yet rejected him? Or was it not manifeftly this, ¶Rigb 
That notwithſtanding the (a) Mighty Works be had i 
dine among them were ſo clear a Proof of his Miſſion, 
that every rational Man was obliged to acknowledge 
it, yet contrary to this Obligation they refuſed tous 
receive him? Or can we imagine that when ourhg 
Lord expreſly tells us, (b) That be who belie veth not 
ſhall be damned, he means no more than this, That] 
he ſhall be damned who knows his Miſſion and Do- the 
ctrine to be from God, and yet disbelieves it? In- Aid. 
fidelity indeed is very ſafe under this Interpretati- ed 
on, ſince, upon this Suppoſition, the Penalty of iti $«bj; 
is affixed only to ſuch a Crime as it implies a Con- 
tradition in Terms for any one to be guilty of. af 

The Caſe is the ſame with reſpe& to any parti- 
cular plain Direction of our Faith, or any otherWich 
Practical Law of Chrift ; (for Faith, as Obedience Wn 2 
to a Law requiring us to believe, is as much 2Quita 


Practical Duty, as any other Action.) For if in re- ꝙ to 
gulating our Conduct according to any ſuch Lau L. 
we are not obliged to underſtand it in ſuch 2 P 
Senſe, as the ordinary Reaſon of Mankind tells 1.20 hi 
the Law-giver meant it in, the whole Law will, ing his 
the Language of the Papiſts, be only a Number od it 
unſenſed Cbaracters, without any certain Meaning on 
ſince no one could preciſely ſay, what was th rea 
Duty required by any Precept of it. OWE & 

Chriſt certainly had a preciſe Meaning in everyhht 


one of his Laws, and in ſome his Meaning is (ar C 
plain and obvious, that it requires only a commoiPreſc 
2 2 
@ wh 


5% es 


(aa) Mat, xi. 21, (b) Mar. xvi. 16. a 
* Sh mY | . F | 22: un- 0 (a, 


Av 
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th, prejudiced Attention, and the ordinary Capacities 
ly N reaſonable Nature to acknowledge it; and con- 
it. equently he who doth not underftand them is either 


de- ngapable of any Law, or elſe he muſt be guilty 


ity if $in in not performing a Duty, which it was in 
eir i Power to perform. And agreeably our Lord 
nd , () Mby do you not of your Selves judge that which 
nis, ¶Rigbt ? in which Words he not only aſſerts a Right 
had ¶ private Fudement, but ſuppoſes alſo a Duty to 
on, And us in the Exerciſe of that Power, and that 
dgeFrhth and Right are ſometimes ſo clear and obvi- 


, that it muſt be Sin in us not to acknowledge 
our ham. 

not With reſpe& therefore to theſe plain Laws, both 
'haths Knowledge of them, and an exact Obedience 
Do- them according to the Intention of Chriſt, are 
In-:opfider'd as neceſſary, and conſequently are im- 
tati- Med in the Idea of a Perſon approved by Chrift as 


ff iti p ulject of his Legiſlature : Neither can we conceive 
-on-W$ not acting according to theſe Laws to be excu- 
f. able, however firmly he may appear perſuaded of 


arti-he Truth of thoſe Miſtakes, in Conſequence of 
therbich he tranſgreſſeth them. 

In all Human Laws it has always been thought 
2Quitable, to require the Perſons they are directed 
re. to underſtand them in the ſame Senſe in which 
hs Legiſlature intended them: And accordingly 
he Penalties of the Law are conſtantly executed 
him who tranſgreſſeth them, without any regard 
ing his Perſuaſion concerning the Meaning or Senſe 
it: And the Equity of this Proceeding is found- 
Jon this Preſumption, that the Law is ſuch that 
reaſonable Being, wich that Attention which is 
| Up to the Authority which enacts it, might and 
-verWght to have underſtood it in its true Senſe. And 
is (arg Chritt's Laws only ſuch intricate unintelligible 
\mo:Preſcriptions, that no one is bound to underſtand 
them, but every one is at Liberty to obey them 
ifs what Senſe he pleaſes ? 


— 


un (. Luke xii, 57, | 2 
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Perſuaſien as is the Reſult of a full and impartigſi pal 
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fron here recommended, is propoſed as the ultimat hf 
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It may perhaps be ſaid, that the Perſuaſion to whicy 
ſo much Power and Value is aſcribed, is ſuch 


b - 
SY 


Way: 
ees 
ma 


Inquiry, according to the beſt Uſe of our Facuigy 
ties, and in which no Means of Information igf 
our Power have been unapplied to- This indeeg 
muſt be acknowledged to excuſe the Miſtake : Buy 
then this Excuſe cannot be extended farther tha 
to ſuch Laws as either in themſelves are of dificu 


Interpretation, or from ſome natural or unavoidablgg Ho 
Incapacity of the Perſon are obſcure to bim, and thupgoy 
far we before allowed it. But then it muſt alſo twnes 
remember'd, that the Intention of Chriſt in ſongs th 
Laws is fo plain, that no Man who miſtakes the 4 
can be ſuppoſed to have duly attended to the c- 
Some of theſe plain Laws every Chriftian, as a rag@yri 


tional Being, is obliged to underſtand, and eithe Wp 


more or fewer according to his Capacities and Oh 4; 
portunies of Information; and all that he is oblige 


to underſtand, he is bound to obey according to th 
true Import of them; and whatever Laws we atk 
bound preciſely to obey, no Strength of Perſuaſi 
can excuſe our not preciſely Obeying; and conffient 
ſequently the Strength of our Perſuaſicn cannoMce, 
Alone and in all Caſes, be a ſufficient Security fd No 
us to act upon. 

But I would here alſo farther obſerve, That whe 
it is affirmed, that a fincere Perſusſion of Mind ai 
alone a ſecure Principle of Faith and Action, ani 
Men are bid to rely on this in all Caſes, as a ſaf 
Title to the Favour of God, without regardingg 
any other Conſideration : Theſe high Expreflion 
cannot be meant of ſuch a Perſuaſion as is the Reſulf 
of a full and impartial Inquiry; becauſe the Perſu:t 


Rule of Faith and Action: A Rule by which if «v 


act, we may always be ſecure that we have don Rule, 

our Duty: Now whatever Chrift has appoiniſeque 

ed to be the ultimate Rule, by which we maß 
i 
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„„ Ways Judge whether we believe or practiſe 
whicy eeably to his Will, is certainly ſuch a Rule 
ich ot may be applied co the particular Occafions 
artig anth or Action: But ſuch a Sinceri y of Per- 
accu een as this, can never certainly be applied as a 


n ile to any Part of our Conduct; becauſe we can 


deep er be aſſur'd we have neglected no Oppor- 
A. Wity of Information in our Power, that we have 
2 


Bd every Book, or conſulted every Perſon, whom 
might have had, or may yet have Recourſe 


10 Act under a full Perſuaſion tba what we do is Law- 
or a Duty, we may depend on the Acceptance of Chriſt ; 
=D ocher Aſſurance can be meant, than a preſent 
Perſuaſion of Mind however founded: And be- 


ſto tufe this has been very much inſiſted on, as a ſuf- 
coiffient Defence of all Miſtakes, in Belief or Pra- 
nno 


ce, I ſhall beg Leave to conſider it a little further 
f Now ſuch a Perſus ſion, under ſome Limitations, 
Jacknowledg'd to be a Rule of human Conduct. 
Mus far it is an Abſclute Rule, that whatſoever we 
are perſuaded is contrary to the Will of Chriit ; 
W much ſoever we are miſtaken in ſuch Perſua- 
(af lon, we cannot a&#xaily perform without Sin: For 
him who believes it to be a Sin, to him it is Sin; 
and whoever commits what he thinks a Crime, has 
Woken through all Reverence for the Authority of 
ae Legiſlator, and would as certainly have com- 
matihſtted it, if it had been really one. 
if n But we cannot ſo far depend on this as a poſirive 


don Rule, as to affirm that whatſoever we do in Con- 
ointfequence of ſuch a Perſuaſion is acceptable to Chriſt, 
ma and 

alys 
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and Intitles us to the Character of his faith 
Subjects; becauſe we are aſſured, that there 2 
many Errors in Faith and Doctrine which Chi 
hates (a), tho' the Perſons who believe and tea 
them, may be fully perſuaded it is their Duty ſo 
do. We are alſo told that Men may be ſo miftaki/ 


in their Ezpreflion of their Love to God or Chri 1 
as to think they are (b) doing him Service, and ſheiWe 
ing their Affection to him, while they are &;//z8an 
bis Servants: But be their Love for him never vin 


| hearty, or their Perſuaſion never ſo ſtrong th bat 
they are bound to expreſs it in this Manner; y hut 
it cannot be imagin'd that this is ſuch a Love Figl 
Chrift, or Charity to his Members, as he will a . 


prove and reward. Wot t 

St. Paul. indeed, who himſelf had been guilty (Well 
this Sin, tells us, that (c) he found Mercy from Gi 45 
becauſe he did it ignorantly in Unbelief: But, ite 
.._ If, The Apoftie never mentions this Part of tut! 

Life but with the deepeſt Contrition ; he acknoyW1 
ledges the Guile of it, and when he reflects on r | 
he confeſſes himſelf not only a Sinner, but th 
(d) Chief of Sinners; and conſequently, notwitiid th 
ſtanding the Strength of his Perſuaſion, the Action 
were till look'd on by him as Sins; and therefori 
unleſs we admit the Notion of ſome Sins, being 
their Nature venial, theſe were ſuch as put hi 
under the Diſpleaſure of God, and were not pa rec 
donable without his Repentance. Jer 

2dly, It is acknowledg'd, that the Guilt of the | 
Sins was very much abated in the Sight of God bm. 
this Conſideration, that they were not committet es 


in Compliance with Malice, Envy, or any bag. P 
Paſſion, but proceeded from a fincere Zeal for thithf 
Glory of God, and the Preſervation of what ne 
thought the true Religion. The Principle upo ec 
which he acted was good and pleaſing to God, tithat 3 

— * 


(a) Rev. ii, 15. () Jobn xvi. 2. (c) 1 Tim. i. 13. (4) 1 Ti, (a) 
1. 15. 00 46 
ſam\ 
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aithl zme that he commends in the Jews, to whom 


ght of God, but immediately exhorts them, (4) Re- 
r ye therefore and be converted, that your Sins may be 
"Wtted out: They ſinn'd in Ignorance and Unbelief as 
ilty Well as St. Paul, but unleſs they repented, their Sin 
„ Huld not be blotted out. The Sincerity of the 
Jitender alleviated, but did not take away the 

of h Guile: And therefore St. Peter mentions this as a 
Fircumſtance that might encourage them to hope 
on Mr Pardon upon their Repentance, but could not 
it thWlur2 them that they were already pardon'd. And 
ewit}&d the Sincerity of St. Paul was an Inducement to 
ctioizhe Divine Compaſlion, to propoſe theſe powerful 
Notives of Converſion to him; but it was his Com- 
Hiance with thoſe Motives, and his ſubſequence 
Mpentance that acquitted him of the Sin. And 
It pa Areeably Ananias, who attended him preſently 
Aer his Converſion, Exhorts him to (e) ariſe 
the s be baptized, and waſh away his Sins, calling on the 
30d b me of the Lord Feſur. Had he reſiſted the Mo- 
iccaives of Converſion offer'd to him, as many of 


y bags. Peter's Auditors did thoſe which he offer'd, not- 
for tiWthſtanding his Sincerity, he had remained in the 
hat ne State of Damnation that they continued under. 

upo It cannot therefore be inferr'd from this Inſtance, 


Hat whenever we act with @ full Perſuaſion of Mind, 


* 
mm by 


) x Ti (a) Rom. x. 2. (3) ibid. 1. (c) A&s iii. 17. (4) ibid. 199 
AA, xxii. 16. 
ſam} E we 
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we are ſecure from Sin; ſince the Blaſphemies and 1 
Perſecutions of St. Paul are confeſſed by him to be #5 
Sins, notwichſtanding the Sincerity of Perſuaſion un- Res 
der which he committed them: and theſe Sins were Mt 
no otherwiſe forgiven him, but upon the ordinary Leu, 
Condition of Repentance. Muff 
If St. Paul indeed can be excuſed from Sin in“ 


Forty one, and all the Villanies that have ever been e 
committed from a Perſuaſion of Conſcience wil 
be defended : For the Actors in theſe Tragedies$$ 
have declar'd, that what they did they were per- R 
ſuaded they were bound to do; neither can we 
convince them of Sin by any other Argument than 
this, That they acted contrary to ſuch plain Laws of 
God and Chriſt as they were bound to underſtand. 7 
We may therefore reſume our Concluſion, that 
a full Perſuaſion of Mind is not alone, and in all Caſes, 
a ſufficient Security from Sin; and that, in ſome Parts_ f 
of our Conduct, an exact Conformity to the Rule 
preſcribed by Chriſt is required from us: Neither 
can this be reſtrain'd within narrower Bounds, than 
an Obedience to all fuck Laws as Chriſt has deli“ 
verd with ſuch Plainneſs, as obliges the Perſon they 7 
are propoſed to, to underſtand them. For if the 
Strength of our Perſuaſion will juſtify us acting con, , 
trary to one of theſe Laws, it will equally excuſe of 4 
acting contrary to all; and then he who keeps none / 
his Commandments, will contrary to our Lord's expreſs 
Declaration, (%) be nevertheleſs in the Number of 
thoſe Who love Him, and are beloved both by Him an 
bis Father. 9 þ 
From the whole I infer, that an ad Obedience 
to ſome Laws of Chriſt, according to the true Mean : 
er be 
gad 


* 
« k 


© 


8 
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. 
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(a) Ads Xxvi. 9. () John xiv. 21. 1725 
ing ; 
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be g and Import of them, muſt be conſider'd as a 
meceſſary Ingredient in his Character, of whom we 
ere affirm that he is an acceptable Subject to Chrift as bis 
a Hu- giver: That in theſe neceſſary Inſtances, he 
mut not only ſincerely think he Obeys, but ſin- 
ely muſt Obey. 
Laſth, As to the Fudicature of Chrif, All that is 
pplied in the Character of a faithful Subject to 
vho WP, with relation to this Office, is that the Re- 
if}, Wards promiſed, and the Penalties threaten'd by 
a of @brift, muſt have the firft and governing Influ- 
_—_ e on all his Actions; and that he mult do no- 
will thing that may expoſe him to the Diſpleaſure of 
dies brit, either to procure the Favour, or avoid the 
per- R ſentments of Men. 
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e the Nature and Conſtitution of the Viſible 
0 off CHURCH. 


SE the Church, with reſpect to that Ja- 
8 ternal Relation which it has to Chriſt, 
9 A is call'd his Inviſible Church, ſo, with 
| 7 50 reſpect to that External Polity in which 
————-* it is incorporated and impower'd to act 
$2 Viſible Society, it is call'd his Viſible Church. Un- 
— er both theſe Denominations Chriſt is conſider'd as 
Fad of the Church; under the Former, as preſi- 
ing E 2 ding 


— 
— 
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ding over the Hearts and Conſciences of his Diſciples, 4 
and communicating all ſpiritual Gifts and Graces to 
them by che Miniſtry * the Holy Ghoſt : under th? 
Latter as deriving the Graces of the Holy Spirit tt. | 
| them by the Uſe of externa! Ordinances, and Admi 
1 niftrations, and providing for their Inſtruction and 
* | good Government, by certain Officers, whom he hal 
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appointed, for the outward Diſcipline and MiniftrW8 
of his Church, to officiate in the publick Ordinanaſt 
ces of his Religion, to teach, govern and judge hM&fit: 
Members, according to his Preſcription, For th 
the Apoſtle tells us, He bath ſet ſome in the Chure iir 
firſs Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets,--- Helps, Government: ns 
Paſtors and Teachers, for the Work of the Miniſtry, Fand 
the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt. (a) this 
In the Viſible Church, therefore, Chriſt is not ud 
Immediate, and conſequently not the ſole Teache Unic 
| Ruler, ec. of his People; becauſe Others are a8 c 
pointed to preſide over them in theſe Offices the 
whom their Submiſſion is immediately due, tho' Ar e 
mately to the Authority of Chriſt by whoſe Confinut 
miſſion they act. | | ed ; 
This Viſible Church is conſider'd either as one larflame 
collective Body, comprehending all Societies Mr 
Chriftians diſperſed over the Face of the Eari Shur 
which are therefore call'd one Catholick Church, ! 
cauſe they profeſs the ſame Faith to be ſaved 'W8 ( 
the Death and Mediation of Chriſt, and alſo Wit f 
cauſe they have a Community of Ordinanc: Suns 
ſo that he who is lawfully baptized in one Chur: MOI 
is acknowledged as a baptized Perſon in all oth: b8F « 
and he who is lawfully ordain'd in one Church, , Bu 
acknowledged in the fame Character by all other 
and he who is regularly cut off and ſeparated from o 
Part of this Society, is cut off from the whole Chur 
Or this Church is conſider'd gs divided into p re 
ticular Societies, each under their reſpective O'#®# o 
cers and Miniſters ; which, as Members, comp: (a) 
together the whole Body of Chriſt's Cat holieꝶ Ch () 
- (a) 3 Cer. xii. 28. compared Vith Eph, iv. tr, © en 
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ples, 4 

e n 

r th 

ri Of the Members of the Viſible CHURCH. 


je a Chrift's Appointment, no Man can be eſteem'd 
niftr{@ diſcharge his Duty as his Diſciple, who is 
inanfift a Member of it. And agreeably, all the Be- 
ge higfits purchaſed by Chriſt for Mankind, are an- 
r thx d to our Initiation into this Society. (a) He 
ure lit Belie veth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved. And 
ment &gnſequently it is not a Thing left to the Choice 
ry, Liberty of Men, whether they will belong to 
this Society or not: But we are obliged to be en- 
jot tte d into it, on pain of being excluded from any 
ache Union with Chriſt, and any Title to the Privile- 
are 2885 of the Goſpel. And ſince our Relation to the 
ces Mtholick Church cannot otherwiſe appear, than by 
0 uk communicating with ſome of thoſe Particular 
ed 


Idmi 
l . Nible Church being a Society of 


Conhurches of which that General Society is compo- 
; It follows, that every Chriſtian is under the 
e lanſame Obligation to be a Member of ſome Parti- 
ties Mar Church, as to be a Member of the Catholick 
Eart Shurch of Chrift. And ſince our Communion with 
ch, b Particular Church can no farther unite us to 
ved e Catholick Church, than as that particular Society 
ſo {Wit ſelf a Member of the Catbolick Church; It con- 
\anc:&&mns us well to be aſſur'd, that the Church to 
*hur:Whoſe Congregation we belong, is it ſelf a Mem- 
othe ber of the Catholick Church of Chriſt. 


= 


urch, But the Nature and Duty of Church Communion I 
other ell leave with the Reader in the Words of a 
om Right Reverend Prelate of the Church of En- 
Chur 


to p From theſe Expreſſions of St. Cyprian - There it 


Ee O one Catholic Church, divided imo many Members, 


—— (—2—ũ— 


OMP! (a) Mar. xvi. 16. 
. Chin () Dr. Potter now Lord Biſhop of Oxon, Diſcourſe of Church 
— pvc mment, pag. 459. 
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1 
thro the whole W.rld, and one Epiſcopacy diffuſed in mal 
1 Biſhops, agreeing with one another, And again 
There is one Epiſcopacy, an intire Part whereof is beg 
by every Biſhop.---- He obſerves, That whoever bead « 
comes a Member of any Part of the Catholic 6 

© Church, is a Member of che whole Church i * 

© And on the contrary, Whoever is ſeparated fron ha 

© any found Part of the Church, by wilful Schiſn le 

© or jaft Excommunication, is by that means ſepals f 

c rated from the whole Church. Juft as we finiſch 1 

in Natural Bodies, That in one Body there ard pr. 

© many Members, And whatever is united to an te 

« one of theſe, is thereby united to the whole 30 E 

© dy ; as on the contrary, whatever is cut off front an. 

any Member, does by that Separation loſe iihce 
"M 

o 

0 

Cc 

bo 

c 

c 

t 
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Union with the whole Body. Neither can then 2! 
be deviſed any way to be united to any Bodo 
whether Natural or Civil, or of being ſeparatery 
from it, but by adhering to ſome of its Member; 
or being cut off from them, Whence appears the- 
Neceſſity, which every Chriſtian lies under, %s 
maintaining Communion with the particula We 
Church, wherein he lives, in order to his Com 
munion with the Church Catholick, and wit 
© Chriſt the Head of it. | 
The General Ideas which we affix to any Perſor 
when we conſider him as a Member of the Who! 
or any Part of Chriſt's V;ſble Church, are, That Hi 
is enter'd into this Society by Baptiſm ; Profeſic® 
the Faith of Chriſtian Religion taught in it; Com?®? 
municates in the external Ordinances, and is obſer'*F 
vant of the Diſcipline of it. | 


25 h _ — 


CHAP. IL me 
Of the Superiors or Officers in the Viſh! 


n 7 
Church, and the Powers committed to them. s 


HE Members of Chrift's vi/ble Church arl® © 


i 7 


farther conſider'd, as diſtinguiſh'd into Supe 


the 


riot 1 0 
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1 „ s and Inferiors, Rulers and Subjects; and when 
gaiifhoſe general Marks of a Viſible Chriſtian before 
; bellÞtion'd, we add what is diftinatly imply'd in 
er be of theſe Characters, we ſhall comprehend all 
olictiaf can be affirm'd of any Perſon, as a Member of 
irch = Viſible Church. : = 

fron hat Chriſt did not leave the Members of his 
:hiſn{W/e Church in a State of perfect Equality, ap- 
ſepꝛb rs from the Scriptures before cited, Eph. iv. II. 
fin 1 Cor. xii. 28. And agreeably, the Apoſtle, in 
e ar preceding part of that Chapter to the Corintbi- 
an teaches us, from a Compariſon of the Church 
e Bo Body and its Members, that tho Chrift be the 
fron and ſupreme Head, who by the Influx of his 
ſe ice moves and animates the whole Body, v. 12: 
& among the Members ſome alſo are to be ho- 
ed with the Title of Head; as is evident from 
ratet 81+ where he tells us, that The Head cannot [ay 


ben be Feet I have no need of you: For that this cannot 
rs thüneant of Chriſt is plain; becauſe Chriſt can ſay 
er, i Members, 1 have no Need of you. As the Head 
icula de Source and Fountain of Animal Life to the 


whence all the Members derive Spirits and 
iron ; fo alſo is Chriſt the Fountain of Internal 
tual Life to the Church. And the Head, con- 


erſod&4 thus as a Principle of Life, exerts theſe in- 
Vhol! Powers, without the Aſſiſtance of the other 
lat Here. But when the Head is conſidetr'd as a 
fe fiber of the Body, to all its External Operati- 
Comis it has need of the other Members. In this 


obſenis y therefore it muſt be conſider d by the Ap ſtle, 
in he tells us, The Head cannot ſay io the Feet I 
we 70 Need of you, and conſequently, to preſerve 
Analogy in the Similitude, he muſt mean that 
as Perſons in the Church, tho' with reſpe& to 
ſigblbeit they are equally Members with others; yet 
3 ie reſpect to the o her Parts of this Society, they 
% the ſame Preheminence, that the Head has 
ch atler the other Members of the Body. 


Supe + And 
1 ios 
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And ſo when the Church is compared to th 4 
Houſhold of an abſent Mafter, ſome Servants a, 
repreſented as placed in Superior Truſts over ti ir 
reft, To give them Meat in due Seaſon, &c, And %. 
ſame will appear in all other Alluſions made uſe ( -'Y 

T. 


in Scripture. | | 
Of theſe Powers tis in general to be obſerv\; 
That no Authority can belong to any Member ig 
Chriſt's Church, but what is derived from Chrij 
the Supreme Head of it, either by his own imm Whi 
diate Commiſſion, or by the Ordination of tho An: 
who had Power from him to appoint others: No 24 Pla 
taketh this Honour to himſelf, but he who is one 1 
theſe ways call d of God, _ . 
The particular Powers by which theſe Superich 
were diſtinguiſhed from other Perſons were, 85 
Firſt, An Authority to Preach the Goſpel, % 
Teach others, That this was a Part of the * ba 
ſion given to the Miniſtry, is evident: For thy 
our Lord ſent forth the Seventy to Preach to ig. « 
Cities of Fudea (a); the Commiſſion of the Apoft a } 
was inlarg'd, to Teach all Nations (b). St. ry 
tells Timothy, that he was ordaind and appointed Min 
Preacher (c) and Teacher of the Gentiles d). Agde 
not only the Apoſtles, but the ordinary Officers 
the Church were diſtinguiſh'd by this Commiſſiou 
Whence 9zoxdau (4) is commonly apply'd to thei 
and that they ſhould be &J%%];xo: (e) and ingver ( 
or aeWur (g) Metz is required, among the prigt 
cipal Qualifications of thoſe who were ordain de 
the Miniſtry. impo 
And tho' all Chriſtians are commanded to t:; 1 
and admoniſh one another (5), yet, that this Off 
was committed to the Miniſtry with diftin& Poway 
appears from St. Paul's Determination, that ny 
could Preach as a Miniſter except be was ſent (i). th | 


(a) Luke x. (Y) Mat. xxviii. 19. (c) 1 Tim. ii. 7. 2 Tn (a) 
11. (da) Eph. iv, II. (e) 1 Tim. iii. 2. (f) 2 Tim. ii.ſe J 
(8) Rom. i. 15. I Pet. v. 2, (5) Col. iii. 16. (i) Rom, " oc 2 
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Secondly, The Miniſters of the Church were ap- 
Pointed by Chriſt to preſide in the publick Offices 
TU Religion, to offer up the Prayers of the Con- 
1d eden to God, and interceed with him to ſend 
uſe on his Graces and Bleſſings upon them; and 
,,agreeably the twenty-four Elders in the Revelations, 
ſervig o are by all Commentators acknowledg'd to 
ber nify the Chriſtian Miniftry (a), are repreſented as 
Chr wing every one of them golden Vials of Incenſe (C), 
imm hich are explained to be the Prayers of the Saints. 
tho d chat a ſpecial Efficacy may be expected from 
Yo Myers addreſſed to God thro cheir Miniſtry, is evi- 
one dept from that Direction of St. James, Is any Man 
among you ? Let him call for the Elders of the Cbarch; 
let them pray over bim, anointing him with Oil in 
Name of the Lord: And the Prayer of Faith ſhall 
e the Sick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up; and if he 


o 6 
its at, 


omm z committed Sins, they ſhall be forgiven bim (c). To 
or tha Miniſters alſo of the Church were committed 
 !0 "fi Office of Bapti/m (d), and the Conſecration of 
\polithe Lord s-Supper (e). 


t. 7 And that beſides this Authority of Teaching, and 


ointts ini ring in the publick Offices of Religion, the 
Ag periors of the Church had a Power allo of Rule 


Wt Apoſtles Exerciſe of this Power in their own 
Vrſons, but alſo from the Commiſſions and Orders 
en to ſach Officers as they appointed in the 
urch. Thus St. Paul directs Timorhy not only ro 
certain Duties, but command them (F). Titus is 
power d to Rebuke with Authority (g). The An- 
gor Biſhops of the Churches in Aſia are blamed 
not exerciſing Authority (bh). Among the Elders 
. ſome are diſtinguiſh'd as ruling or preſiding well, 
wf Ts (i). St. Paul commands the Corin- 
Ws, to ſubmit themſelves to Stephanas, and to every 


— — 
7. 2 In .) Vid. Grot. in Loc. and in Rev. iv. 10. (b) Rev. v. 8. 
im. 1% Jam. v. 14, 15. (4) Mat. xxviii. 19. (e) 1 Cor. Xl. 23. 
dom. X. Mt Tim. iv. 11. (g) Tit. ii. 15. (5) Rev, ii. ( Tn. v. 12. 

. F 3 one 


8 ol 
N. 
* 
Ef 4 
Pi 
— 
14 
* 
5 


24 Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt. 


one who helped him, and labour d in the Miniſtry of th gy 
Saints (a). He aſcribes alſo a Power of JudgmenF 
to the Superiors of that Church, Do not ye Jud 
them that are within (b)? The Church among ti, 
Hebrews is commanded, to remember them who hi 
Rule over them (c); --- To obey thoſe who were appoint. 
to Rule over them (c). 1 

I know it has been pretended, that the Wo 
HY, uſed by the Apoſtle in the two Places 1:8 
referr'd to, does not imply any Character of 4 
thority, but ſignifies merely Guides, Perſons who wean 
to lead the Flock by their Doctrine and Examp . 
but without any Power to command. It happens i 
deed, that the Words Leader or Guide are not prop 
Appellations of any Office of Power among us, Mn 
the Greek Words *Hysw#G- or Hywwr, and I 
which tranſlates them in Latin, were in thoſe La 
guages, But that 'HyswrO- was commonly uſed XJ 
- ſignify a Perſon veſted with Authority, might ff 
ſhewn from the beſt Greek Writers. But there is 7” 
Occaſion to look farther for the Meaning of it he#8 
than to the Text it ſelf, The Apoſtle commands c 
Hebrews to be Obedient and Subject to them, mis 1 
Yu min. Now Subjection and Authority are Cor! * 
latives, neither can it be imagin'd the Apoftle wo 
require them to be ſubject to Perſons who had 
Authority over them. And therefore, if we 1X 
Guides in the place of Rulers, the Senſe will not*% 
alter'd, fince they are ſuch Guides as Men are bout 
to ſubmir to and obey. Suppoſe then there u 
leſs Reaſon, than appears from the known Uſe * 
the Word, to tranſlate it Rulers; yet the Tranſlag Eu 
have led us into no Miſtake by calling them WP 
fince ſuch Authority as is contended for, is aſcril E 
to theſe Guides; and the earlieſt Hiſtories of % 
Church aſſure us, chat this Authority was accordipy 
ly exerciſed by them, * 5 


W 


— —Serip 
(a) I Cor. xvi. 15, 16. () 1 Cor. v. 12, (ec) Heb. xiii. 7. 
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CHAP. IV. 


NF tbe Nature and Extent of theſe Powers com- 
g th mitted to the Viſible Rulers of the Church : 
0 bra And 1ſt, Of their Authority to Teach. 


Pom HAT Chriſt therefore has appointed Supe- 
Wo, riors in his Church, with Authority not only 
es 1,8@ Teach and Miniſter in it, but alſo to Rule and 
of Govern it, is a Concluſion we may venture to re- 
„ we lane, and proceed to inquire more diſtinctly, into 


| the Nature and Extent of theſe Powers, and, 

Ft, It is evident, that their Commiſſion to Preach 
Teach others muſt give an Authority to their Do- 
fine, which cannot belong to others not Parta- 
k 3 s of the ſame Commiſſion. Thus our Lord tells 


: 1 Seventy, when he ſent them forth to preach the 
uſed Goſpel, He that beareth you hearth me (a). They 
ght 4 Embaſſadirs and Legates of Cbriſt (b), andthe 


. Meſſage which They deliver demands Reverence 
i he 80d Submiſſion on account of that high Character. 
nds Not that They have an abſolute unlimited Au— 
m;:thority to declare what They pleaſe to be the 
C Word of God, or to add to or diminiſh one Tittle 
Aim their Inſtructions. This would not be Preach- 

ag the Docrines, or declaring the Will of Chriſt, 
Preaching themſelves (c), and uſurping the Su- 
macy of their Maſter, What Dodtrines are 
ealieg ht and delivered in the Scripture, thoſe and 
- © theſe only have they Authority to Preach and 
Teach in the Name of Chriſt; but becauſe They 
| Tegggnot execute this Office without judging from 
Seriprure what Doctrines Chrift has commanded 
em to Teach, and the Extent of their Authori- 
c is Teachers depends upon the Authority of thoſe 
> 0! Inlerpretations of Scripture, by which they form this 
COrdiy gment of their Duty, it is neceſſary to enquire, 
how far this Office gives them Authority to interpret 

Sefipture. | 

DE 74 a) Luke x. 16, (b) 2 Cor. v. 20. (c) 2 Cor. iv. 5. 
A F 2 That 


anſlat 
them 
aſcrit 


is x 
” 


26 Of the Vifible Church of Chriſt. 


That they have a Right to interpret ScripturPlſc 
for their own Direction in the Diſcharge of thin 
Office, muft be acknowledged, becauſe in thiBgu' 
they act upon a Level with other Chriſtiansraſth 
and as immediate Subjects of Chriſt. And if everyams ec 
Chriſtian as a Subject of Chriſt, has a Right t 
conſult and interpret Scripture, in order to judg:i8 
what Duties are required from him in his eg. 
the Miniſters of the Church cannot be exclud er 
from this general Right of judging in their Station: 
what the Scriptures require them to Teach, as thirallc 
Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſt. And ſo far iet 
every private Chriſtian's Interpretation is a juſt AuIWig 
thority for him to act on, ſo far is the Interpret, 
tation of the Miniſter an Authority for him «alc 
Teach what appears to him to be the Docttine cup 
Chriſt. The great Queſtion is, How far his Intense 
pretations of Scripture have Authority to obligte de 
others to receive what he teaches as the Doctrin 
of Chriſt, and to Believe and Practice according dato: 
them. Now, qual 
1. As ſome Doctrines of Chriſt are ſo plain, thare ſo 
no Chriftian is excuſed who miſtakes and acts cor0'T 1 
trary to the Meaning of them; fo with reſpect Mic 
theſe plain Doctrines, no Authority on Earth, nahe 
even an Angel from Heaven can impoſe a cont: Mc 
ry Interpretation on us. And when our Paſtor teac 
es theſe Doctrines in the fame Senſe in which 4 
underſtand them, tis indeed a great Confirmatich 
to our Judgment, to find it agreeable to his Sent 
ments, who is commiſſioned to inſtruct ns. But {Fe 
il this he does not act properly with any Authority, H 
al does not determine our Belief or Practice, but on 
1 inculcates to us, and reminds us of what we a 
| knowledg'd before. But, | 
| 2. Some Doctrines of Chriſt are, to many of b 
| Diſciples, of difficais or doubtful Interpretation, t 
| 
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not be in general and abſolutely neceſſary, yet tham— 
particular Occaſions ct Action may require ſucgyy ; 
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tur ſons to conſult theſe Precepts, and inform 
chin mſelves in the Meaning of them. Now in theſe 
thiDg@ubts and Difficulties, their proper Recourſe is 
iansr@their Paſtors and Teachers, who are appointed 
verſes the Perfecting of the Saints, for the Edifying of the 
t E. of Chriſt (a). And when the Reaſons given by 
udg:h8 Paftor for his Interpretation, are equal to thoſe 
ion eſtes by our own Mind for a different Senſe, 
ud: udgment ought to be ſubmitted to by us. And 
tionhat not only for Reaſons of Prudence and Diſcre- 
s th:ration, as becauſe of his particular Study and Ap- 
ar »h@cion, his ſuperior Knowledge, &c. but from an 
} AuMligarion of Conſcience to his Commiſſion and Au- 
rpcchonssy- For in this Caſe, we do not ſubmit our 
m on or our Faith to him, but the Reaſons are 
ne cußpoſed equal, and the Conteſt is wholly between 
Intcowtf Authority and his, and conſequently ought to 
oblig e determined in Favour of the Superior, 
Arin&irdly, Our Submiſſion to the Judgment of our 
ing {'aſtors is rather more a Duty, when from only 
qual Reaſons produced by any other Perſons, we 
n, tlare ſolicited to receive an Interpretation contrary 
s Co Theirs, not only becauſe che one is under no 
> /afticular Obligation to lead us right, and may 
h, ne reaſonably be ſuſpected of an Intention to 
ce us than our Paſtor, who is appointed to 
teac for our Souls (b), and is particularly acconnta- 
ch wile Cod for the Direction he gives us: But be- 
matichie the Paſtor has a Commiſſion from Chrift to 
Sende and Inſtruct us, and the other has none; and 
But Mere other Motives are equal, tis certainly our 
rity, D rather to Hearken to the Voice of our proper 
it nerd, than the Voice of Strangers (e). | 
She Reaſons of Prudence which perſuade us in 
Juch Caſes to ſubmit to the Judgment of our 
Mors, are almoſt innumerable. But in compli- 
on, tin with theſe, we do not properly ſubmit to the 
it mils lority of their Commiſſion, but act upon the ſame 


yet ti 


ire ſucſſ) Ep. iv, 12. (: 1 
W Eph. iv, 12, Heb. Xiii. 17. (o) Fobn x. 5. 
Perſot . 45 0 7. (o) Foh 5 
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Motives of Diſcretion, which in all other Difficul ſt 
ties determine us to follow the Direction of other e 
more capable of Judging than our felves. But wher N 
the common Reaſons of Aſſent are equal, the Subs 


{ 

ſ 
gu 
r 


miſſion of our Judgment is manifeſtly paid to the) 

Authority, and in every ſuch Caſe is certainly du! 

to it. * 
I. 


More Authority than this we do not claim to t 
Miniſters of the Church as our Teachers. Where th 
Meaning of Scripture is plain and evident, whether 
we collect this Evidence from our own Reaſonin lag | 
or from Arguments offer'd by other Men, no At 
thority muſt be admitted in Contradiction to 19 I 
becauſe no Authority can be an Argument of equi 
Weight, with the plain Evidence of the thin 
But where the Diſpute is only between one Auth 
rity and another, between the Authority of oy 
proper Paſtor, and the Authority of our own Of | 
nion, or the Opinion of one who would ſeduce t 
from him, the Commiſſion of the former ought $80. 
give a Preference to his Judgment, TV 


of their Station as Teachers, or fulfil the Ends 
which they were ordain'd to that Office. We Inſe 
aſſured one great End of their Inſtitution was, Te. 


cunning Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive ( 
But if their Doctrine is of no more Authority « 
any other Perſon's Sentiments, we are ſtill as lia 
to be carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, 2 
ſeduced by Deceivers, as if they had never by 
appointed. He who lies in wait to deceive, is as mull 
to be believ'd as They are, and Chriftians are un 
no more Obligation to follow their Directions th 
his. What they teach is, upon this Suppoſition 


. — 


(a) Eph, iv; 14. 
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Ficy! Irther to be regarded than as tis ſupported by 
the; Meir Reaſons, and can therefore have no more 
her W's than what any other Man teaches, and muſt 
Sub He had juſt the ſame if they had never been or- 
the in'd. And conſequently Chriſtians are no more 
y dy (ured from Error by ſuch Appointment, than they 
Were before withour it, 
to th If it be ſaid, that this Inſtitution of a Mioiſtry 
re this no otherwiſe intended to prevent Error and 
nech Hereſy, than by appointing Perſons under particu- 
nin Jas Obligations to watch and apply the Reaſons 
es i oy: ſupport the Truth upon Particular Occaſions 
to Danger to any Part of the Flock. I wou'd ob- 
f equieive, that from this Conceflion, appears the Wiſ- 
thin en of this Inftitution, by which even the Weak 
Authald the Negligent are in a great meaſure ſecured 
of olim Danger, and all who are willing to apply 
Ode Direction, are provided with an eaſy Recourſe 
Juce one of ſuperior Knowledge. Bur ſtill this Pro- 
ight Won wou'd be ineffectual, in the Caſe before- 
” mentuond, if the Seducer had the ſame Authority, 
ible tand were to be heard with the ſame Submiſſion as 
Dutthe Paſtor. 
nds There will always be a great Number among the 
We Inferiours of the Church, to whom thoſe Characters 
as, 7882 by the Apoſtle will belong, Children in un- 
ied ab% anding (a) Weak in Faith (b), Unlearned, (c), Un- 
Men 2 in the Word of Righteouſneſs (d), Whoſe Senſes 
eve 7 Exerciſed to diſcern between Good and Evil (e). 
ity tt cis evident to Experience, that the Generality 
1 lia she ſe Perſons who are very little capable of Ar- 
ment or Deduction, take the Meaſures of their 
Ry in much the greater Part of their Belief and 
ice, merely from Authority. Nay if we atten- 
i conſider the Diviſions of Mankind upon any 
Wcroverſy, paſt or preſent, we ſhall ſoon be con- 
rifged, that the far greater Number of Partiſans on 


(a) 1 Cor. xiv. 20. () Rom. xiv, 1. l 
Heb. xv. 13. (e) BY *. Ns hs OE 8 
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either ſide are not engaged by the Truth or E . 
dence of Argument, but by Motives of Rey e 
rence or Averſion to thoſe who appear the Pri: W 
cipals in the Debate. Thus it always was wi . 
the Bulk of Mankind, and after all our fine Dec og 
mations on the Liberty of human Underſtanding 
thus it always will be, Now we allow, tis . 
Duty of every Man, as far as he is able, and t 
Direction of the Law reaches, to compare his Co 
duct with the Law of Chriſt, and to be determingy 
in all Queſtions to adhere to that which appeig 
molt agreeable to that Rule. But ſince in all dit 
cult Queſtions, a great Part of Mankind are tg 
capable, and a much greater are negligent of ni 


king a regular Inquiry, and both theſe in the Eve 
will always be determin'd by Authority : All we "ial 
57 
mo 
ſion, 


tend for is, That in ſuch Caſes the Judgment 

their proper and lawful Miniſter ſhould be prefer 
before that of any other Perſon. The Commit: 

of an appointed Guide cannot demand from us Proc 
Reſpect than this; thus much muſt be concluè 
even from that Interpretation of *Hy#uer@- in — 
Text before conſider d, which was intended to p N 
leait favourable to the Power of the Miniſter s. 
tis plain, ſome Authority is there aſcribed to the 
becauſe others are commanded to obey and ful 
to them. If therefore their Office implies no m 
than Guiding or Leading, this Authority muſt be 
low'd them as Guides and Leaders; and if they h“ 
any Authority as diilinguiſh'd by theſe Char act 
they cannot have leſs than we have aſcribed 
them. 

It is indeed abſurd to imagine any Perſon x 
pointed by the Commiſſin of a Superior, to bY 
Guide to others without thus much Authority. i 
what ſignifies his Commiſſion ro guide us, it M8 
are as much at Liberty to follow out oon 8 
ments, or to be guided by any one elſe as we vioo, 
before. If indeed this Guide ſhail attempt to ht o 
us a Way manifeſtiy contrary to his known Io'Wrec 
Qi. 
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Yr E ions, we are obliged not to follow him: Or if 
Rey e have probable Reaſons to ſuſpe either that he 
e Pri: Is miſtaken his Way himſelf, or induftriouſly de- 
S gas to miſlead us, we may with Humility ſuggeſt 
Dec g Ir Apprehenſions: And for our greater Certainty, 
ndin gzuire of other credible Perſons whom we meer. 
tis dd if a great Number of theſe aſſute us we are 
nd 13 of our Way, and agree in directing us to ſome 
is Cocſher, and ſupport their Opinion and Direction 
rmilggh good Reaſons; we may conclude, we are 
appeiqied, and if our Guide will not hearken to theſe 
ll digg ſons, tis our Duty to leave him ſo far as he thus 
are Ions, how much ſoever it may expoſe us to his Diſ- 
of uni@aſure. But if we take upon us to oppoſe our 


e Eve mere Opinion to his Judgment, or follow every 
we 5 Perſon who calls us another Way, or the bare 


nent A bority of any other Perſon, tho equally credible 

referyggigh him; we defeat the very End of his Commil- 

ani. and are guilty of Rebellion againſt that Su- 
us Pryor who appoiated him to lead us, 

nclu dhe 


. CHAP v. 


Df rhe Authority committed to the Rulers of the 
no m Fla, to Miniſter in the public Offices of 


(448 9 4 
| be Religion. 
hey h 


H E Authority which we aſcribe to the Ru- 
lers of the Church under this Branch of their 
Ice, is, 


erſon . That they are ſet apart and diſtinguiſh'd from 
to ba reſt of the Congregation, as the proper Perſons 
-ity. Myffer up the Prayers and Supplications of the Peo- 
us, if io God. | 
n S' Phat in the publick Worſhip of the Congrega- 


we viog, ſome Perſons ſhould preſide over the reſt, is 
t ro lot only agreeable to Order and Decency, but re- 
in laſſchred by the Nature of the Action it ſelf. For it 
ct G cannot 


as 
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cannot be conceived, how an Aſſembly of Mex Pe 
can vnite in their Devotions, any other way tha;W1 
by joining with ſome one Perſon who ofters ub 
Prayers on the behalf of the whole Aſſembly. Thi 
the Miniſters of the Church were the Perſons aj # 
pointed to this Office, I before proved. And ſincPY 
tis reaſonable to believe, that the Prayers of ty 
Faithful are more acceptable to God when offer 
in the Manner which He has preſcribed, it muß 
follow that our Prayers will more effectually deri@n 
che Bleſſings of God upon us, when offer'd thus ab 
cording to his Inſtitution by Perſons appointed SB 
Him to this Office, than when preſented by ar 
other Perſon not thus appointed. And conſequerllll' 
Iv, They are to be accounted of as the Ordinary 18 
ſible Isterceſſers of the Church; or as ſome of te 
Fathers have expreſs'd themſelves wen: e dia 
between God and his People. | res 
Por tho' Chriſt be our only Mediator in Heavee 
the only Pricſt who by the Merits of that Oblation 1 
bimſelf once offer d intercedes for us with God, 2 
prevails for Acceptance and Succeſs to our Prayes N 
yet has he ordain'd that theſe Prayers ſhou'd be *OPE 
fer'd in his Church by the publick Ainiſters of e 
Religion; Them has he appointed to Intercede WT 
his People in his Name, and to Plead his Meh 
and Satisfaction in their Behalf. All Chriſtians 7 
deed are commanded to pray for one another,: 7 
Whenever they do ſo, they are properly. Interce| 
for one another; but this Office private Chriſti 
are to perform in the Cloſet or the Family. ex 
Pablick Acts of Worſhip this Office belongs to 
Miniſter as the Mouth of the Congregation.. A 7 
therefore with the ſame Propriety that private CH 
flians, who addreſs God according to their Stari 
for the Happineſs of their Brethren, may be ſaio© 
be 1-terceſſors for them, The Miniſters may be ca 
the Publick Interecſſors of the Church. The ordi® 
ry Officers by whom the Prayers of the Cong 


gation are preſanted to God, and conſequently $186 
perſqdfe 
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tha Mrſons by whoſe Miniſtry the Bleſſings pray d for 


ers u 


4 the Congregation are ordinarily and regularly to 
The | 


obtain'd from God. 
2. Another Branch of their Authority in the 
lick Offices of Religion is the Adminiſtration of the 
rament: That this was ſpecially committed to 
m is evident from the Scriptures before cited. It 
t mul ot, I think, pretended by any Chriſtian, that the 
deri nſecration of the Euchariſt belongs to any but the 
hus Miniſtry ; much Diſpute indeed has been rais d con- 
ted Fhing the Validity of Baptiſm given by private 
by ar- Miſtians: But without entring into the Merits of 
equerMEConcroverſy, tis ſufficient to my preſent Pur- 
nary V to obſerve, 1. That the Scriptures plainly and 
of eſsly commit the Adminiſtration of this Sacra- 
Media to the Miniſtry. 2. That they no where ex- 
rely commit it to any other Perſons. 3. That 
Heavele who contend for the Validity of Lay- Baptiſm al- 
lation! Mit to be Irregular; and that tho' the Act when 
od, 20 uf is valid, yet the Perſon had no Autboruy to do 
Praye3 tom which Conceſſion it follows, that this Office 
d be foperly and regularly belongs to the AMinifters of 
1s of e Church, and that they only can act Auiboritative- 
ercede I the Adminiſtration of it. Which is as much as 
s Mei here concern'd to prove. 


tians © 


6 


her, 2 9 N . — 
a H AE VL 

ag 4 Authority of Legitlature committed to the 
1 þ Viſible Rulers of rhe Church. 

ate Ci _ | 

r Stat Mong the Powers committed tothe Superiors 


of che Church, we are to acknowledge their 
Writy to make Laws; but under theſe Limitati- 
is hat they relate only to Externals, and are not 
| Cong Hictory to the Laws of Chriſt. | 5 
jently Vo the Internal Behaviour of his Servants Chriſt 


Perſſft ſo full and * a Rule, that no Authority 
4 2 


OJ 
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on Earth can add to or diminiſh from it. An{@@; 
whatever External Ordinances he has appointed to high 
Church, he has not intruſted any of his Miniſtcgge : 
with Authority to reverſe or alter. But with regal 
to the Viſible Action He has given Authority to th; 
Rulers of his Church to injoyn ſuch a Manner & 
performing his Commands, as may promote Decent 
Peace and Edification: And as far as may be conducii 
to the ſame Ends, to Preſcribe or Probibit ſuch Wes 
ther Actions alſo as are in their nature Indiffere 
(i e.) neither ccmmanded nor forbidden by Him. 6&0! 
Thus we find the Council at Jeruſalem, for Rt 
ſons of Peace and Expedience, prohibited TH 
ſtrangled, and Blood (a). St. Paul alſo gave Laws lt 
Rules to the Corinthians, for the greater Decency I 
their Publick Aſſemblies --- That Women ſhon d Wit 
ſpeak in them (b). That they ſhow'd be cover d (c), i 
for the more orderly Celebration of the Lord's S887 
per(d). | 14 
It has been objected indeed to this Argumele n 
That the Power of the Apoſtles was Extraordinalt' 
That they were infallibly and immediately directed BW 
the Hy Spirit, and conſequently that it cannot MM" 
inferr'd from their Practice, that the Ordinary ( 
vernours of the Church have this Power of preſſ Ml 
bing Rules Oc. Before we proceed, therefor tl 
concerns us to remove this Objection. Now 
acknowledg d. Hvar. 
1 That all thoſe Miraculous Powers that were W t! 
ven to the Apoſiles for the Converſion of the wart 
were Extraordinary, and no Part of that Autho* 
Which was derivd by their Ordination on dt 
Subſtitutes and Succeſſors: But that They actus of 


committed to the Ordinary Rulers of the Chil 
ſuch Powers as we contend for, has in part Mu 
{hewn already; and I ſhall endeavour farther to 
ſert by direct Proofs, From which Proofs it , 
(a) Ad, xv. (F) 1 Cor. xiv. 24. (c) I Cor. xi. (d) 14 


— wn _—_—_ 
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An@&pppear, that beſide thoſe Extraordinary and Tem- 
to hi Powers which were Perſonal, the Apoſtles 
niſtc"gge alſo inveſted with an Ordmary Communicable Au- 
Hey of the ſame Extent with what we now claim, 

they could not tranſmit to others an Authori- 
Which they had not receiv'd themſelves. 

Decen That the Apoſtles in All, and even in theſe Or- 
Parts of their Office, were aſſiſted with a Mea- 
of the Divine Spirit not afterwards continued to 
iffera@Eburch, is eaſily granted; They were the Ma- 
im. sg puilders, who were firſt to form and Model this 
r Raty: And not only the Pattern according to 
Th ;:h it was to be framed; but many of thoſe Rules 
aus which they preſcribed for the external Order 
encyKEdification of it, we believe were dictated to 
od M by the Spirit. But the fame Promiſe of the 
c), is extended alſo to their Succefſors unto the End 
d's SE world; and we are aſſured is fulfilled to them 
Mh Gifts as are neceſſary to preſerve and conti- 
ume Order to the Church in which the Apoſtles 
rdinaſt N 
ected N let us conſider a little more attentively the 
annot ht of this Objection as it affects the Legiſlature 
1ary Ce Church. The Medium by which it attempts 
: preſl Mſparage our Inference from the Practice of the 
refor 8812s, is That the Apoſtles were immediately 
Now d by the Spirit to make Laws and Rules for the 
twerd Peace and Order of the Church: Therefore 
were the Objecters) it cannot be concluded from 
ne Wahl Precedent, that other Perſons, mt ſo directed, 
Autho Authority to make ſuch Rules, Cc. | 
on Mt I beg leave to obſerve, That the moft obvi- 


/ acts Concluſions from the Apoſtles being immediately 
> Chil ) the Spirit to make ſuch Laws and Rules for 
parc if utward Peace and Order of the Church ; Are, 

ner toe That the Outward Peace and Order of the 


it ech are, in the Jud f ly Spiri 
s- it 18 , gment of the Holy Spirit 
| hifigs to be provided for by the Governours of it. : 


— er —— 


% That ſuch Kind of Rules and Preſcriptions as 


Kpoſtle gave, are the beſt Means to preſerve 
eie Bleflings to the Church, 88 Now 


7 
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Now the outward Peace and Order of the Chu 
will always require the Care and Superintendei 
of ſome Perſons to provide for it. And ſince 
Apoſtles, the Governours of the Church at 
Time, were by the Holy Spirit appointed to this CH 
this ſeems a Divine Deſignation of the Governo 
of the Church as the proper Perſons to whom 
ſhou'd at all times Belong. And if this be alloſ 
a Part of their Office, by what better and more] 
feual Proviſions can they diſcharge this Office, 5 
by che ſame to which the infallible Wiſdom of (38K 
directed the Apoftles, wiz. by Preſcribing (5% 
Rules as ſhall from time to time appear conducive 
Peace and Order. | ig 5 

It may perhaps be ſaid, that the Rules preſcriſi 
by the Apoſtles were intended to be a full and g J 
petual Proviſion for theſe Ends to all Ages of 
Church, and that no Peiſon may preſume to CY 
ſcribe any other without the ſame immediate Dire 
of the Spirit which they had. M, 

Bur if the Rules preſcrib'd by the Apoſtles were 
tended to be a full and perpetual Proviſion for turd 
Peace and Order of the Church in all Ages, ene 
theſe Rules are to remain of perpetual Ule 42 
Obligation to the Church in all Ages: But on 88 
contrary, tis manifeſt that a great Part of thoſe Ry 1 


were only a Temporary Proviſion adapted to the p% 

ſent State and Exigencies of thoſe Churches f. 
which they were directed, as it muſt appear to 2 
one who obſerves the Rules given by St. Paul to uy 
Church at Corinth ; the greater Part of which wy 
proper only for the State which that Church *D 
then in, not yet ſetled under a Regular Mini 
but govern'd and inſtructed by Perſons Occafionayg 

and Extraordinarily inſpired ; and accordingly 3 
Uſe and Obligation of thoſe Rules have not b& 
thought by any, except a few Enthuſiaſts, to xte 
farther than to the particular Circumſtances of . 


Church to which they were given. And the 0 5 
&; 


natural Inference, from the Apoſtles being dire 
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ChylWbe Spirit to provide for the Peace and Order of 
nde Church, by ſuch Rules as were adapted to the 
ice Mular Scare. and Exigences of it in their time, is, 
at Mak is the Will of God, that their Succeſſors in 
is CS overnment of the Church, ſhou'd follow their 
ern fr ple, and preſcribe ſuch Rules as appear condu- 
SY Mo theſe Ends in the particular State and Cir- 
alloances of the Church in their time. 

far as any Rules given by the Apoſtles are at 


e me, and in any Circumitances of the Church, 
* 


af Meive to theſe Ends; ſo far they are of Force 
8 5 bligation: But when thro' the different Cir- 
— * nces of the Church, they either obſtruct theſe 

ia or are no longer neceſſary to promote them, 
eſen irine Intention in preſcribing them is more 
ad ally comply'd with by their Repeal, than by 
es Ot Continuance. And agreeably the Rules given 


Paul to the Corinthians for Praying and Propheſy- 
& turns, 8&c, which were expedient for that 
were 
n for (ug 
es, ih 
Jle 1 
on | 


Miniſtry came to be eftabliſh'd would have 
'd that Peace, and Order which they were 
ed to promote. And ſo the Decree, prohi- 
things ſtrangled and Blood, when it appear'd no 
neceſſary co avoid Offence to the Fews, was 
e RIG ſucceeding Ages of the Church annull'd, 
the f. hflanding the Apoſile ſays, He wrote the 
ches Wir by che Commandment of the Lord (a), and 


ir to! 


utter is expreſly called a Decree of the Holy 
n #&). So that the earlieſt and beſt Ages of the 
did not think the Rules givee by the Apo- 
erpetually Binding, notwithſtanding the Di- 
Pilecion by which they were preſcribed: or 


$. 
urch 


of 

ae to be of any farther Obligation than as the 
o 1y Ps for which they were preſcrib'd continued 
gy ire them; But that when theſe Reaſons 


. the Governours of the Church had Authori- 


es of . 
the m 
' dire 


1 Cor. xiv. 37, Ad, xv. 28. 


Y 


as Þ- — — — 
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- *cis manifeſt they thought the ſame Authoring 


Spirit by which the Apoſtles acted. 


from this Power. How weak and inconcluſive - 


pleas d to dwell with him, let him not put her au 8 


— —— — — 
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ty, by the Ordinary Power committed to then Wer 
Superſede or Repeal them: And ſince the ſame gue 
thority is required to Repeal a Law as to Enadqſt 


which the Apoſtles made theſe Laws, was tranſl 
red to them; (i. e) That the Apoſtles in theſeg 
fances acted only by the ſame Ordinary Power wil 
they deliver'd down to Them, tho” They (the 
ſtles) were in a more particular manner affiſtedi got 
directed by the Spirit in the Exercife of it: le 
that when theſe Extraordinary Aﬀiſtances ceas d hr 
Ordinary Power did nevertheleſs remain: And he 
it was their Right and their Duty to exerciſanes 

according to the beſt of their Diſcretion, a C 
emergent Exigences of the Church requir'd, wid t 5 
waiting for that immediate and ſpecial Direct ion „ in 

Ins 


From what has been offer'd in reply to this 
jection I obſerve, that ſuppoſing the Truth of wghrr'i 


is ſuggeſted in it, That the Apoſtles in preſcri u 


theſe Rules acted always by the immediate Dir#ialth, I 
of the Spirit; and that none but the Apoſtles, due 
their Lives, were allow'd to preſcribe them, eff 
are as full Conceſſions as can be deſired; yet th 
theſe Conceſſions, it will not follow that the- a 
ceeding Governours of the Church are excl :he 


muſt this Objection appear if neither of theſe Mſere 
poſitions is true? Sg 16h 
As to the Firf, tis manifeſt St. Paal deli 

Rules which he expreſly tells us were not the Mion 
ctien of the Spirit To the reſt ſpeak I not the Lou oſ 
any Brother hath a Wife that believeth not, and iure 


Here we ſee He ſpeaks in the Style of Auth 
Let him nat put her away; and to the Wo 
Let Her not leave Him. But in preſcribing 


(a) 1 Cor. vii. 12, 


Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt, 49 


mers, ic muſt be allow'd that He acted only in 
e fixtue of his General Commiſſion, as a Ruler of 
aſs Church, by which He was authoriſed to 
ine any ſuch Laws as He ſaw convenient, pro- 
chey were not contrary to the Laws of Chriſt. 
Wat 'tis plain, the Apoſtles preſcribed Rules for 
h They had not the expreſs Direction of the Spirit; 
iince the Ordinary Governours of the Church 
ede zot denied to have as much Authority as the 
: l(poRtles in all things in which They were not inſpi- 
der which did not relate to their Miſſion to con- 
id he World, their Precedent muſt in theſe In- 
ciſaes be acknowledg'd concluſive for this Power 
ame Ordinary Miniſtry. 
with t Secondly, The Inſtances are numerous in 
n . in which this Authority was exercis'd by 
Ins who were not Apoſtles. In the Council 
his Nruſalem, not only the Apoſtles, but the Elders 
of withrr'd in the Decrees of that Aſſembly (a). 
ſcri Nu ſends a general Direction to the Church at 
Dir, Let all Things be done decently and in Order (6) ; 
dub e preſcribing ſuch particular Rules as ſhould 
, Wlkellary co that end, he leaves to the Superi- 
yet that Church. And ſo he informs Titus, that 
the ig a Part of his Commiſſion in Crete, to Set in 
xc te Things that were wanting (c), which muft 
ive Ben Authority to make ſuch Rules as he in 
jeſe MMcretion ſhould think conducive to that Order 
net was wanting; ſo that others alſo who were 
deli les, exerciſed this Authority with their Ap- 
the Mion. And conſequently, the ordinary Gover- 
Lot of the Church have ſufficient Ground from 
and ipgure for the Right they claim to preſcribe ſuch 
ale; tho' it ſhould be granted, this Power could 
uth e inferr'd from the Practice of the Apoſtles 
Wolves. And ſince this Power was given to theſe 
by the Apoſtles, their being immediately 
el by the Spirit, proves that it was the Dir. tion 
— —b* Spirit, that they ſhould have this Power. 


JI. xv, 6, 23. ()) 1 Cor. xiv. 49. () Tir. i. 3. 
On H As 
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As to the Extent of this Legiſlative Power of thaw 
Church I before limited it to Externals, and to ſupihs 
Actions as are either commanded or left undeterminghje 
by Chrift. It cannot extend to any Action forbids 
by Chrift, or to impoſe any Law on the Conſcienl 
or preſcribe any Thing to the Faith or Practice wh 
Men as a Condition of Salvation. The Rulers of tai 
Church, therefore, as Legiſlators, may not conce{gh 


themſelves with the inward Belief of the Mind, 9% he 
the ſecret Grace of the Heart in their Laws, nor ig 


fix the Penalty of Damnation to the Es | 


They Teach indeed, that the inward Beliehg Bol 
certain Truths, and the inward Obedience of 1 
Soul in moral Duties, are neceſſary to Salvatignkslie: 
Bur this is the Doctrine, and not the Law of An; 
Church. As a Law, tis referr'd wholly to the , wo © 
tbority of Chrift : But theſe Things the Church tea be 
es, and is obliged to Teach, becauſe it belizony w! 
them to be eſſential Parts of Chriſtian Religion. Bgctri 

But with Regard to the External Obſervancami 
all Chriſt's Commands, and as Terms of on 
Communion, the Governours of the Church * 
ordain Laws or Rules, and injoin ſuch Adtionhrgfs 7 
are agreeable to Chriſt's Laws, and prohibit ſucligpe, 
are contrary to them. They may order the Tie are 
of publick Prayers and Faſts, and the Behaviou Aved 
be obſerved in them: They may direct the pub a Th 
Exerciſe of our Charity, and other moral Dul Fd b 
And with reſpect to Faith and Doctrine, ſince 
publick Profeſſion and Teaching of thoſe are Ext 
Acts, they properly fall within the Directioq 
the Church, and accordingly the Rulers of it 1m 
injoin the publick Profeſſion of ſuch Articles, andi his 
publick Teaching of ſuch Doctrines as are agreed ſince 


of 


1 
_ 
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tb 0 Scripture, and forbid ſuch as are contrary to it. 
ſac To this Branch of their Office indeed it has been 
mughected, that it implies an Authority of interpreting 


pture prejudicial to our Rights, as rational 
ien in and Chriſtians, to judge for our ſelves what 
are to believe and profeſs; and to the Right 
very Teacher of the Goſpel, to judge for him- 
what he is to teach. And becauſe the Legiſlat ure 
d, ofthe Church in theſe Points has been thought 
or ige very much affected by this Objection, it may 
liche f uſe to conſider it a little more diſtinctly. 

utiz Wow far the Rulers of the Church, as Teachers, 
xte Authority to direct the inward Aſſent of the 
red, has been conſider'd and ftated in a former 
buingbicy, The Point here in Queſtion is, how far 
in he have Authority to direct and require our Exter- 
fProfeſſion, or Publick Teaching of the Doctrines of 


liehgGolpel. Now I preſume it will not be denied, 
of That all Chriſtians are indiſpenſably obliged 
vatig zlieve ſome Articles of Faith, on Pain of Dam- 
of Aan; becauſe Chriſt has expreſly declared, Thar 


po believeth not ſhall be damned. And ſince he 
teahg believes theſe Propoſitions in a different Senſe, 
deli what Chriſt intended in them, does not believe 
on. Nyctrine of Chriſt, but a Propoſition of his own 
ancagming ; it follows, that we are bound to believe 
neceſſary Articles in the ſame Senſe in which 
t meant them: With Reſpe&t therefore to 
riot Laws, Men are not at full Liberty what to 
ſuchiepe, or what not to believe, any farther than 
Tie are at Liberty to chooſe, whether they will 
ion rec or damned. 

pub a That every Preacher of the Goſpel is firialy 
Dullgd by the Law of Chrif, to preach thoſe Do- 

ages only which Chrift has taught. 


Ext hat the Rulers of the Church have Authn- 
.ct10 WP require our External Obſervance of all Chrift's 
fit Mat leaſt of all Laws which he has ſtrictly ob- 


andi d his Diſciples in their ſeveral Stations to obey. 
greed ance the only External Obſervance that can be 
| | paid 
* 
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paid to a Law, requiring us to Believe, or to Teachrine 
is openly Profeſſing ſuch Belief, and Teaching ſudi th 
Doctrines as are directed by that Law; it follous ov 
that the Rulers of the Church muſt have Author 
ty to require us openly to profeſs our Aſſent to ſu o i 
Articles, and to teach ſuch Doctrines as Chriſt Hof 
required us according to our Stations to BelieWWow 
and Teach, | im, 
The Queſtion then to be reſolved in Order M Cl 
ſatisfy this Obje&ion is, whether the Rulers of n; 
Church have Authority, as Law givers, to requy 1 
ſuch Articles to be profeſt, and ſuch Doctrines s on 
be taught, as they from their own Interpretation Wihe 
Scripture think Chriſt has required us according Hed 
our Stations to Profeſs or Teach? the 
Now, if the Rulers of the Church are allow'dt ce 
have any Authority to require an open Profeſſontt 
Faith, and to preſcribe what Doctrines ſhall be o 
/ Taught ; it will be found to follow as a neceſſii 
Conſequence, that they have Authority to requf#be! 
ſuch Profeſſion to be made, and ſuch DocrineMIpMre 
be taught, as they from their own InterpretationJuled. 
Scripture believe Chriſt has required to be prop 2 
Wu 


own Interpretation of Scripture, they would r 
Authority to direct what they believe conti th 
to the Law of Chrift, and conſequently to th. 
tradict what to them appears a Law of Chriſt. milder” 
if they may permit Men to profeſs or teach Magtio⸗ 
Thing contiary to what they believe Chriſ « 


directed, the Abſurdity will be the ſame: For c A 
they may permit Men to commit what they ch i 
Chriſt has forbidden, and ſo be Partakers of te 
Sin, and moreover be guilty of a diſtin& Sin C 
their own, in not executing that Authority wil of 


Chriſt has given them, to prohibit all open Vio 
ons of his Laws. Either, therefore, we muſt aK 


that they have any Authority to require an open M A 
ſelſon of Faith to be made, or to preſcribe vFeQuir 
i pp 1 - . t- + ++ k n „„ 1 9. "kb 


b 


va 4 
* 
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* 


ließ power of admitting Men into the Church by 
, is committed to them. For an open Profeſſ- 
ler Chriſtian Faith, is a neceſſary Condition of 
fg; and conſequently, they muſt have Autho- 
qui d require this Profeſſion, which is the previ- 
nes ondition of it. 
on he Exerciſe indeed of this Power, they are 
1g Med to require no Article to be profeſi d, but 
agmthe Scripture plainly requires to be believ d. 
vd ce no particular Form is preſcribed in Scrip- 


cone i which this Profeflion is to be made, it muſt 
one to the Rulers of the Church to extract from 


-e{Mure ſuch plain Articles, as every Perſon ſhall 
equfeſbefore he is Baptized, and ſo far to interpret 
ineIpWre, as to judge what is plain and fit to be 
tionduhed. And conſequently their Obligation to 
pros no Profeſſion, but what is agreeable to Scrip- 
woBgWulſt in the Execution of their Office be reſolv'd 
his, that they are bound to require no Article 
profeſt d, bur what they in their Conſcience 
che Scripture plainly requires to be believ'd. 
ro the Rulers of the Church are farther to be 
ſt. Mer'd, as Guardians of the Churches Peace and 
ch Meion, and veſted with Authority to make ſuch 
\rif{ as are neceſſary to promote and ſecure theſe 
or ud And ſince the Peace and Edification of the 
is no way ſo much endanger, as by Men's 
teaching Doctrines contrary to thoſe taughe 
Church, which have therefore obtain'd the 
Hof Herefies or Diviſions; They muſt alſo have 
ions rity to preſcribe what Doctrines ſhall be pub- 

taught: And tho' in the Exerciſe of this 
alſo, they are limited by the Laws of Chriſt 


—_ = 


_—- - - 
be equire nothing to be taught, but what is agree- 


54 Of the Viſible Church of Chrifl. * ( 
able to Scripture, and prohibit nothing but Moin 
is contrary to it; yet the Application of this bikes « 
muſt be left to their own Judgment and Conſciem q by 
What, upon the Reſult of their Inquiry, appeaggly l3 
them agreeable to Scripture, that they muſt ah;: 
mand to be taught; and what appears repuguli@n'« 
to it, that they muſt forbid : And if in exec 
this or the former Part of their Office, they wi 
preſcribe any Thing which happens not to be are 
able to the Intention of Chrift's Law, they ha is 
Right to all that can be ſaid in excuſe of any w 
Perſon, who acts upon a miftaken Senſe of Scriph i 
In all indeed that they challenge in the Exec 
of either Office, they claim no other Right in wil 
Station, but what is earneſtly contended fo 
all private Chriſtians in their Station. For 
Governours of the Church are as much oblige 
Conſcience to perform the Duties of their Stag; 
according to the Rule of God's Word, as any 
ſerior Chriftian is to perform the Duties of his 
tion. And ſince the Admiſſion of Men into 
Church by Baptiſm, and providing for the Peach th. 
Edification of the Church, are Duties of their Sta ed 
no Reaſon can exclude them from the ſame M C 
of interpreting Scripture for the Direction of wh 
Conſcience, in the Diſcharge of theſe Duties, wii 
every private Chriftian demands for the Direigf 
his Conſcience, in the ordinary Duties of Life: jag 
fince it is impoſſible for them to perform theſe 
ties with a good Conſcience, without judging Hur 
Scripture what Articles they ſhould require ar 
profeſs'd, and what Doctrines they ſhould reh 
or forbd to be taught; They muſt conſequyity 
have a Right ſo far to interpret Scripture, as to iq 
what Articles are to be profeſt, and what Doch þ 
are to be taught: And ſince their Commiſſion obe e 
them alſo to require ſuch Profeſſion to be made, Mer 
ſuch Docttines to be taught, as they from their ri R; 


Interpretation of Scripture judge fit and neceſl—= 
They muſt alſo have Authority by their Commi? D 2 
| i; 

» 
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t i vin ſuch Profe ſſions to be made, and ſuch Do- 


Vjection requir d from the Inferiors, is exactly 
nd to the Autbority intruſted with the Superi- 
if the Superiors have Authority to preſcribe in 
y We Inftances, their Subject; are bound ro obey 


CHA EF 


'the Juriſdition committed to the Rulers of 
i & the Viſible Church, 


1 CE Laus without Sanctions, would be no 
ore than an Advice; and a Legiſlative Power, 
ve of little Uſe without Authority to execute 
arch Beralties of its Laws on thoſe who tranſgreſs 
eacah the Rulers of the Church muſt be conſider'd_ 
Staheſed alſo with judicial Authority, to cenſure or 
* Offenders. 
r this Authority was by our Lord committed 
VIA poftles ; that in Virtue of that Commiſſion, 
Wxecuted this Authority; that during their 


fe: other Perſons alſo were by them ordain'd to 
_ de Power, and That the ſucceeding Ages of 
ng urch did conftantly Exerciſe this Power, has 
ic "ikarnedly and inconteſtably proved by the ve- 


rec Prelate (a) before cited. I ſhall at preſent 
£0v: ume, that in conſequence of his Lordſhip's Rea- 
to t will be granted, that the Governours of the 


.— — 
0) Dr. Potter's Diſcourſe of Church Government, chap. 5. 
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Bidden Man of the Heart, who is Subject only to Ne 
Furiſai&ion of Chriſt ; yet this Authority has Obtai Agalit 
the Name of Spiritual, becauſe it is given for Sp di 
tual Ends for Edification (a), &c. and the Penal 
it inflicts are different from thoſe: inflicted by 
Civil Magiſtrate, which in oppoſition to theſe lf 
call'd Temporal, For though tis certain, that divdg 
bodily Diſeaſes, and Death it ſelf, frequently Mt « 
rended the Cenſures of the Church in the firſt Ahe 
of the Goſpel; yet this was a miraculous Annexion ti hav 
the Eccleſiaſtical Sentence, and no Part of the 
nary Power of the Church, which reaches no far 
than to exclude from ſome or all the External Pri w 
leges of that Society, or reſtore the Offende r 
them again, a Power which fundamentally belong w! 
to every Society. er will 

But it doth not hence follow, that Temporal t 


nalties may not be lawfully, or uſefully annex at 


the Cenſures of the Church; the contrary may he 
ther be preſumed, ſince God himſelf did mir the 
louſly joyn ſuch to the Cenſures of the firſt AA Hon 
And the Civil Magiſtrate to whom the ordingygly, 2 
Power of Temporal Penalties belongs, may hahe ec 
conclude it lawful and proper for him to add pho 1, 
ſame kind of Penalties to the ordinary Sentence 
the Church. That he may infli& temporal Pig 
ties on thoſe Actions which offend the Church 

far as the ſame indanger the Peace of the Statfygh 
not diſputed; and that he may exert this Po 
with an immediate Regard to the outward Wel P. 
of the Church, ſeems alſo plain, becauſe he ip befor: 
only the Guardian of the Civil Peace, but alſo h A; 
Nurſing Father 7 the Church (b); which Charg ons 
cannot imply leſs than that he ſhould protect an ies 
courage the Friends and Ornaments of it, and pro 
courage the Enemies and Scandals of it, unk 


A 6 


how he can effect more than his meaneſt Sub 
any otherwiſe, than by the Execution of his © 
Power is not eaſily imagin'd. N 


(4) 2 Cor, xiii. 10. (5) J. xlix. 23. 1 2 | 
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to Neither, is the Eccl-fiaſtical Officer any way un- 
tai Agalified for this Delegation of Civil Power. For if 
Sp i divine Wiſdom thought the Rulers of the Church 
per Perſons to be intruſted with the Infliction of 
fe miraculous Penalties, which attended the Primi- 
Cenſures of the Church; no Reaſon can be 
en why they ſhould be unfit to be veſted with 
y Wat Civil Power, which the Magiftrate may apply 
t Ach he Protection of the Church, and which ſeems 
ion ei have ſucceeded in the Place of that former mira- 
us Power; but then neither of theſe are to be 


arg d on as properly Eccleſiaſtical Powers, but as the 
was the extraordinary Interpoſition of God, ſo the 

derothier is wholly derived from the Civil Magiſtrate ; 

eloang when both are taken away, the Eccleſiaſtical Pow + 
e mill nevertheleſs remain intire. 


nd prohibie ſuch Actions as are wi/ible Tranſgrefli- 
ww! them ; They muſt have Power to inflict Pe- 
Subaach es, both on Offenders againſt their Rules of 


Neis 1 Peace, 
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Expulſion from their Communion. 


Moral Laws is acknowledged: And ſince it has beras 


"0 


Peace, and on ſuch Perſons who wi{ebly tranſgte g de 
Chriſt's Laws. hure 
Not that they pretend to execute the Law: th 
Chrift, for then they mutt inflict the Penalty denou en 
ced by him (i e.) Eternal Damnation; But they Huis 
cute only their own Laws concerning the external Oe 
ſervance of Chriſt's Commands; and according uf 
the Penalties which they inflict are only Suſpenſ:0n (Gifty 
710m, * 
They teach indeed, that Men are obliged in Cg Ny 
ſcience and under the Pains of Sin, to obey all tb 
Laws which are not contrary to the Laws of ©_tu Hi 
But then (as I before diſtinguiſh'd,) this is not Tt 
Law, but the Doctrine of the Church; neither 
they teach that theſe Penalties attend Men's Acticeatte 
as they are Tranſgreflions of tber Laws; but s 
they are Tranſgreflions of ſuch Laws of ( briſt, as ne 


O 


quire a Submiſſion to thoſe who are appointed to get; 
over them. But to proceed 


1 2 
That the Church has Authorit to forbid W@ 
puniſh open and notorious Violations of Chriss 


already ſhewn that the Faub of Men is not exeng Me. 
from the Laws of the Church, the ſame Reaſon m) 
alſo prove that tis not privileged from the Cen/M@Fes 
of it. It is granted, that the inward Act of the Milly b 
by which we affirm or deny the Truth of any A 
cle, is not cognizable by any human Author 6 
but the external Profeſſion of Faith is a viſible Part V 
our Behaviour. And ſince Chriſt has left as pff vit 
Laws concerning our Faith, as concerning t 
Moral Actions; there appears no Reaſon why 1H th 


ous Offences againſt the one, may not be forbid b 
puniſh'd by the Rulers of the Church, as well%$ the 
»0torious Offences againſt the other. Yun 

What Chriſt has not required Men to believe, .. 7 


the Church has not Authority to require Men 


profeſs ; but where Chriſt has poſitively deman- 
our Faith, there the Church, as Judge of the eu g 7 
nal Behaviour of Chriſt's Members, has Authol), ia. 


AS 
1 7% 
* 
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rel demand our Profeſſion : And the Practice of the 
THhurch has always been agreeable to this Rule. 
„Ich in the Apoſtolick and the ſucceeding Ages, an 
ou gen Profeſſon of Chriſtian Faith has always been 
exrgWuired as a neceſſary Condition of Baptiſm: And 
Oe the Profeſſion of this Faith is the expreſs Condi- 
ng upon which any Perſon is receiv'd into this So- 
n ty; it follows, that when he breaks that Condi- 
tion, and profeſſes a Faith contrary to this, the Ru- 
z of the Church have the fame Power to expell 
from this Society, as they had before to refuſe 
| Admiſſion into it, unleſs he comply'd with the 
t ms requir'd. 
er nd ſince, as Guardians of the Peace and Edifi- 
n of the Church, they have Power by their 
zur s to prohibit the open Teaching ſuch Docttines, 
as end to divide and ſeduce the Members of this 
to Sggety; they muſt alſo have Authority to puniſh 
Jas offend againſt theſe Laws. And agreeably 
find St. Paul excommunicated Hymenæus, Alex. 
, and Philetus (a), for teaching Doctrines con- 
to the Faith of Chriſt. Titus is commanded 
t and ſecond Admoni- 


ng b a 

* ag theſe were Crimes for which they ought to 
bid AV been caſt out. We may therefore conclude, 
well the Church has altogether the ſame Authority 


niſh choſe who publickly offend againſt the 
ie of Faith, as thoſe who publickly offend a- 


ve, (9 | 
Mens t the Morality of the Goſpel. 

man- kc 
e en (all Tim, i. 20. 2 Tim. ii, 17. (5) Tit. iii. 10. (c) Rev. ii. 
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Conſequent to the Power of cenſuring and puniltthe : 


ing Offenders, is that of Abſolving or Releaſing theth zn: 
upon their Repentance. ol 

This Power, as to the Nature and Extent of ih 
is exactly proportion'd to the former. The Churcal 
cannot remir any Penalties, but what it has Auchanll 
rity to i»fli# ; and ſince it cannot infſict the Etzzams © 
nal Penalties of Sin, it cannot abſolve the Offen @arlic 
from them. erred | 


As the Offence is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law ihre 


the Church, the Alſolution of the Church doth pe a 
ſectly and intirely reſtore the Criminal to the Cod Act: 


dition of an upright and innocent Man, and ht 
inftate him in all the External Privileges of that & er 
ciety: And as it is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law Mat 
Chriſt, if the External Signs and Fruits of Repe pf 
tance appear in the Penitent, the Rulers of sp 


Church may and ought to declare that he is Abſolvi is e 


that his Sin is Remitted, and that he is reſtored tob Med 
State of Grace and Favour with Chriſt, And Mina 
the contrary, where theſe Signs of Repentance i&{Ch 
not appear, they are bound to declare the Perſon 3b 
be Impenitent under the Diſpleaſure of Chriſt, 0k 
the Curſe of the Law; and that as by their Cenſly 
he is cut off from the Viſible Society of the Faitl 
here on Earth, ſo he is cut off by the Judgment WW 
Chriſt from his Union with him and his hv 
Church. But this Declaration is not their Senta 1 
but their Doctrine. As Paſtors and Teachers they d to 
obliged to remind the Tpenitent of the appails 4 
Langer of his State, and to comfort the Pens 
with Aſſurance of Pardon upon theſe External #f 


1 det 
That the Prayers of the Faithful offer'd in bet 7 

of the Penitent may be Means of great Efficacy ) 
prevail with God to pardon the Internal Sin, and 
| rv 


5 
* 
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walt the Penalties threatned to it, cannot, I think, 
hech any appearance of Reaſon be denied. That 
lutions of the Church were accompanied 
Plemn Prayers to God to receive the Penitent 
Favour, and that the Penitent was bound 
ithä eat theſe Interceſſions of the Church as proper 


E teas of reconciling him to God, appears from 
nd Earlieſt Hiftories of the Church, and may be 

eie from ſeveral Paſſages and Directions of 
 iptſre (a). That the Paſtors and Elders of the 


peu are appointed by God to preſide in all pub- 
Cck ess of Worſhip, and that Prayers ofter'd 


ſon yMWve Authority to declare to the Penitent, ac- 
ing to the apparent Signs of Repentance in 


did ne Effect both of the Cenſures and Abſolu- 
, che Church, I ſhall have Occaſion to con- 


ou re fully under my next Inquiry, in which I 


to conſider the Character of a SubjeZ in 
bes Visible Church. 


acy 1 . Thorndike; Rights of the Church in a Chriſtian State, 
and! 20. & ſeqg, 
1 CHAP. 
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CHA P. VIII. 


Of the Subjects in Chriſt's Viſible Church i 
the Obedience they owe to the Author 


the Rulers, T — 
RO M what has been aſcribed to the "th 
ours and Governours in this Society, 'tis eapy 
Form our Idea of the Subje&s in it. For this, 2 


Ob 


racer is wholly relative to the former, and is 
prehended in ſuch an Obedience as the Auth 
veſted in their Superiours requires from them. 
1. With Reſpect to the Office of the Supericſe * 
Teachers, a Subject of Chriſt's Viſible Church ig 
fider'd as bound to conſult and adviſe with 9 


the Regulation of his Faith and Practice, to ag 1 
with Reverence and Humility to their afra F 
and to prefer the Authority of their Docringg £1 


Deciſions to the Authority of any other Perſon teach * 
contrary to them. . 

2. With Regard to their Commiſſion, to 15 1 
in the publick Offices of Religion, the Subject is oh its 
to attend to and join with them in all Acts of ww 
Worſhip, to deſire their Prayers and Interceſſion foil 
to receive the publick Ordinances of Religion 
their Miniſtry, not to aſarp upon their Office his 
nor to admit any other Perſon in this Charad 
oppoſ tion to them, vt 

With Regard to their Legiſlative Power, wt 

the Rulers of the Church have Authority to rehzu 
the External Practice of ſuch moral or inſtitute gagce 
ties as Chriſt has commanded, and to enact Rus 
Laws for the Preſervation of External Peace and} 
der, the Subject is bound to obey and ſubmit ro N R 
Laws and Preſcriptions. And, 1 

4. Since they are veſted allo with Author 
Juriſclict ion to puniſh ſuch as offend againft theſe . 
the Subject is alſo obliged to acknowledge 9 E 
thority, and ſubmit to the Inflictions of it. 


f the Viſible Church of Chriſt. 63 
The great Queſtion is, what Kind or Degree of 
jedience is due to the ſeveral Powers contain'd 
Wis Commiſſion of the Superiour? For ſo far as 
) { SWeriowr is limited in bis Authority, fo far allo is 
el limited in his Obedience. 
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65 % 
ei Obedience due to the Superiore, as Teachers 
5 | and Miniſters. 


ute q E Authority of the Superious as Teachers was 


„ ynſider'd with ſo particular a Regard to the 
rioſihhions it laid on their Inferiors, that the Re- 


as of their Obedience to it muſt ſufficiently 


che From what has been already offer'd ; and as 


0 Ut Reſtritons as affect this in common with 


ir Parts of their Character, they will be found 
mag ally conſider'd. 

tea reſpect to their Authority as commiſſion d 
er in the Holy Offices of the Religion, we may 
the Obedience or Submiſſion of the Subject 


cm it is not committed. 
Men Perſons duly ordain'd to this Authority 
e their Commiſſion in the Execution of it. 


Ver, theſe Defects indeed are to be conſider'd 
to teihubject, as either excuſing or limiting his 
cut ace with reſpect to every Branch of the 
t Ruſs authority: But the Limitations arising 
and former of theſe I wou'd obſerve more eſpe- 
ut tog eh reſpect co this Office and that of Teaching : 
heſe Offices are more frequently uſurp'd 
Men are more eaſily preyail'd on to admit 

in theſe Characters, than either as Law- 


Judges over them. Now, whoever takes 
5 upon 


thorig 
neſe lll 
Ce 1 "ff 


* * 
* \ 
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upon him to execute either of theſe Offices, wii: 
being duly call'd and appointed to them accolWiW: 
to the Inſtitution of Chriſt, 'tis certain has no 

Aut bority in them than any other private Chr 
and conſequently no more Regard or Submiſſſſn 
due to him, however he may appear diſtinguiſiſ 
his Gifts and Abilities. Theſe Qualifications i 
may recommend him as a fit Perſon to be adi 
into the Miniſtry ; but till He is regularly adn 
He has no publick Character, his Adminitir 
are null and void as to any Authority, and all a 
Chriſtians ought to deteſt and oppoſe him a 


and @ Robber, For it is not a Conſideration . 


little Importance as ſome Men imagine, by Wl 
Miniſtry we offer up our Prayers to God, or WE» 
whoſe Hands we receive his Ordinances. Wh: 


* 


0 


F 


ſtry where tis occaſion'd by neceſſary and una 
ble Impediments, is not here in queſtion : Bull 
narily we are aſſured, the Bleſſings and Graces 
Chriſtianity teaches us to expect from theſe 
nances, can only be derived to us by them, 
adminiſtred according to Chriſt's Inftitution b of 
ſons regularly call'd as He has directed, and fa, 
ſuch may be had, and we may lawfully join wit 
and uſe their Miniſtry, to depart from then 
rebel againſt the Authority of Chriſt who ag 
ed them, | == E 
As for Moral, or any other Perſonal Defects ¶erv 
want of Commiſſion, tho' they are juſt Reaſon 
which the Superiors of the Church may ref 
one Admiſſion into the Miniſtry, or depo 0 
from the Exerciſe of it; yet cheſe are na 
Reaſons for which any private Chriſtian ma 
draw himſelf from their Adminiſtrations 'as F. 
taught by cur Church in the Twenty ſixth al 
2. Tho' the Miniſter is duly Commili 
theſe Offices, He may be guilty of ſuch I 
rities or Defects in the Execution of them, RY 
excuſe the Subject from joining with him or! 5 th 


w 
i. 


At 1 
2 
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1 ng to him. For Inſtance, He may call upon him 
on in unlawful Prayers; He may refuſe to admi- 


che Sacraments according to Chriſt's Inſtitu- 


reicher leaving out ſome Eſſential Part of the 
"Wn, or adding ſomething Impious or Prophane 
oa: In ſuch Inſtances, tis evident, He acts with- 
i ommiſſion from Chriſt, and therefore without 
4 Authority, and the Subject is not only at Li- 
ine but obliged to withdraw himſelf from Him. 
+ 18 far the Subject is bound to ſubmit to the 
a or Opinion of the Superior, as to the Law- 
or Unlawfulneſs of ſuch Prayers, or the 
on rity of ſuch Adminiſtrations, is to be deter- 
7 by the Authority committed to him as a 
ord, which was ſtated in a former Inquiry: And 
Vhs lar che Subject is obliged to ſubmic to the Ule 
he WA Prayers and Adminiſtrations as directed by 
mas of the Church, depends upon what Obe- 

he a owes to the Legiſlative Power of the 
Eh ; which comes next to be conſtder d. 


CHAP. X. 


Obedience due to the Superiors, as 
Legiſlators. | 


1 LE Legiſlative Power of the Church, I ob- 
rv d was limited, 


of Wo direct only the External Action. 
Vo preſcribe only ſuch External Actions as 
2 agreeable to the Laws of Chrilt. 


Former of theſe Limitations proceeds from 
ral Defect in the Subjects of this Authority, 
Power cannot extend to the Cogniſance of 
erior Conduct; and may therefore more 
be call'd an Excluſion or Nullity of their 
rhan a Limitation of it: For tho' they are 

77 K autho- 
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authoriſed to propoſe and inculcate the Law: Hh 
Chriſt with reſpe& to the internal Behaviour of C 
Subjects, yet in this They do not act as Law-gin ol 
but as Teachers, and the Obligations of the Sul [ 
to ſubmit to them in the Exerciſe of this Po ee 
have been already confider'd. WO 

But the Latter Limitation of their Power, to h 
ſcribe only ſuch Actions as are agreeable to War 
Laws of Chriſt, does not proceed from a Net 
Incapacity to preſcribe any other Actions, but 1 
che Inſtitution and Appointment of Chriſt Wy t 
has thus reſtrain'd them. Theſe Bounds tis evi 
the Ruler may tranſgreſs either thro' Deſig io 
Miſtake ; and conſequently tis of great Cong 
to the Subject ro know how far he is oblige fi. 


obey Him in the Exerciſe of this Power. = | 
It is ſuppoſed then, that the Authority of 
Rulers is limited to require nothing by their (7 ol 
but what is agreeable to the Laws of Chriſt ; wal Ita 
ever therefore they take upon them to preſ 
any Action forbidden by Chriſt's Law, they" 


without any Commiſſion, and the Subject can 
Adtively comply with their Commands, becau\ e 
is under a prior Obligation to obey God ratber . 
Man. . thy 

And as it is allowed to the Governours ol} * no 
Church to judge of the Senſe of Scripture iich 
enacting theſe Laws, ſo it muſt alſo. be all 
to the Subject to judge of the Senſe of Scrint#- 
and of the Agrecableneſs of theſe Laws to ne 
Fc to determine how far he may ative]; 08 . 
them. eie 

In forming this Judgment indeed neither the 1 a2 
ler nor the Subject ac properly as Members he 
Viſible Church, but as Members of the Ine L. 
The Ruler in preſcribing the Law compare el 
Conduct immediately with the Will of Chrift, 1 C 
the Subject in determining whether he may er 
ly obey this Law compares it immediately wii 
Laws of Chriſt, This is an Internal Ago thi 
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1 ch He is immediately and only Subject to Chriſt , 
(WW conſequently whenever He believes that the 
7 of his viſible Superiors is contrary to che Law 


1 
riſt, He is bound to decline an active Com- 
on ce with it. 8 
t that He is always free from Sin when he re- 
nis Obedience to ſuch Laws as appear to him 
o ary to the Laws of Chrift ; Becauſe He is 
a enſably obliged to obey ſome Laws of Chriſt 
== ſame Senſe in which Chriſt intended them: 
RS therefore his Superior preſcribes to him an 
wehe Obſervance agreeable to that Senſe and 
oon of the Law of Chrift in which He is 
onde to underſtand and obey it; It is not his 
ges ſion will excuſe him from Sin in not Obey- 
505 becauſe He is obliged by the Law of Chriſt 
of Ohe it in the ſame Senſe in which his Ruler 
x ons bes it to his External Obſervance : But ſo far as 
| wall ſtake of the Meaning of Chriſt's Law is ex- 
rei, ſo far is He excuſed for not actively obey- 
u Preſcriptions of his Superiors as He thinks 
ps. Al to Chriſt's Law. | 
Mee He only Doubt whether the Action requi- 
£28 contrary to Chriſt's Law, or not; (i. e.) 
ehe Appearances of Reaſon are ſo equal that 
not reſolve on either Side; There, I think, 
ii chority of bis lawful Governours ought to 


tk e Scale, and determine for an Active Com- 


1 
vi 
| 


ig 


oxi mes: Bccauſe by Obeying his Superiors, He 
to ns the Hazard of Offending againſt ſome 
veh f n Law, ſome Law which by his doubting 


keſſes He does not know whether Chriſt 
; the nne or not, and conſequently does not 
ers vhether the Action commanded be contra- 
Law of Chriſt or not: But by Diſobeying 
eriors he breaks a clear and undoubted 


== Chriſt. 
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the Things he ſpeaks of are ſuch as were unc fab 
manded by any Authority, Human or Diving 
Whereas in the Caſe before us, the Action is (i U 
poſed to be commanded by the Authority of 
Church; an Authority which we are bound 
obey in "all Things not contrary to the Law ib 
Chriſt. tha l 
To ſuch Rules as the Governours of the Chilighte v | 
claim Authority to preſcribe for Decency, Order fac 
Edification ; when the Action, or CircumſtancaiYf 
Action which they direct, is acknowledged 1 
Nature indifferent, an Active Obedience is undo 
edly due. For theſe Actions cannot be contra 
Chriſt's Laws, becauſe tis ſuppoſed that Cilih 
has neither commanded nor forbid them, bu a 
them undetermin'd. Neither is the Subject at lg 
ty to judge whether what is preſcribed be expe 
or conducive to theſe Ends: This is left wifi 
to the Diſcretion of the Superiors, and what © 
refuſes to obey them upon Pretence of Inerpef Ru. 
cy, uſurps upon their Office, and is no long / 
Subject, but a Judge. Nothing farther is to bg 2 
quifed by Him, but whether the Action is Ny 
Nature lawful : If it appears contrary to the 
of Chriſt, He cannot with good Conſcience 
obey the Command which preſcribes it: If Int 
rent or Doubtful, tis his Duty to perform oh 
the Reaſons already ſuggeſted. _ 0 
But all theſe Laws of the Church, whateveß 
Opinion may be of their Inconſiſtency wWitit Fi * 
Laws of Chriſt, or however we may be - Hig 10 
from an Adtive compliance with them, we ate b 
tainly obliged Paſſively to obey ; Becauſe 10 Hat 
obliged to obey our lawful Superiors as far vi 
can do it without Sin; and ſubmitting to 1 Ry. 
nalties of theſe Laws is not a Sin againſt any wy 0 . 
mand of Chriſt. Neither can this be efteen bo an 
unreaſonable hardſhip upon the Subject; h 
more is impoſed on the Subject in his Station lf rs 
obliges the Ruler in his. As the Ruler is c an 


+. 
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nc mit to any preſent Inconveniences that may 
Div the Performance of his Duty, ſo is the Subject 
is a to ſubmit to any that may attend the Per- 
of Mice of his. And ſince Chriſt has appointed 


Mrrity of the Superiors. 

Is Submiſſion is indeed neceſſary to the ve 
of the Church, as a Viſible Society; For if 
ws of the Church are null and void as to all 

wet! Obligation as often as any Perſon thinks 

not agreeable to the Laws of Chriſt. They 
ever be Executed upon any Offender at all; 
but his ſaying, he thinks them repugnant to 
mls Laws, and upon this Suppoſition he is in- 
a exempted from their Power. And in this 
Jord is always to be taken, ſince no human 
My can judge whether his Perſuaſion be real 
tended: So that in the Event here will be 
without any Authority, and Laws without any 
„ (i. e.) there will be neither Rulers nor 
ata but all will be equal, and every one left to 
ſe u at is right in his own Eyes, and conſequently 
far will be no viſible Society at all, ſince a viſible 
the cannot be conceived, without an Obliga- 
ny o lome Social Laws, and a Magiſtracy to in- 
teen and execute theſe Laws. If therefore the 

; bien be a wiſble Society, the Magiſtrates and 

ion, Mrs of this Society muſt have Authority to re- 

is Oy an External Obedience to the Laws of it, 2 

1 the 


— 
_ 
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the Subjects muſt be obliged externally to obey un 
Laws: either to perform the Action required frc 
ſubmit to the Penalties impoſed ; ſince this Soon 
cannot ſubſiſt without either an Active or Paſſive d 
bedience to the Laws of it. Either therefor D 
muſt ſay that che Church is not a viſible Society app 
ſtituted by Chrift, but an arbitrary Combingg om th 
of Men to be diſſolved at Pleaſure ; or elſe an 
muſt acknowledge that every Chriſtian is bound tors 


: * 


Conſcience to pay this Submiſhon to the Goh w 
nours of it, which is ſo neceſſary to the very an 
of ſuch a Society. \ 


„ — — 


'CHAP XI. 


a5 
7 


| L im 
. 
WwW I TH reſpect to the Juriſdiction of the cri; 


the Limitation of the Subjects Obedien 
alſo to be determin d by the Extent of that Judig 
Authority committed to the Rulers of it. The 
Points ſeem eſpecially to offer themſelves to ul 
this Inquiry, ll 


I. How far the Subject is obliged to /ubml 


C < 
= 
1 . 
4 » ] 
* \ 
4 


Church, and of the external Effect of the 
nalties inflicted by it. 


t 
the Sentence of his Superiors. ifi 
II. How far he is affected by the Penalties w 


0 
they inflict, wa 


As to the Firſt, where the Superiors take us 4 


. 


them to cenſure Actions which are not ſubmittet 8 
their Cogniſance, or to inflict ſuch kind of Pei 
ties as they have no Authority to inflict; the 
ject cannot properly be bound by their Sentenc i 
Thus for inftance, ſhou'd the Eceleſſaſtical R. 
take Cogniſance of ang Offence purely Civ 
inflict Civil Penalties on an Offence purely 1 9 
aA 


by | . 
- * 
oy 
ts { 


{t 
t 
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unleſs he has received a Delegation of ſuch 
ed from the Civil Magiftrate; The Inquiry is 
008 Fudice, and the whole Proceſs upon it is 
ved illegal: And the Subject without breach 


» 
* 
— 


oeh Duty he owes to his Eccleſiaſtical Superiors 
7 * wpgal for Relief to the Secular Power, to 
ini the Cogniſance of his Cauſe properly be- 
ſe and to whom both he and his Eccleſiaſtical 


ye fors are in this reſpe& equally ſubject. 

WE where the Action falls properly within the 
B ance of the Rulers, and the Penalties which 

1 judge are of ſuch a Nature as, by their O- 

Power and by the Direction of their Law, 
gave Authority to infſict; tho the Perſon may 
iy innocent of the Crime alledg'd againft him, 
Moe publick Evidence of his Guilt appears great- 
the Proof of his Innocence, The Judge, 
obliged to proceed ſecundum allegata & probata, 
im no Injury in inflicting the Penalties of 
upon him: He has had the advantage of 
-h an Proviſion that can be made for Inno- 
ien any human Judicatory, and is obliged to 
enge to the Sentence. He has indeed a Right to 
Judſeder Appeals for the Re- examination of his 
| which the Subordinations of Power in that 
ay will admit: But if in the ultimate Reſort of 

. the Sentence againſt him is affirm'd, He is 
We to acquieſce in it; Becauſe without this 
oon, tis impoſſible any Government can 
wi or any Laws be executed. 
this is no more than muſt be aſſerted with re- 
all Judicacure, as well Civil as Ecclefraſt ical. 
n the laft Reſult of Inquiry, the Innocence of 
pe ſon arraign'd does not Appear, the Judge is 


& LY 
* 
1 


he co proceed to Sentence, and the Perſon to 
encl it. For if the inward Conſciouſneſs of In- 
were allow'd in either Judicature to Ar- 


Ventence, no one cou'd ever be condemn d, 
fequently no Government adminſter'd, and 
e Evil is leſs that a Perſon really Innocent, 

= tho' 


by. . 
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tho he cannot be proved ſo, ſhou'd ſuffer, thang 
all the Ends of Government ſhou'd be defcarel 
muſt be concluded that he is bound to ſubming 
undergo the Penalty denounced. 


vp : 


2 . 


Nu 


1 


3% 


It remains to be inquired, Secondly, How far h 7 5 
affected by theſe Penalties. wa 
a 
It is to be obſerv'd, That ſince we here co * 2 
the Perſon only under the Character of a Mey 
of the Viſible Church, we are concern d only ti 
quire how far the Sentence of the Eccleſiaſtical} „ | 
ges affects him under that Character; or in Mn 
Words, how far their Excommunication cuts hin 
from his Relation to that Society. | 
That he who obſtinately refuſes to ſubmit a | 
Juft Authority of the Church, or is unreclaim 
the Cenſures of it, is by Excommunication Ji 
ally cut off from that Society, is evident fron 
Lord's Determination, I he bear not the Church wa 
be an Heathen Man and a Publican. For in his (ll 
He is not only an Offender againſt the Laws 8 
Community, but a Rebel againſt the Govern 
_of it, and ets up another Authority in oppo 
to it, and is in the ſame Condition with One 
voluntary departs from this Society and reno 
the Authority of it, and conſequently can no 
be reputed a Subject of it. 740 
But he who for any real or apparent Offes 
gainſt the Laws of the Church ſtands Ex com 
ded by the Cenſure of it. If he do's not joig 
ſelf ro any Society oppoſite to this, but quietl| 


mits to the Cenſure, and ſtill acknouleag 


Authority of his proper Governours and Paſton on 


deſires their Abſolution; This Man is not effeqd al rio 
cut off from the Society, but only excluded i 
preſent Participation of the Rights and Privfi y » - 
of it: And the Reaſons of this Aſſertion mul '"M 
pear from what TI before obſervd, That He 
ſubmits to the Penalties of the Law do's in 8 


7 73 
M 1 
h hey it, at leaſt acknowledges himſelf Subject 
e Authority that Enacts and Executes it; and 
nh zuently is not cut off from all Relation to the 
co which that Authority belongs. And a- 
ly St. Paul commands us not to count ſuch a Per- 
Eren but ad moniſh bim as a Brother (a). As 
wit er'd Member is ftill a Part of the Body, tho 
a preſent Incapacity to partake of the Spirits 
ive Influences that uſed to be derived to it; 
Mile till a Member of the Viſible Church, tho' 
ent ſuſpended from the Privileges of it: And 
Wſcipline of the Church when apply'd to ſuch 
n, is intended principally to reſtore and recover 
hut when applied to an obſtinate incorrigible 
Meer, who refuſes to ſubmit to its Authority 
es himſelf in Rebellion againſt it; tis an intire 
tion, and not ſo much deſign'd to be a Benefit 
= Offender, as to preſerve the other Members 
ron Contagion. That the Perſon Abſolv d by the 
bi is reſtored to its Communion in the ſame 
nis n as by the Sentence of the Church he is 
vs 0 d from it, I may leave as a Concluſion that 
ern no Proof. 
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CHAP. XII. 


= Internal Efe4 of the Cenſures or Abſo- 
[ lution of che Church, 


great 
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fiaſtical Furiſdiction have been about the internal Eli 


and a faithful Member of Chrift: And that He 


the Abſolutions of the Church properly applyed con | | 


in the juſt Exerciſe of their Authority offends * 


great Part of the Diſputes on this Subject of ga 


of the Cenſures or Abſolution of the Church 
will be expected we ſhou'd conſider them with re 
tion to theſe Effects. | 
Now when the Governours of the Church exif 
their Cenſures to Actions that do not fall wit 
their Cogniſance, or miſtake in the A carl | 
their Power, and Excommunicate a Perſon really Wh 
nocent, or grant Abſolution to one who is not tral 
penitent, or refuſe it to one who truly is, That] * 
Internal ſtate of the Man is not at all affected by if 1 
Exerciſe of their Power, I ſhall look upon as a "Ly 
cluſion agreed to by all Parties concern'd in this 
pute. For tis I think univerſally acknowledged 
He who is thus Excommunicated, or to whom | 
ſolution is thus refuſed, if no other guilt hinder 
nevertheleſs an upright Perſon in the Sight of 


is thus unduly Abſolv'd is nevertheleſs a Sinner} 530 N 
The Queſtions then to be reſolv'd are, When 


God's Pardon, or are either neceſlary or effe all; 
Means to obtain ic ? and whether the Cenſures ol 4 
Church rightly applyed do retain our inward Guilt, 
expoſe us to the eternal Penalties of Sin? I ſhall ti 
theſe without Diſtinction, becauſe the Cenſures ing 
Abſolutions of the Church, both as to their E. 
and Effects, are exactly roportion d to each 1 4 
and whatever is an 5 wer to one Queſtion, iy, 
be found applicable to the other. Now, "© 
The Actions cenſured by the Church maj 1 
conſider'd as Sins againſt God, * 
I. As They are Offences againft thoſe Lau 
Chriſt which require Obedience to the | *. 
Authority of the Church. * 
II. As They are Offences againſt ſome 5 N 
Law of Chriſt concerning Faith or Moral 
1. That He who diſobeys the Ruler: of the Chi 


th 
4 
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by „of Chriſt and is guilty of Sin before him, has 
e deen already proved, and therefore beſide 
a cia Crime for which He is cenſured, this is 

ind Sin, and muſt be atoned for by a particu- 

ar, epentance ; and ſince this is not only an Of- 
"+ againſt God, but alſo an Injury to the juſt 
= igh s of his lawful Superiors, his Repentance can- 
- Nee ſincere unleſs he endeavours to reconcile 
if co them ; and conſequently he will not be 
"cn by Gad, unleſs he obtains, or by all due 

WS iations endeavours to obtain the Forgiveneſs 

öbſolution of the Church, whom he has offen- 

Por if in any private Injury it is a neceſſary 
k our Repentance, and therefore a Condition 
St I's Forgiveneſs, to ſue for the Pardon of him 
ve have offended ; no Reaſon can be given 


_ ty ſhould not be equally neceſſary, in order to 
. way God's Abſolution from our Treſpaſs againſt 
* Julers of his Church, to apply for, and deſire 
RA bſolution, The Abſolution therefore of the 
, or a ſincere Deſire of it, and Application 
neceſſary to obtain from God the Remiſſion 
es or Offences againſt the Authority of the Chyrch, 
es ice all external and viſible Violations of God's 
\ re Offences againſt the Authority of the Church, 
\.... Laus they are forbid, and by whoſe Diſ- 
—_ whenever it is duly executed, they are 
aſur d; theſe Reaſons oblige every one who is 
nl 1 exernil viſible Violations of God's Laws, to 
me himſelf as a Debtor or Treſpaſſer againſt 
urch, and conſequently to defire and apply 
= Forgiveneſs as a Part of his Repentance ne- 
0 obtain the Forgiveneſs of God. But 
i 1 conceive the Diſputes upon this Queſtion 
rally turn'd upon another View of it, and 
Thing principally inquir'd is not whether 
ion of the Churc'i or Application for it 
laary to obtain the Forgiveneſs of God for 
done to the Rights and Authority of the 
But whether = Abſolution of the Church 
1 2 15 


* 5 1 
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is a Means or Condition of our Reconciliation 
God for the ſpecial Offence committed againſt jj 
Or in other Words, Whether the Cenſure offi 
Church puts us any more under God's DiſplealY 
than the ſpecial Sin we have committed and nay 
pented —— without her Cenſure; or the Abe 
of the Church from ſuch Sin reftores us more ef 
Favour, than our ſincere Repentance woul# 
without her Abſolution. | 
As to the Cenſures of the Church, I before 0 b 
ſerved, That the Authority of the viſible Ruf 
with reſpect to the eternal Penalties of Sin, w 
claratory, but not judicial or. executive; and cd Ch: 
quently, tho' they may and ought to declare, tt ig 
the Perſon be really as guilty of thoſe Sin = 
fi | which they cenſure him as he appears to be, luret 
0 1 in a State of Damnation, and that their Sens 


W 
pi 
FC of 

2 
— 


|. upon him here, will be follow'd by a much 4 
Ll vier Infliction in the World to come; yet 1⁰ 19 
= not put in that State by virtue of that Sentencl ing, 


* by the Guilt of his unrepented Sin, which would r. 


148M der him obnoxious to Damnation without that e 
4 Fence, ec 
1 So likewiſe, tho the Abſolution of the 0 N 

1 be a full Releaſe and Acknowledgment of SM . 
of | Rion for the Injury offered to the Church, an re 


Penitent be obliged to apply for it as a nec 1 


1 Part of his Repentance for that Injury; and f £ 
wo be farther confeſſed, that the Prayers and Inte 
00 which are joined wich the Abſolution of the Ctis 1 
Will and the Ordinances to which it reftores us, 75 
wy perly Means of Grace and Reconciliation to * 


| yet it does not appear that the judicial AR al W tc 
Church's Abſolution, does by any Efficacy of i 
'remit the Sentence of God againſt the ſpeci 2 
committed: In ſhort, neither, that tis a » 1 bt 


Condition, or it ſelf an effectual Means of obiil 
| , That it is neither when adminiftred „. . 


1 God's Pardon ſor ſuch Sin. 
held Cleve Errante, is not diſputed ; And =. 


— 


5 
1 
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ion ne Power is rightly exerciſed, It was not in 
t inion of the Primitive Church a neceſſary Con- 
of t God's Pardon, appears from the Anfwer 
ea, the Novatian Biſhop before Conſtantine in 
no ee of their Tenet ; that Apoſtates, who they 
W ed had ſinned the Sin unto Death, were not 
- ll reftored, vix. That they did not intend 
ul in Prejudice to their Salvation: No, they 
chem to God, tho' they did not think them 


xt TY 


ore 5 e reconciled to the Church (2). For tho 


a Declaration of Hereticks, yer ſince tis 


Way 


| cd Chi ge of Heterodoxy, it proves rather more 


et bſurd as to attempt to excuſe one Error, by 
ence g, that it was agreeable to another: And 
ul rned Grotius affirms this to have been the 
that e of the earlieſt Ages of the Church. Vetu- 
WC brifianorum in Idololatriam Homicidium aut A- 
Ws lapſos Dei quidem miſericordiæ commendabant 
f Salers ut ad Communionem admitterent (b). We may 

Nie conclude, that the Abſolution of the 
is not a neceſſary Condition of God's Pardon, 


: i is an efe7ual Means of obtaining it. That 
e CM ra natural Means needs no Proof; and if it 
are in ſtituted Means, that Inſtitution muſt clear- 
to ear in Scripture, The Places which are pra- 
ct to imply this, are Mat. 18. 19. Vbatſoe ver 
of i: looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven; and 
[pe bon 20. 23. Whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit, they 

tred unto them. Now ſuppoſing the former 


N WV iii, 22, 


Paſſage 


* . 
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as placed in this View, ſeems to be fully 1 


„ Heaven,” This Expoſition ſeems to compre 


and the Doctrine which reſults from it is free 


Paſſage not to relate to the Legiſlature of the oil 
as it ls did, bur to the * Furiſdidin ; and 
the Senſe of St. Jobs, as explain'd by St. Mal 
may be expreſs d thus, Whoſe ſvever Sins ye ra Ci 
Earth, they are remitted in Heaven; it is not pte am 
ed that theſe Words are to be underſtood ab/ 
or without this Limitation, that the Perſon be 
penitent for his Sins ; and the Import of them] 


in this Paraphraſe; © Whomſoever you ah 
« from the external Offence - he has comm » 
te and from the Injury he has offer'd to that 
ce thority I have committed to you; If hiff 
« pentance be as ſincere and perfect, as roy 
e ward Signs it appears to you; You are hi 1 

rdots 


* 


« authoriſed to declare, that he is pardon 
© God, and his Sin againſt him is remitteh 


the full Import of the Words, as reſtrain'd by 
mitation which all Parties acknowledge necelf 


Exception; Whereas the other Interpret? by G 
which makes the Forgiveneſs of God to folic 120 
an Effect of the Abſolution of the Church, 
tended with Difficulties to m2 at leaſt inextric; 
For if the Abſolution of the Church, which {W&* 
external Act, be thus effectual to procure God 
don ; It will come within the Definition of a 9 


ment given by our Church: Ir will be an 0:8 ; = 
and viſible Sign of an inward and Spiritual Grad "JIE 
dained by Chriſt himſelf, as a Means whereby we 7 I 
the ſame, and a Pledge to aſſure us thereof. It is Wo 
nied that God may make an outward Act ay 
Miniſtration of Mz» effectual Means of Grace, . 
don, and Regeneration; for ſuch are the vn 3 
ments, inſtituted Means of Grace, outward Acts to ne 
the Miniſtration of Men is neceſſary, and yet bn. 
Appointment of God, effedtual Means of Gase 


we ſay, that if the e Act of the Church 3 . 
ſolution 1 is effectual, in the manner ſometimes 3 bs 
tes 


is 
17 . 1 


* 
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bor, to convey or aſſure the Pardon and Re- 
of God; It is a Sacramental Act, and will 
4% ichin the Definition of a Sacrament given by 
c; and ſince our Church acknowledges but ro 
Ents, this is a Doctrine which ſhe cannot own. 
me Prayers offer d to God in behalf of the 
it, by the Miniſters of his Church, will pre- 


; n a ſpecial Efficacy for the Remiſſion of 
Ws 2gainſt God; and that 'tis the Duty of the 


che whole, fince it appears, by the former 
c taken from the Conſideration of the In- 
„ad to the Rights and Authority cf the Church 
external Tranſgreſſion of God's Laws, that 
1 Peſſary Part of our Repentance for every out- 
co apply to the Church for her Pardon 
Sggonciliation; this one Argument proves the 
ne the Subject to ſue for the Church's Abſolu- 
be Importance of it to his Salvation: And 


— dice be acknowledg'd neceſſary, it ſeems 
race material to diſpure upon what Reaſons it 
1rch's confeſs d to be fo. And as to the Com- 
mes Satisfaction of the Penitent, he who re- 


ves ceives 


A. 
Was 
_— 
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ceives the Abſolution of the Church from a 
ſuaſion, that tis neceſſary to his Repentance, will Me 
the fame ſpiritual Conſolation, and the ſame (wane 
fidence towards God from it, as if he believed iWW- 
fectual to bis Pardon; ſince under either Hy pot” 
the Hopes of the Penitent from the Abſolutio 
the Church can be aſſured only by the internal a 
cerity of bis Repentance : The former repreſentWyc 
Abſolution of the Church as an effectual Mea t 
convey God's Pardon, if it be accompanied h 
Repentance: The latter confeſſes it a neceſſary (8-4 
tion of obtaining Pardon as a Part of his Renn 
And ſo far as the Offender is ſincere in the 
charge of that Duty, fo far and no farther do 
ther Perſuaſion incourage him to rely on the 
vour and Reconciliation of God. due 
I hope nothing that has been offered on this 
ject will appear to diſſuade Men from a Gul We 
verence for the Juris diction of the Church, M. 
Cenſures of our lawful Superiors ought to be e. 
ble to every good Chriſtian, as Convictions o del 
Offence againſt an Authority derived from C, ab 
As a Declaration of our Guides and Paſtor Wo 0 
watch for our Souls and are the proper Jude 4 0 
our outward Behaviour, That they ſee no $i tho 
true Repentance in us; That they think uf Neft 
State of Guilt and Sin againſt God; and a; des 
exclude us from the moſt comfortable Partici® 
of Chriſt's Ordinances : And their Ab/:lution BY 
to be ſued for with Prayers and Tears, as a 
ſary Expreſſion of our Repentance, and re, 
with a ſpiritual Joy as an Evidence of thei? 
conciliation to us, and that in their Judgme 
Signs of a true penitent Charity appear in us. - "4 
tho' the Sacerdotal Abſolution be not it ſelf, W 
judicial Act, an effetual Conveyance of God thi 
don to us, or a Remiſſion of any but thoſe 
nal Penalties inflicted by the Church: 1% le: 
Prayers that accompany it, and the Uſe of Wh £ 
Ordinances to which it reſtores us, are Me Be 
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wr Efficacy with God, for procuring his For- 
ess of che Sin againſt him, and Remiſſion of 
eernal Penalties due to it; and wich reſpect to 
1attendants on it, the Abſolution it ſelf may 
e remote and improper Senſe, be ſaid to be a 
tic of conveying to us God's Pardon. 

an only obſerve here farther, that theſe No- 
of the Sacerdotal Abſolution are agreeable to 
en terminations of ſome of the beſt Heads among 
ed hoolmen themſelves, 

/ (28 lle. ab Hales. Poteſtas clavium extendit ſe ad 
pe pam delendam; ſed per modum Deprecant is & Impe- 
he ſolutionem, non per modum Impertientis (a). 
doc gain --- Secundum primum modum poteſt ſacerdos) 


0 impetrare, & ad hoc eſt idoneus; ſecundum ſe- 
modum poteſt Eccleſiæ reconciliare (b). And in 
this er Place, Pæna æterna a Deo tantum qui Infinit æ 
dub tis, quiq; ſolus culpam delet, remitti poteſt, & 
h. te ſacerdote vel Clavibus. (c). And fo Sco- 
be . oftenditur quod Deus ipſe Pænit entem abſol- 
ebito pena. Non ergo per Sacerdotem, cui confi- 
ns 07 : Ze p 
104 ird æternd liberatur, ſed per Domivum. And 
tone Tt Deus hominem interius mundat a peccati macula, 
a gebito æternæ pænæ ſolvit (d). And Bonaventure 


fixed h God to Sin. But when he comes to 
himſelf he determines, that this Remiſſion 
extend to any future Pains of Sin, but only 
Pera Inflictions of the Church; which, in 
at of his former Aſſertion, he makes to be a 
God's Sentence, and the Execution of his 
Waeainſt Sin. 
this Miſtake indeed, that the wi/ible Ru- 
he Church are impowered to execute God's 
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Laws againſt Sin, that Opinion ſeems to have 
ken its Riſe, that the Cenſures of rhe Church pul 
Criminal in a State of Damnation. For the Pen 
of tranſgreſſing God's Laws being expreſly dec 
to be Damnation, it appear'd to follow as a nel 
ſary Conſequence, that if the Rulers of the Ch 
were impower'd to execute God's Laws, they ci 
adjudge the Offender to the Penalty of them, Wn 
Damnation; but the Penalties inflicted by the d 
lers of the Church, are not (as I before obſeſ Ni 
inflicted in Execution of God's Laws, but 
own. The Authority to make theſe Laws, an 
inflict theſe Penalties, they receiv'd from GW 
but when they infli theſe Penalties, they do 
execute but obey a Law of God. ith 
As when the Magiſtrate of a ſubordinate cM 
ration in any Civil State executes any By- LajvÞ 
that Corporation on thoſe who tranſgreſs it 
Authority to make ſuch By- Laws, and to inflict 
certain Penalties on thoſe who offend againſti 
is derived from the Prince or ſupreme Power ing 
State; but when he inflicts theſe Penalties, be 
not execute a Law of the Prince, but bis own dl 
3 Law. ! 087 
nd the Riſe of that Opinion, That the Sach, 
Abſolution cleanſes the inward Guilt, and remits ti 
nal Penalties of Sin, is very prqbably accounte 
by Dr. Field (a). He affirms from good Auth 
that Abſolution in the Primitive Church -an 
thing elſe but reſtoring Men under the Diſpſ?“ 
of the Church to the Church's Peace again 
that Abſolution was not given in thoſe Time 


— 


Penance was firſt perform'd. But in Times 01 | 
ſecution or Peſtilence, or when the Perſon va "Y 
any other imminent Danger of ſudden Dea 
Prieſts were permitted to reconcile all who 
under the Cenſures of the Church, upon a Pr 
that if they lived they ſhould give the Churcin 
(a) Dr. Field of the Church, p. 338. Edit. z. 4 x | 
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ion by open Penance. For in ſuch Circum- 
es they were conſider'd, tanquam in Articulo 
in which Caſe an Indulgence was inſerted 

greater Part of the Sentences of the Church 
mediate Abſolution. Hence, as he obſerves, 
ire in Time to be an ordinary Cuftom to give 
Wucion firft, and impoſe Penance to be per- 
red afterwards. Now, becauſe it could not be 
i'd from what this Abſolution freed Men not 
ut to any Cenſure of the Church, ſome began 
nk, that it freed them from the Stain of Sin, 
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gain 5 CHA . 
„ bir Agreement in General, 
22 HAT the Idea we form of the Church 
ho il of Chriſt when we conſider it under the 


pe Denomination of Viſible, or with reſpect 
_ LE external Conſtitution as an on- 
ward Society, ought not to include in 
ui ning „ the Idea we form of 
2 it 
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it under the Denomination of Invi/ible, or as Ini 


nally united with and depending on Chrift, is na ; 
certain; becauſe theſe Ideas are ſuppoſed tos. 
preſent to us but one and the fame Society, depeꝶ ; 
ing on the ſame Head, and the ſame Perſons are Mg: 
bers both of the one and the other. For if Chriſt Min 


Head be repreſented, as communicating any Po er 
to his viſible Church, which are inconſiſtent viel! 
that Supremacy with which he is acknowledge 
preſide over the Inviſible, He muſt appear as 4h 
ding hi, K * againſt its ſelf ; and theſe two T 
will ex reſs, not only two diſtin, but two o 
ſite Societies. And ſo, if any Duty be requite 
the Subject under one Character, which is contig 
ry to the Obligations he is under from the o. 
Theſe Characters are render'd inconſiſtent; neal 
He who is a Member of the Viſible Church, cas 
alſo be a Member of the Inviſible; ſince no \oun 
can diſcharge the Duties of two inconſiſtent N 
tions. But on the contrary, The Scripture haf 
preſented theſe two Ideas under which we condi ela 
this Society, as agreeing in a perfect Harmony #rsand 
each other. With reſpect to Chriſt the Head, abe pne 
the Influence of his Holy Spirit, He ſolely and As 

mediately preſides over his Ia viſible Church; ſii gon 
are aſſured that the ſame (a) Spirit attends the 46 Li 
»al Ordinances and Adminiſtrations of the 
y the 08 


connected to each other, And with reſpect 140688 
Members of this Society, Chriſt hath expreſly to 
us, That the Initiation into his Viſible C 
by the external Rite of Baptiſm; a Participarid th: 
the Lord's _— and a publick Profe/ion 88 
Cbriſtian Faith, are neceſſary Conditions off 
iniernal Union with Him, and our Title to a 
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(a) 1 Cer, xii. 13. 1 Tim. iv, 16. 2 Tim, 3, 6, 
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es of the Goſpel. Of the Firf He aſſures us, 
be who believeth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved. 
Second, That (b) Except we eat bis Fleſh, and 
Blood, we have no life in us. Of the Laſt, (c) 
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7 ebe Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salvation ; and 
t WWin that the Belief, which in the Scripture be- 
du err'd to He requires as neceſſary to Bapriſm, 


M rhich He affirms, that He ho believerb not 
ann d, implies, not only an Inward Aſſent 
ind, but alſo an oral and verbal Profeſſion 
as : becauſe it is ſuch a Faith as the Miniſters 

urch, to whom the Baptiſm to be given up- 
HF aich is committed, cou'd be Judges of; and 
ontie@Qently it muſt be an open and verbal Decla- 
of Faith. Thus far therefore the Duties re- 


hal e conſider the M:mbers of the Church in 
ond relative Characters, as diſtinguiſhed into Sa- 
ny #r#and Inferiors; all the Powers which are claim'd 
„nahe one, and the Duties which are aſſign'd to the 
nd ie s Members of the Yijible Church, will be 
; h onſiſtent with their Duty to Chriſt as Head, 
6 Liberties they are intitled to ns Members of 
le: But becauſe this bas been principally 


rr, &c. with equal clearneſs affirm, That 
i das ordained his Church to be a Viſible Society, 
= placed certain Officers in it, with Authority 
65e, Rule, &c. and required his Diſciples, ac- 


gui. 16. (ö) John vi. 53."(c) Rom. x. Io, 


cording 
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cording to their Stations, either to exerciſe or 
mit to ſuch an Authority. We cannot therefore 
but chat theſe Relations, and the Duties which 
from chem; are conſiſtent with each other; 5 | 
we are aſſured, that the Scripture hath not a 
us any Powers, or injoyn'd us any Duties in on. 
cept, which it hach abſolutely forbidden in an 
And conſequently that we may perform our Dety 
good Subjects to Chriſt, and as internally related u 
and yet ſubmit our [elves to thoſe whom He had 1 
to Rule over ws, as Memberi of his Viſible Church, 
ſince our Submiſſion to theſe Rulers is require 
Command of Chrift, we are bound, as the Im 
ate Subjects, to obey this Command: And if wg 
approve our ſelves as acceptable Subjects of 
viſible Church, to be dutiful Members of his V. 
In themſelves therefore, and according to ti 
ſtituzion of Chriſt, theſe two Characters ar wp 
Duties founded on them, are as reconcileable tau 
another, as it is to obey the King as Supreme 
Magiſtrates as thoſe who are ſent by bim, and act h 
Commiſſion. All the Queſtion is, Whether theſf gr 
ers ordinarily claim'd by the viſible Officers tbe. } 
Church, do not exceed the Boundaries pre ſcribſh the 
them by Chriſt. For if the Subordinate Powers with 
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| 
an Independency on the Supreme, or preten « 
Authority of his Commiſſion for enjoy ning 1 
which He hath expreſly forbidden, Theſe PI 
become then Inconſiſtent ; and he who will obe? tt 


one, cannot alſo obey the other. Or if che . 
FN dinate Magiſtrate takes upon him tog ommand o 
4.34 ons whch he had no Authority to command, ple | 
1 prohibit what he hath no Authority to prohibiſ in 
| is guilty of Uſurpation upon the Liberties of 0 In. 
| jet. This is what is objected againft the vi i 


5 

| [ | ficers of Chriſt's Church. It is pretended, WW: 

01180 the Powers claim'd by them are ſo extended, 3c 

1 inconſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt, ani o 
Rights and Liberties of his Diſciples. len / 


Now in the prgcegding Parts of this Dry % 
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ave endeavour'd to ſhew what are the Powers 
Ol _ 


re «08 
ch 


| Dary.1 Thich He hath appointed. In flating the Su- 
to wh 


*J 


ty of Chriſt as Teacher, Law-giver, &c. The 
of all Chriſtians as Members of the Inwi/ible 
ec. I will ſuppoſe we are pretty well a- 
ls chen conſider'd the Powers veſted in the 
rem gt the Viſible Church, which I hope will appear 
act i e tha: are claim'd to them, by the Doctrine 
theſß Honſlitution of the Church of England: And if it 
is hg ſhewn that theſe Powers are not inconſiſtent 
ſcribſh ie Supremacy of Chrift; nor the Obedience de- 
vers mad to them, any Abridgment of the Rębts and 
ten of his Diſciples, we may hope to come to 
g Agreement in this Point alſo, 
ſe P ſince I have endeavour'd to prove, that all 
1 oveW@choricy aſcribed to the viſible Rulers of the 
the . is either derived to them by the expreſs 
and on of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, or evidently 
nd, in the Nature of thoſe Powers which are 
ohibikeWn them by that Inſtitution; I might pre- 
ff W at in conſequence of what has been already 
viſliß ic muſt appear, that the Authority aſſerted 
ded, ble Rulers of the Church, cannot be in- 
ed, with the Authority reſerved to himſelf by 
ſt, anilWor the Liberties which He hath left his Dit- 
1688 All chat can be objected in bar to this Infe- 
Dit 1 rence, 
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rence, is that the Nature of the Powers veſted in 
Rulers of the Church is miftaken, or that the S 
tures whence we argue are not truly interprnl 
It is not I think pretended that theſe Scripture; 
not, in an obvious Conſtruction, capable of i 
Meaning we aflign them; For it is well 10 a 
that thus they have been underſtood in all Age 
the Church; but our Interpretation 1s thera 
objected to, " becauſe the Powers we aſcribe tol 
Rulers of the Church in conſequence of it, are 
conſiſtent with that Supremacy of Chriſt, and t| 
Liberties of his Diſcipies, which we acknowledg, 0 
be clearly aſſerted in other Scriptures. It will * 
therefore be neceſſary to re- conſider the ſei Wi 
Places we have alledg'd, but our Interpretaſ of 
and the Doctrine raisd from it, will ſtand 
from Objection, If it can be ſnewn, that a . 

Authority placed in the viſible Officers of the Chil 4 
is perfectly conſiſtent with the Supremacy of C 
And that the Submiſſi in claim'd to this Authority, 
very well conſiſt with the Rights and Labeni N 
Chriſtians. That this may more fully appea, 
will be of uſe to place theſe Powers and Dutie, imited 
nearer View to each other, and conſider par The | 
| larly whether they are 0 irreconcileable x T: ' 
been pretende: And I muſt defire the Reg \ 
to pardon ſuch neceſſary Repetitions as this Re N 4 


. 


will oblige me to. I WV. 
CHAP, II. be ol 
ee 


That the Powers aſſignd to the Rulers of . 


Viſible Church are conſiſtent with the 5 5 
macy of Chriſt, 


N D Firf, Let us conſider whether the l 1 4 
claim'd to the Viſible Rulers of Chrift's Chi 


are inconliſtent with that Authority which Hegg 
relery'd to himſelf, 1＋ 
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Senat Chriſt did not leave his Diſciples in a State 
erfect Equality, but appointed ſome to be Su- 
rs over others, I ſhall look upon as already pro- 
And I preſume it will not be denied, that 
erer Power Chriſt hath actually delegated to 
is, in general, conſiſtent wich that Authority 
nue hath reſerv'd to Himſelf. The Objection 
WEfore mult lie agaiaft the Extent aſcribed to 
Commiſſion. Now the Powers aſſign'd Them 
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An Authority to Teach and Exhort Men to be- 
lieeve the Truths, and Practiſe the Duties of 
the Goſpel. > 
An Authority to minifter in the Publick Offi- 
ces and Ordinances of Religion. | 


2 
. An Authority to make Laws for the Exter- 
al behaviour of Chriſtians. And, 


| x To Puniſb Offenders againſt thoſe Laws. 


a) 


no Ordinarces but what He has Inſtituted; and 
Nie no Penalties but Suſpenſion, or Excluſion 
e ex:erns! Privileges of the Church. 
= the other ſide the Authority reſery'd to Chriſt, 
ſole Power of preſcribing an adequate Rule 
e Faich or Practice of his Servants ; The ſole 
owe: of inſticuting Ordinances in his Church, 
ole Power of obliging the conſcience and Inter- 
Mae dience of Men by his Laws; And of inflicting 
5 ritual and Eternal Penalties of Sin on the 
- 508 greſſors of them. And one wou'd think there 
no more, than barely to ſet theſe Powers the 
we other, coſhew not only the Conſiſtency, 
be perfect Agreement and Subſerviency of the 
| * che other. The ſame Rule, and no other, 
r N W Chriſt hath preſcribed to the Faith and Acti- 
1 He W his Diſciples, _ the Church claim Autho- 
8 rity 
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rity to Preach and inculcate. The ſame Ordiny =” 


ces, and no other, that Chrift has inſtituted do Na Y 
| the Church claim Authority to adminiſter. Wh to 1 
| the Laws of Chriſt have injoyn'd on the Conſcie 8 


That and nothing elſe does the Church require ,. 
be Externally perform'd, as a neceſlary Duty. 9 0 ( 
what Chriſt hath declared He will Eternally puniſ * 
on that are the Governours of the Church allo; 
to ſhew their Reſentment in Temporary Inflictio 

And fo far as an Obligation to the External peri 


. 


mance leads Men to a Senſe of their Interna! Du 
ſo far do the Laws of the Church further and p38 
mote Mens Obedience to the Laws of Chriſt. 
let us conſider theſe Powers more diſtinctly. | 


r. That the Commiſion given by Chriſt to 1; 


we © 


ca 
Ce 
if; 


8 
7 
F "yz 11 
n 8 
£ 


4 


* 
% 
3 


ro 
"# 
Rulers of his Church, to Teach and Inſtruct othe . 
implies ſome Authority cannot be denied by ag F 
who own Them to be at all diſtinguiſh'd from ot P 
Chriſtians by their Commiſſion. And ſince in 
Exerciſe of this Authority we acknowledge them hy 
ſtraia'd to Preach no other Doctrines, but cc 
taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, it is evident gyyh® 
aſcribe to them no Power but what is conſiſtent Mar 
the Supremacy of Chriſt. So far as They exceed ff 
Commiſſi n, they are confeſs'd to have no Author *& 
And while They act within the Limits of It, Ii; 
can no more be ſaid to uſurp upon the Authoriiſ 
Chriſt, than an Embaſſador, who punctually wy 
vers his Meſſage, uſurps upon the Authority of WW. 
Prince who ſent him. What weight there may 
in that Objection, form'd againſt the Auth 
of this Office, from the Power of Interpretation imp 
in it, fince it equally affects the Legiſlature of A 
Church, ſhall be conſider'd under that Head. m. 
2. That Chriit is our only Prieſt, who c 89 me 
affer up a ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Swat y 
faction for our Sin to God, the fole Mediatr ni 
Tnterceſſor, who can effectually intercede for us r 
his Father, and prevail for Succeſs and Accepiugl 
to our Prayers, we readily own, But this is no 88 
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1 Inſiſtent with the Acknowledgment of an Exter- 
ile Priefthood, appointed to miniſter in his 
He in ſuch external Ordinances, as He has preſcribed 


W Church on Earth, to offer up the Prayers of 

"Servants to God in his Name, and in his Name 

; ercede for them: Becauſe tho' the ultimate 
9 


ess of our Prayers with God, and the Efficacy 
eſe Ordinances to derive on us the Graces pro- 
a in them depends on the Mediation and Inter- 
on of Chrift, yet we may reaſonably believe 
dai each, that He will be eſpecially prevail'd on to 
2uY Wcede for this Succeſs to our Prayers when they 
'Woffer'd in the manner He has directed, and by 
iniſtry of theſe Perſons whom He has appoin- 
o offer them; That without any diſreſpe& to 
0 it, we may in all our Exigences deſire their 
ters and Interceſſions for us, becauſe He has by 
' YM poſtle directed us to call for theſe Elders to pray 
and promiſed a ſpecial Regard to their Inter- 
ns; and that the Ordinances He has preſcribed 
nore effectually procure us the Graces annex d 
a, when adminiſtred by Perſons appointed to 


ni r 


5 N ve, That tho' the internal Qualifications of 
bor WR-cciver are more uſually inſiſted on as neceſſary 
1 WWitions of rendring the Ordinances of Religion 
rich 

M 


he me Authority, take upon him to Inſtitute new 
ci ments in the Chriſtian Church, and pretend to 


\ 


| Sy Graces by them, as He can take upon Him 
a viniſter thoſe inſtituted by Chriſt without a 
us r Commiſſion to do it, And therefore with 
c put to the Point before us the Uſurpation on Chriſt's 


no N 2 


too Of the Viſible Church of Cbriſt. 
"Authority, He only uſurps upon the Supremacy th 
Chriſt, MG ae A Power of either wt 
new Sacraments in his Church, or adminiſtri 2. 
thoſe inſtituted without being call'd to it accordinglWbe 
to his Appointment. But He who only admin rn! 
ters thoſe which Chrift has inſtituted according i ce 
his Preſcription, and in Obedience to a regu d 
Commiſſion which He has receiv'd for this Of uti 
does not oppoſe the Authority of Chrift but obey i Nupc 
3. In the Legiſlative Authority aſcribed to e: 
Church was included a Power to preſcribe ſu e 
Actions, or ſuch Modes or Circumftances of Actioſ | 
as are left Indifferent, (i. e.) neither commanded t! 
forbidden by Chrift. That this Power belongs up 
Them, I have endeavour'd to prove, from the ar. 
neral Commiſſions given them to provide for or 
cency, Order, and Edification, by preſcribing ſuch e re. 
ternal indifferent Obſervances, as the all juoee s 
conducive to thefe Ends. That, in the Matter 2 
ſuch Rules, they do not contradict any Law Me 
Chriſt it is plain; becauſe the Things which an- 
8 are ſuppoſed to be neither commanded ii c 
orbidden by his Law. do 


And ſince whatever promotes Decency, Order, th 
Edification, tends alſo to quicken and diſſuſe e A 
nal Religion thro' the Aſſembly; This Po. om 
thus applied, is not only conſiſtent with the to 
thorit of Chrift, but very much promotes th 
Influence of it. per 
Farther it was affirm'd, That whatever ext nr ſitic 
Ordinances or Actions Chriſt hath poſitively injojſ ue 
on the Obſervance of his Diſciples, to Thoſe Wi 
Goyernours of the Church have Authority ro Wl 
mand a publick Compliance, Now this Pow hi 
cannot contradi® the Authority of Chrift ; bee. 
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che external Action, it is ſuppoſed to require 
ai ey che ſame Things which Chriſt commands. 
as alſo affirm'd, that They had Authority to 
a de a viſible Obedience to all Chriſt's Laws 
e rning either Faith or -Morality. But in no 
ce of their Legiſtative Authority is any Power 
ad to them, which can be charged wich any 
en of Chriſt's Authority, or any Incroach- 
/ Wpon it. They are not allowed to alter, or 
tele any one of his Laws, or withdraw the Obe- 
e of his Subjects from them; and therefore 
chey act within theſe Limitations, They 
"20 dt Ieſſen His Authority: Neither can they In- 
s WS upon it, becauſe it is not pretended that their 
ate of the ſame Extent, have the ſame Obliga- 


re. 
ae Subject of Chriſt's Laws is principally the 

WM, of whom they do not aſſume any Cog- 
ee in their Laws; and the Actions which He 
tai ends, are principally Internal. But the Laws 
Church regard only the Externa! Conduct: 
eh do not require the Inward Belief of the Mind 
cy WArticles of Faith; or the ſecret Grace of the Heart 
uli oral Duties. Theſe things the Minifters of 
e Teac and Exhort, but do not Command. But 
aions which They preſcribe by their Laws, 
tio ch external Performances, as are the viſible 
r, che natural and proper Expreſſions of ſuch 
ine Acts and Diſpoſitions of the Soul as Chriſt 


ou ommanded. And theſe Laws They do not 
eco have any farther Obligation on the Con- 
than as the Performance directed by them is 

"6 per Sign and Expreſſion of ſuch an inward 


t BY of the Heart as Chrift requires ; and 
joy vently is agreeable and ſubſervient to his 
ſc and when even the Action is thus qualified, 
o (Edo not pretend that the Conſcience is obliged to 
Pon heir Law, but by Chriſts. And, 
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Laſtly; They do not preſcribe theſe Extern 


Obſervances as neceſſary Conditions of the ſecry|i an C 
Union of the Soul with Chriſt ; but as Terms 9 \dverl 
Communion with the. Viſble Church. Neither reatef 
they pretend to inflict the Eternal Penalties of . | 

upon the Breach of their Laws, but only Suſpen. 
ſion from the Privileges, or Excluſion from H“. 1 
Society of that Viſible Church, of which Chill 2. T 
hath ordain'd them Magiſtrates. ed 

Now in theſe Powers there appears ſuch a wil, 
| Connection, and Subſerviency of the Miniſterial u As t. 
N the Sovereign Authority, as we might expect in hurct 
4 Conſtitution framed by a Divine Law-giver ; buff ®* ! 
. not the leaſt Jarring or Interference of the one wid Du 
49 the other. annot 
wal To this it hath been Objected, That the Powefemmo 
14 claim'd by the wi/ible Rulers of the Church, of rf ſtanc 
= quiring ſuch publick Profeſſions of Faith, or obi . 
1.4 Ho Men to the open Practice of ſuch Duties, erſon 
. hey think Chrift has commanded, ſuppoſes u ſm, | 
1 Authority to interpret Chriſt's Laws, and propoſ ende 
+4 ſuch Interpretation to the Conſcience as his LawP*2"5 
bo And fince whoever has a Power of interpreting 1 a Ce 
"ol Law, and declaring the Conſcience obliged to thaffſſ®» . 
oo Interpretation, has in effect the Power of making . ©, 
| | Law, and obliging the Conſcience to his own Law t! 
"n It follows that the Rulers of the Church, by af © 
ky ming this Authority, manifeftly uſurp upon H 
h | Legiſlative Authority of Chriſt. eaſu; 
1 Now the Principle, from which this Objectio ſurp v 
| argues, we acknowledge to be true; viz. That a me te 
4 Abſolute Power of Interpretation obliging the Con * L 
oh ſcience, and of Enacting Laws in conſequence of i Me 
N with the ſame Obligation, is Equivalent to the Led e: 
| giſlative Authority of Chriſt : And whoever claim et 
i, it, we agree is juſtly charg'd with uſurping upol rfect 
| the Authority of Chriſt. But that we have aſſert the 
in no ſuch Power to the Rulers of the Church, we man 
1 appeal to any one who obſerves the Limitations 0 znſe 3 
{ that Authority aſcribed to them. But becauſe thi _ 
I | | ad ob 
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an Objection much inſiſted on; and from which 
\dverſaries of the Church promiſe themſelves the 
reareft Triumphs both over its Doctrines and its 
aw, I ſhall conſider it here diſtinctly, as it affects, 


1. The Authority of the Interpretation ; 7 
2. The Authority of the Law framed and enact- 
ed upon that Interpretation, 


As to the Interpretation; That the Rulers of the 
hurch have a Right of Interpreting Chriſt's Laws, ſo 
i as is neceſfary to a conſcientious Diſcharge of 
e Duties of their Station, was before proved, and 
annot be denied by thoſe who contend for this as 
ommon Right belonging to all Chriſtians. For 
aſtance ; They are obliged by the Law of Chriſt ; 
require a publick Profe ſſion of Faith from every 
erſon whom they admit into the Church by Bap- 
2 ſm. In Order to obey this Law with good Con- 
ience, They conſult the Scripture; and what it 
pears to Them Chriſt has required Men to believe, 
a Condition of entring into this Covenant with 
im, That they require them to Profeſs : Now, ſo 
r as They interpret thus for their own Direci- 
i, it is evident They do not act with any Autho- 
ty at all, but as upon a Level with other Chri- 

ians, who ſearch the Scriptures for the Rule and 
ealure of their Duty; and conſequently cannot 
dio ſurp upon the Authority of Chrift, When They 
t me to propoſe this Interpretation as the Foundation 
A Law which they enact upon it, and a Reaſon 
r Mens Submiſſion to that Law; They then in- 
Fed exerciſe Authority as Guides and Teachers, but 
aim ot yet as Law-givers ; But ſuch an Authority as is 
rtetly conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chrilt. 
erte or they do not propoſe this Interpretation as ob- 
malleing the Conſcience, any farther than it is the true 
ns ofF-"le and Meaning of Chriſt. The Interpretation, 
th deed, tho' miftaken, binds their own Conſcience, 
d obliges them to preſcribe their Law according 
| to 
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to it; becauſe it is to Them the Law of Chi 
But they do not propoſe it as obliging the Conſcin 
of other Men, any farther than it is agreeable; 
the Intention of Chrift. And that it is thus ag 
able to the Intention of Chriſt, They do not teat 
that any one is required to believe in Contradiiq 
to his own, or others plain Reaſons againft it; þ 
only where no ſuch Reaſons appear, They preſun 
their Authority ought to be ſubmitred to: Becail 
with leſs Authority than this, Their Commiſſion (| 
has been ſaid) can ſignify nothing, nor any . 
diſtinguiſh them from other Men who have 
Commiſſion. It is plain therefore, 


mon 
the 11 
prece 
he Se 
ber þ 
de dit 
iſ fr 
equir 
ractic 
enſe 
aid te 
Chr 
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1. That the Authority claim'd to the Interpa his 
tion of our Superiors is not an Abſolute Authoring. ap 
obliging the Conſcience ; becauſe it is confeſt to hui ꝗ us 
no Authority over the Conſcience, any farther than, in 

is agreeable to the Meaning and Intention of Chril; ... 
| - 2. If by Conſcience we mean a Rational Conldſ. 2 ', 
ence, a Conviction of Duty formed upon ReaſnW,.. .. t 
it is manifeſt, Here is no Authority exerciſed on Con 
the Conſcience at all: Becauſe it is ſubmitted to eve; ... 
Man's Reaſon to Judge, whether the Interprecatic © be 
be agreeable to Chriſt's Will or not, before he Herefo 
obliged to receive it: And it is hard to image. 
how the Conſcience can be ſaid to be forced, wf . 
no rational Conviction is pretended to be over-rult * . 
And even in that Caſe, where we contend that 4 F | 
Authority of the Superior ought to be ſubmitted fff” 
viz, when no good Reaſons appear againſt his Int II " 
pretation; the Submiſſion is therefore paid to his urch 
pinion, becauſe the Opinion of one commiſſion'd! 25 
Chriſt to Iaſtruct us is, in thoſe Circamftanc: 775 
the beſt Reaſon that can be given for our Aſſe 155 
We are oblig d in Conſcience to receive his I 1 
pretation in this caſe, for the ſame Reaſons that N 01 
others we may be obliged to reject it; Viz. Becal => 
we are oblig'd to act according to the beſt L ; 
we can get into the Import of Chriſt's Will, Wh ged 


the Precept is Plain, that Senſe which to the coi 


nal ( 
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mon Reaſon of Mankind appears intended in it is 
the immediate Rule of our Actions: Where the 
precept is of difficult or doubtful Interpretation, 
he Sentiments of our appointed Guides are our pro- 
ener Rule. But the Obligation on the Conſcience to 
de directed by Judgment, is not derived from Them, 
Dat from the Low of Cbriſt, which, in this Caſe, 
equires us to ſubmit to their Opinion. And the 
auWractical Obedience paid to the Precept, whoſe 
Nenſe we receive from their Interpretation, is not 
aid to them, but to Chriſt the Author of the Precept. 
e Chriſt has commanded us to follow our own 
deaſon, as far as that ſerves clearly to inform us 
his Will, where that doth not determine us, He 
as appointed Guides and Infirufers to lead and di- 
aus. Our Obligations to follow our own Rea- 
an in the one Caſe, and their Iaſtructions in the 
her, are equally derived from the Law of Chriſt: 
ok nd whatſoever, by either of theſe Ways, we 
dme to know is the Will of Chriſt, we are obliged 
WW Con/cience as Chriſtians to perform; not becauſe 
is commanded by our Reaſon or our Inſtrudters ; 
© becauſe it is the Law of Chriſt. It is evident, 
erefore, that notwithſtanding the Authority of 
terpretation Which we have aſcribed to the Rulers 
the Church, the ſole Power of obliging the Con- 


= ence is reſery'd to Chrift; and conſequently no 
- of that Authority reſerv'd to himſelf by Chriſt 
oo incroach'd upon by Ir. 


bis II- Then as to the Legiſative Authority of the 

urch, the Anſwer to this Objection may be pre- 
med to be already given. For ſince the Medium, 
which it attempts to prove the Legiſlative Pow- 
claim'd to the Church an Uſurpation upon Chrilt's 
nat ithority, is that it implies a Power of Interpreta- 
which is inconſiſtent with the Supremacy of 


cia, If che Authority: of Chriſt be no way in- 
Wücnged by the Interpretation, the Legiſlative Power 
co the Church, or the Power of preſcribing Ex- 


nal Obſeryances agreeable to that Interpretation, 


18 
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impenitent Sinner. But at the ſame Time it is cot 
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are at Liberty to re- aſſume, that the Legiſlatiy 


is entirely unaffected by this Objection: And w 


Power aſſerted to the Church, is not inconſiſten 
with the Authority reſerved to himſelf by Chriſt, 
I can re collect nothing that I have affirm'd of 
the Juriſdiction of the Church, which can wit 
the leaft Appearance of Reaſon be thought incon 
ſiſtent wich the Supremacy of Chriſt ;-unleſs it be 
that whenever the Authority of the Church is dul 
exerciſed, if the Offender be really Guilty of th 
Crimes for which he is cenſured, and doth ng 
atone for them by Repentance, the Sentence of th 
Church upon him Here, will be follow'd by a mug 
heavier Sentence from Chrift in the World to com 
And accordingly, that he who is Alſolved from hi 
Offence by the Church, if his Repentance be real) 
as ſince as it appears to be, is Abſolved alſo by Chr = 
from his Offence againſt his Law. And this .; 
Rulers of the Church, as faithful Minifters of Chi 
ftian Religion, are certainly bound to Teach ; bl 
cauſe Chriſt has expreſly declared, that he will thy 
forgive the Penitent, and thus avenge himſelf on d 


felt, That the Authority of the Eccleſiaſtical Ry 
lers, as Judges, reaches no farther than to punil 
the Overt Action, as a Breach of their Law, i 


quiring the External Obſervance of Chriſt's Con x 
mands: And agreeably their Abſolution is gin 4 
upon the external and apparent Signs of Repeſf n. 


tance. Now, tho' theſe ourward Signs of Guilt 
Repentance are not an infallible Evidence of the 
ward State of the Man, yet are they Legal Preſum 
tions of it, and the only Marks by which a hum 
Judgment can be form'd. And therefore che R 
ters of the Church, as Teachers of the Goſpel, cor 
miſſion'd by Chriſt to watch over the Souls of il V 
Flock,are bound, when theſe External Signs of Gu 
appear, to declare the Man in an impeniteut Stat 
and obnoxious to the Penalties of Chriſt's Laws 
and where the External Signs of Repentance ? 
pear, to declare him abſol ved and forgiven, 
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But it is not pretended, that by any judicial Act 
of their own they can adjudge the Criminal to 
theſe future Penalties, or abſolve him from them: 
Or that Chriſt will infli& them in Execution of 
zheir Sentence, or remit them in Conſequence of 
heir Abſolution: Or that their Cenſure fixes the 
nconeian in that State of inward Guilt, which they teach 
vill be attended with theſe Penalties, or that their 
{bſolution reſtores him to a State of internal Inno-. 
ence: But his inward Guile or Innocence the 
1 lileave ſolely to be determin'd by Chriſt ; and cheſs 
Wenalties they leave ſolely to be inflicted or re- 
itted by him, in conſequence of his own Sentence 
r Abſolution, and not of Theirs, And conſequent- 
y they do not aſurp upon the proper Authority of 
Ebriſt; co whom it is intirely leſt to judge of the 
nternal Sin or Contrition of the Perſon, and either 
Wo infli& or remit the future Puniſhment. $ 
It is indeed affirmed, and cannot, I think, with- 1 
ut Impiety and direct Contradiction to Scripture | 
We denied, that the Prayers of the Faithful, and more 1 
Warticularly of thoſe who appointed by Chriſt to 4 , 
iniſter in the Offices of Religion, to intercede for | 
Wis People, and bleſs in his Name, are a Means of 
Wreat Efficacy to prevail with God to remit the 
W:icrnal Penalties of Sin, and reſtore the Penitent 
his Grace and Favour. But theſe Prayers (as 
„eas obſerv'd) are not judicial Acts, and conſequent- 


ner no Incroachment on the Furiſdi&;on of Chriſt. 

Zuilt 

the — - 

way CHAP. III, 

the Rf bat the Powers affien'd to the Rulers, and the 
l, cool Submiſſion requir'd from the Subjects of the 
of i Viſible Church, are conſiſtent with Chriſtian 
of Gu Liberty. 

ut Stat | 

LH UT it is objected farther, that the Authority 


aſcribed to the Rulers of the Church is incon- 
O 2 ſiſtent 
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or Liberty belonging to other Chriſtians. And the 


108 Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt. 


ſiſtent with that Liberty, which Chriſt has left to all 
his Diſciples: And if this Imputation is juſt, it muſt 
be acknowledg'd concluſive againſt ſuch Authority, 

As to that Branch of their Authority by which 
they are commiſſton'd to Miniſter in the publick Off. 
ces of Religion, ſince it has been prov'd, that Chriſt 
has inſtituted an Order of Men in his Church, with 
a ſpecial Appointment to attend on this Miniſtry, 
This Inſtitution it ſelf excludes all others from f 
this Power, and conſequently by the mere Claim 
of this Authority they cannot uſurp upon any Right 


% 


only Inftances in which they can uſurp upon our 
Liberty in the Exerciſe of this Authority, are either 
when they require us to believe certain Ordinan · 
ces or Adminiſtrations to be lawful or neceſſary, 
which are not ſo ; Or when they oblige under ſome 
| Penalties to conform to ſuch Ordinances or Admi- 
niftcations. But in theſe Inſtances they act not x; 
Miniſters but in quite different Characters; in the 
former as Teachers, in the latter as Law-givers ot 
Zudges. If therefore it can be ſhewn, that the Pow- 
ers aflign'd. to them under theſe Characters are no 
Abridgment of our Liberty, we may preſume that 
every Branch of their Authority will be acquitted 
from this Charge. In order to this it will be ol 
uſe to obſerve what that Liberty, i which ChriltWi 
has left to all his Diſciples. An 


T this, if we ex: 
amine all the Variety of Caſes in which this Li 
berty can be pleaded, will be found fully comprei 
hended in theſe Exemptions : | ir] 


1. That no Perſon has 4uthority to oblige us aal 
Believe any Doctrine, Which Chrift has not ob- ich 
liged us to Believe. im' 
2. That no Perſon has Authority to oblige us to8ly 
perform any Action, which Chriſt has forbidden. Mrift 
3. That no Perſon has Authority to impoſe on ufa 
any indifferent Action. which Chri has nojWthe 
impayerd him to impoſe e. ſc: 
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dmi-MWſt deny that they have any Commiſſion at all. 

ot Neither, Secondly, is any Authority aſcribed to 
1 theſe Rulers of the Church as Legiſlators, by which 
s orfifgy can oblige us to any Action forbidden by 
Pow-MWhriſt, This indeed muſt follow from what was 
re nofBfore offer'd to prove the Authority of the Ru- 
> thats conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt. For 
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If then we have aſcribed no Authority to the 


lers of the Church, by which they can uſurp 


on our Liberty in any of theſe Inftances, we are 


e from this Objection. 

As to the fir# of theſe Exemptions, which guards 
againſt any Incroachment of our Superiours as 
ides and Teac bers; I muſt obſerve, that the Au- 


rity aſcribed to them under this Character was 
ſtrain' d within ſuch Limits, as leave the Subject 


free Exerciſe of his Reaſon to judge, whether 


Doctrines which they teach are agreeable to 


oſe taught by Chriſt or not. The only Inſtance 
which Submiſſion was claim'd to their mere Au- 


rity, was when no good Reaſons appear againſt 
ir Aſſertions: And whoever will pretend that 


sis inconſiftent with his Liberty, muſt not object 
ainſt the Extent affign'd to their Commiſſion, but 


no Authority is given to the Rulers to preſcribe 
y Thing contrary to what Chriſt commands, it is 
in no Obligation is laid on the Subject to per- 
m any Thing in Obedience to them which Chriſt 
s forbidden: And the ſame Arguments that prove 
ir Authority of Preſcribing what, according to 
ir Interpretation of Scripture, is agreeable to Chriſt's 
ill, to be conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt, 
ually prove, that it is conſiſtent with that Liberty 


ich he has left his Diſciples. For the Liberty 


im'd by this Exemption is founded on, and ex- 
ly proportion'd to the reſerved Authority of 
riſt; and is in other Words nothing elſe but the 
2a of a Prior and Superiour Obligation to the 
ithoricy of Chriſt. But tho this Authority of 
eſcribing Laws according to their „ of 
SCLIP= 
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to be the Point of Diſtreſs in all the Controverſy 
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Scripture, has been already conſider'd, and I hoy 
pretty clearly Eftabliſh'd ; yet becauſe this ſeen 


that have been rais d concerning Eccleſiaſtical Po wh 
er, | am willing to take every Opportunity of imma 
forcing what I have ſuggeſted concerning it. enſior 
It will I preſume be allowed, that there are ſony reſcril 
Laws of Chrift ſo plain, that every Chriſtian, as ſuc hrift, 
is obliged to obey them according to the true Seu Con 
intended in them. The Governours of the Churdſ<"< 
therefore do not abridge our Chriſtian Liberty, whe. nelt 
they require a Viſible and External Compliang ion 
with ſuch plain and neceſſary Laws. Neither n m 
they without a Rule, by which they are warrante nme 
to Judge what Laws are thus plain and neceſſa Pes 
Viz the common Reaſon and Apprehenſion of Ma Ypinio 
kind. For we are aſſured Chriſt adapted his Lauffehen 
to the common Capacities of Man, as a reaſonabi leaft 
B.ing: Tne common Reaſon of Mankind, therefor er pl. 
is a Meaſure or Standard, by which they are autho But 
riz:d to judge what Laws of Chriſt are plain and ne of 
ceſſary, and in what Senſe they are ſo; and cone. e 
quentiy they do no Injury to any one, when, with fung 
ou: regarding any particular Man's Opinion, the 
require a Viſible and External Compliance with ſud perf 
Laws of Chriſt as to the common Reaſon of Mufuſe h. 
kind appear plain and neceſſary, and in that S2nk tion 
in which they appear to be ſo. And as no Strengt erfor | 
of Perſuaſion will excuſe any Perſon to Chrift, actiq min 
contrary to a Law which he was abliged eo under To 
ftand and obey ; ſo neither will it excuſe him ating e La 
contrary to the Law of his Superiors, requiring bias ? 
Externally to obey it in the ſame Senſe. The Rulen it. 
of the Church, therefore, do not abridge us of an jainly 
Part of that Liberty Chriſt has left us, in requirin "37 b 
an External Obſervance of theſe plain Laws, becauſſ. Zr 
in. theſe Inſtances, they require or forbid the ſam obe 
Actions that are required or forbidden by Chriſt, Nethe 
If indeed the Superiors preſcribe an Action whid 1 


Chriſt has manifeſtly forbidden, they preſcribe wit 
| 4 ot 
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ation to perform it. But whenthe Subject is bound 
judge by the ſame Rule What Chriſt has forbidden, 
which the Superiours are to judge what he has 
mmanded; wiz. the common Reaſon and Appre- 
enſions of Mankind. As the Superiours may not 


Wreſcribe any Action as required by the Law of 


hrift, which only intheir own mere Opinion, and 
Contradiction to the common Reaſon and Ap- 
rehenſions of Mankind, appears to be ſo requir'd ; 
neither may the Subject refuſe to perform any 
ction as forbidden by Chriſt, which only in his 
wn mere Opinion, and in Contradiction to the 
mmon Reaſon and Apprehenſions of Mankind 
ppears to be forbidden. In whatever Inſtance our 
opinion contradicts the common Reaſon and Ap- 
rehenſions of Mankind, the Action muſt be eſteem'd, 
t leaft, doubtful, and cannot be preſumed to be ei- 
er plainly commanded or plainly forbidden. 

But neither doth the Power aſcribed to the Ru- 
rs of the Church, of interpreting ſuch Laws of Chriſt 
are of difficult or doubtful Interpretation, and in- 
ning an External Obſervance according to ſuch 
terpretation, imply any Authority of obliging Men 
perform what is forbidden them by Chriſt : Be- 
wuſe he cannot be ſaid to be obliged to perform an 
tion forbidden by Chriſt, who is only required to 
erform an Action, concerning which he is not de- 
:rmin'd whether it be commanded or forbidden. 
To the Ralers it appears plainly commanded by 
e Law of Chriſt, and therefore they, by their Of- 
ce, are obliged to enjoin the External Obſervance 
fit. To the Subject ir doth not appear either 


Wainly commanded or plainly forbidden, and there- 


dre by diſobeying his Rulers, he runs an equal 


Wazard of acting contrary to the Law of Chriſt, as 


obeying them. At the ſame time he is bound by 
nother plain Law of Chriſt, to obey his Rulers in 


Wl Things lawful; and conſequently, by diſobeying 


ſuch an Inſtance, he runs the hazard of offending 
| | | againſt 


ut Authority; and the Subject is under no Obli- 
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againſt a plain Law, for fear he ſhould offend again 
ſome unknown Law, ſome Law which, by his doubti 
he confeſſes he doth not know whether Chriſt hy 
injoin'd or not. 

3. As to Actions in their Nature indifferent, (i. | 
neither commanded nor forbidden by Chriſt ; ſing 
the Power of preſcribing ſuch indifferent Action 
whenever they are conducive to Decency, Order, an 
Eiification, is expreſsly left by Chriſt to the Rulz 
of the Church; the Subject is not at Liberty whetht 
he will obey theſe Preſcriptions, ſo directed, or not; 
and conſequently by being required to obey then 
he is not deprived of any Liberty left him by Chril 
The Action, before it is commanded, he is at Li 
berty to perform or let alone: But after it is com 
manded, though the Action be, in its Nature, 9 
with Re pect to the Law of Chrift, indifferent; ye 
the Obedience is not fo; but expreſly injoin'd by Chrif 

Neither is it left to the Subje& to determine whe 
ther cheſe Actions are expedient or conducive to Del if t 
cency, Order, &c. or not; but this is left wholly... + 
to the Judgment and Diſcretion of the Rulenubies 
When therefore the Subject refuſes to obey ſuch Pri 
ſcriptions, upon pretence of Unfitneſs or Inexpedi 
ency, he exceeds the Bounds of that Liberty whict 
belongs to him, anduſurps upon the proper Autho- 
rity of his Superiours. 

It the Actions indeed appears to him plainly U 
lawfulls (i. e) forbidden by Cariſt, tho it may be 
in its Nature indifferent, yet he is bound not to pet: 
form it. But the Ruler, nevertheleſs, doth him no 
Injury in preſcribing it, becauſe it appears to him 
in its Nature indifferent, and in its Uſe expedient; 
and therefore ſuch, as he is not only impower'd 
but commanded by Chrift to preſcribe : And conſe 
quently in preſcribing it, he only executes a Com 
miſſion which he has receiv'd from Chrift, Ant 

by whatever Act of Authority he only perform 
his own Duty, he cannot uſurp upon another 
Liberty; becauſe we are aflured Chriſt has not let 
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. Many Liberties to ſome of his Subjects, which are in- 
conſiſtent with thoſe Duties which he has required 
rom Sthers. 
But whatever the Perſuaſion of the Subject may 
e N either the Senſe of Chriſt's Laws, or 
he Nature of the Actions injoin'd, or how much 
: "Wocver the Command of his Rulers may eicher ip 
Appearance or Reality be contrary to the Law of 
hrift ; yet the Liberty of the Subject is perfectly 
ecured to him by that Limitation of his Obedience, 
hich allows him to refuſe his a&:ve Compliance 
ith any Command, which he has Reaſon to be- 
Wicve inconſiſtent with his Duty to Chriſt, If his 
Objections are ſupported with good Reaſons, or 
ach as appear plainly concluſive to him, Authori- 
Wy is ſubmitted to them, and he is excuſed from Sin, 
n not aively obeying it. And if he has no good 
Reaſons againſt it, the Command of a juſt Autho- 
ty is Certainly it ſelf a good Reaſon for an active 
Hbedience. 
If the Power of Juriſdiction aſcribed to the Ru- 
ers, be thought an injurious Abridgment of the 
Wubjets Liberty, in Obedience to which we have 
bliged him to ſubmit to the Penalties of his Refu- 
]W!, when his Perſuaſion will not ſuffer him actively to 
omply with the Command, we need only repeat. 
1, That the Submiſſion of the Subject to-theſe 
Penalties is not forbidden by Chriſt ; and conſe- 
'Wucncly, by obliging him to ſubmit to theſe Penal- 
ics, we do not oblige him to any thing forbidden 
y Chriſt. | | 
2. That the Rulers are impower'd by Chriſt to 
Wiflik theſe Penalties. For if they are impower'd 
d preſcribe ſuch Laws to the external Behaviour 
f ſuch Chriſtians, as, according to their Interpre- 
tion of Scripture, are agreeable to the Laws of 
hrift, they muſt alſo be impower'd to inflict the 
enalties of ſuch Laws on thoſe who offend againſt 
em. And whatever Penalties the Rulers are im- 
dwer'd to inflict, the _— is bound to ſubmic 
| to; 


* 4 


J 
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to; and conſequently, by ſuch Submiſſion, HMMyſtet 
gives up no Liberty, which belongs to him as hey dc 
Chriſtian. | | | o Him 

Neither can it with Reaſon be objected, ThyMoing | 
the Cenſures of the Church, by excluding the Offfuilr c 
fender from the Ordinances of it, deprive him fff 24, 
any Privilege which he has a Right to, Becaulery R 
he was, at his Baptiſm, admitted to theſe externiffectu: 
Privileges, on certain Conditions; viz. a ProfeſliaWable 
of certain Articles, and a Promiſe to obſerve ceawaken 
tain Duties. Whenever, therefore, he acts contraind diſ 
ry to theſe Promiſes and Profeſſions, he forfeits ti Hition 
Advantages to which he was intitled, in virtue off tbe - 
them; and conſequently no Injury is done bine Ch 
when, upon ſuch Tranſgreflions, he is excluded fronfiſſice ; * 
them. The ſame Reaſons alſo prove, that no P«Wights, 
ſon is injured, when he is ſuſpended or depoſe Upo 
from any Station or Office in the Church, for breaks alc: 
ing the Conditions upon which he was admitt:Wan is 
to them. | muſt 

It has been argued, indeed, by a late Author ( fr to 
with an affected Ayre of Religious Compaſliot ſtanc 
That by excluding a Sinner from the Ordinances Meſide 
the Church, we uncharitably deprive him of tho has 
Graces which flow from the Participation of then eri) 
and conſequently injure him in a Property, in ſud imits 
Circumſtances the moſt valuable to him, the veſ er 
Means whereby he might be recovered, But aint | 
this Author, who ſeems to intend all this only as gi 
grave Ridicule on the Offices of Religion, deſerv4f an 
a ſerious Reply, I anſwer, nger 

1#, That the Efficacy of theſe Means of Graqorit) 
depends on a proper Diſpoſition in the Perſon low 
whom they are applied. St. Paul has determine f 
That he who partakes of the Lord's Table anu{"ich 
thily, eats and drinks Damnation to himſelf (b). Aut 
therefore, the Rulers of the Church believe an 
Perſon unqualify'd for a due Participation of tho 


(4) Rights of the Chriſtian Church, Chap. 3. () i Cor 6 
f 


a) 1 
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My fteries, by. forbidding his Approach to them, 
bey do not exclude him from a Means of Grace 
o Him, but with great Charity reſtrain him from 
taWoing himſelf a farther Prejudice, by the additional 
uilt of prophaning thoſe Holy My tteries. 
zh, The Diſcipline of the Church is for this 
cry Reaſon apply'd to Offenders, becauſe it is an 
ffectual Means of Grace to them; the moſt pro- 
able Method co convert and recover them, by 
akening them to a juſt Senſe of their Danger, 
nd diſpoſing them to ſuch an Humility and Con- 
ition of Soul, as may (a) ſave the Spirit in the Day 
the Lord Feſus. And therefore the Cenſures of 
e Church are Acts of Compaſſion, as well as Ju- 
ice; and are equally excuſed from Invaſion on the 
ights, and Cruelty to the Soul of the Criminal. 
Upon the whole ; Since all the Authority which 
e aſcribe to the Rulers of the Church, is no more 
Wan is derived to them from the Commiſſion of Chriſt, 
muſt be conſiſtent with the Liberty which he has 
fr to the reſt of his Subjects. For in whatever 
ſtances he has given another Perſon Power to 
elide over us, to direct or command us, in thoſe 
has not left us free; and conſequently, whatever 
iberty they take from us, while they act within the 
imits of that Commiſſion, can be no Part of that 
berty which Chriſt has left us. And if the Com- 
aint be carried farther than this, and the Autho- 
as ey given them by this Commiſſion be objected to, 
an Injury to Human Liberty, the Diſpute is no 
nger againſt the Perſons who exerciſe this Au- 
ority, but againſt Chriſt who gave it. But to 
n Flow this Objection would lead us into a Que- 
ine ion foreign to the Subject which I am engaged on; 
nunlhich obliges me only to ſhew, That the Eecleſfoſti- 
). Authority, with the Limitations under which I 


An 
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Ai. 
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a) I Cor. v. 7. 


P 2 | have 


Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt. 115 
tian 
Superiority over others, with a particular De- 


urch 


mit ent to Inſtruct the Inferiors according to the beſt 


hich cheir Underſtanding, in the true Meaning and 
„port of his Will; and has alſo given them Authority 
findWþt only to Teach, but Command ſuch Performances 
nde appear to them agreeable to his Vill; and to make 
uche farther Rules or Orders, as ſhall from time to 


e appear conducive to the Peace and good Diſ- 
pline of the Family; provided they injoin nothing 
ntrary to what he has preſcribed: And has, at the 
me time, veſted them with Power to correct and 
nib ſuch as viſibly offend againſt the Laws or- 
ined by the Maſter, or ſuch Orders as they are 
power d to make, either by Suſpenſion from cer- 


what 
rt 0 
dle! 
f thi 
lem 
2b 
d the 


sin Privileges of the Family, or, if they continue 


ſtinate and unreclaimed, by a total Excluſion from 
e Society of it: And in the ſame Will has com- 
anded all the Inferior Servants to ſubmit themſelves 

their Swp:riors, in the juſt” Exerciſes of theſe 
dwers and Offices, which he has committed to 
em ; not, indeed, to do any thing in Obedience 
chem, which is apparently contrary to his Will; 
t to conſult them in all Difficulties, and to re- 


dil 


all Things not manifeſtly forbidden by his Will. 


d even where they cannot comply with the 
irection, patiently to ſubmit to the Penalties of 


eir Refuſal, - 


ente 
LA 


to i | | 
rh In this Image of a Family, thus conſtituted, we 
o ole an exact Repreſentation of the Church of Chriſt, 
1d 84 of the Authority afligned to ſome, and the Du- 


s and Submiſſion required from others of the 
embers of it. And if in ſuch a Family the Su- 
macy, of the Maſter, and all Rights of the Subject, 
nlittent with Peace and good Government, are 
elerved, notwithſtanding the Powers veſted in 
e ſaperior Servants of it, It will be difficult to aſſign 
y Reaſon, why the ſame Powers may not be ex- 

erciſed 


mag 
1 
bet 


bſet 
| Re 
yhic 
Til 


1 nevertheleſs, he has placed ſome in Stations 


nation to certain Offices, and a ſpecial Appoint- 


ive their Direction, and obey their Commands, 
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erciſed by the Governours of the Church, without jg 
vading the Authority of Chriſt, or the juſt Liberty g 
any Chriftian. 

t is impoſſible, indeed, by the wiſeſt Conſtitus 
on, to prevent all Irregularities in a Society, when 
the Adminiſtration muſt be placed in the Hands d 
free, and yet weak and paſſionate Agents: The $y 
periors will ſometimes miffake in the Exerciſe 9 
their Power, and ſometimes, perhaps, deſigned 
pervert it. But ſince the ſecret Malice and Inten 
tion of the Heart can be judged of by none by 
God, whenever the Adminiftration of the Rulen 
appears irregular, Charity obliges us to conſider jWhich r 
only as miſtaken. Cor 

Let the Caſe then be ſuppoſed, That the Supe Fcauſe 
riors in ſuch a Family miſtake their Maſter's Die? WI 
Aion, and either Teach or Command any thing no 0w7, 
agreeable to it: It cannot be ſaid, that they a ed to 
guilty of a deſign'd Uſurpation upon the Authorinbedie: 
of their Maſter ; becauſe they think in their Conſciars t: 
ence that they are obeying it; and that what theſſe Co 


aſter 
pirit 
erſual 
erſuac 
e fan 
r the 
is mi 
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rbidde 


e Inf 
ac Sup 


do is a Duty which their Station requires from then by 

The Queſtion is, How the Inferior is to beha nal ! 
himſelf with reſpe& to ſuch a Command? Now ilſferior 
he perceives, and is perſuaded in his Conſcience|ſilion 
that the Action required is contrary to the Will Mons! 
the Maſter, it is his Duty not to perform it: Boo is 
if he is not forbid by the Mill to ſubmit to the . ſhore 
nallies of his Incompliance, he is certainly bounWtlion 
to ſubmit ; becauſe he is by the plain Direction edu⸗ 
the Wil, bound to ſubmit to the Authority of thelWmily 
Superiors, as far as he can do it without acting conf Mo! 
trary to the Will. 1 her ] 

An Exemption, indeed, from all Penalties, it the 
ſuch a Caſe, wou'd in its Effects vacate the who e (1 
Conſtitution of the Family, and put an End Tf Lf: 
the very Being of it, as a Society. For it muſt bl wou 
remembred, that the Subject is alſo paſſionate angFing c 
fallible, as well as the Raler ; and may either ima till! 
gine an Action to be contrary to the Will of the Ot 


Malt: 
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aſter which is preciſely directed by it, or, from a 
piric of Mutiny and Oppoſition, may pretend a 
erſuaſion of Conſcience when he is not really ſo 
erſuaded. But we will allow him the Favour of 
e ſame charitable Suppoſition that was claimed 
r the Ruler, and conſider him only as mifaken. By 
is mutual Allowance the State of the Caſe is re- 
Wuced to this; That the Superior thinks the Action 
mmanded by the Maſter, and the Inferior thinks it 
rbidden, Here then is the Reaſon or Opinion of 
e Inferior oppoſed to the Reaſon or Opinion of 
de Superior: And if one cannot convince the other, 
nich muſt take place? Shall the Superior act againft 
s Conſcience, and omit the Duty of his Station, 
cauſe the Inferior conceives it not to be his Du- 
? Whoſe Conviction is he to be governed by, 
nnn, or his Inferiors? If by his own, he muſt pro- 
Wed co command the Action, and, upon Refuſal of 
bedience, to infli the Penalty, as his Duty ap- 
Wars to require him. If by his Inferior's, here is 
e Conſcience of one Man ſubjected and over-ru- 
by the Sentiments of another; with this addi- 
anal Abſurdity, that this Power is given to the 
ferior over the Superior. He who has a Com- 
iſlion to Teach and Govern, is to receive his Dire- 
jons how to execute this Commiſſion from him 
o is to be taught and governed by it. The Reſult, 
ſhort, will be this, That there will be no Com- 
ounWllion or Superiority at all; but every one will 
equal and independent; and conſequently, the 
Wnmily will be diſſolved, and the Parts of it have 
more Connection with one another, than any 
her Perſons who are no way related, We can- 


h 
MN | 


es, ii t therefore ſuppoſe, that a wiſe Maſter wou'd 
whole ſuch a Degree of Liberty or Exemption of 
nd i Inferiors from the Authority of the Superiors, 
aſt bi wou'd, in its Conſequences, deſtroy the ver 

e au ing of that Society which he intended ſhould ſub- 


till his coming again. Whereas, admit but this 
Obligation on che Subject to ſubmit to the Pe- 
: naziies 


120 Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt, 


»alties of his Refuſal, when he cannot in Conſciſlobb'c 
perform the Action required, and Peace and On T. 
der are provided for; and yet no Violence is offer owe 
to the Conſcience of any, The Ruler is not obiiM04u; 
ged to do any thing contrary to his Conſcience, nW If t 
the Subject any thing contrary to his; and bo arion 
may be intitled to the Approbation of the Maiter, Whe « 

The Parallel between this Image and the ChurWhe A 
is ſo obvious, that I need not detain the Read om 
with a particular Application of it. ow ] 
Once! 


ſO 


i | 2 FOX 2 Do us 
CHAP. u. ity (7 

rinci 

That the Idea given of the Viſible Church Wellion 


dmit. 


As 


as in 


not inconſiſtent with the Principles of 1 
Reformation, | 


DUT Ian obliged to take notice of one Olfftþ anſ\ 
D jection which has been made to the Dodrih obſc 
have aſſerted, which is, That the Author argir 


placed in the Rulers of the Church, and the $i 
miſſion required from the Subjects to it, lay the! 
formation of this Church under the Charge of a Re 
lion againſt its ſpiritual Paſtors : But the Anſwer") V 


this I think is very obvious; viz. tf 1 

That the Reformation of this Church was not H) ca 
Oppoſition to any juſt Authority, but a Vindicatif Sempe 
of its own Rights from the uſurped Tyranny of fetun 
ther Church, and conſequently no Rebellion. 2 

Had the Church of Rome received a Commmiſſi Exped 
from Chriſt to preſcribe Laws, and extend its Cum lic 
ſures to all other Churches, tho we might and ou? eſt, 
to have refuſed our Compliance with any Impcf adam 
ons which we were convinced were contrary tod, in 
Laws of Chriſt; yet we cou'd not, without Rebeii Non 


d. Com 
Non pt 
utioni! 
tur. 

ſeland 


againſt the Commiſſion of Chriſt, have totally 
jected the Authority which He had given that Chu 
over us. But the Caſe was quite otherwiſe; 
only reſumed the juſt Authority of which _y 

ro 
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obb'd ns: And as a Church equally independent 
pn Them, as they on Us, we, by our own proper 
Power reform'd the Corruptions which they had in- 
roduced among us. 

If the Objection be farther urged, That our Refor- 
ation Was begun and carried on in oppoſition to 
he then Lawful Paſtors and Ralers of this Church, 
he Aſſertion will be found contradicted by Hiſtory ; 
om whence it may be proved that the Reformation, 
ow Eſtabliſh'd among us, and which alone I am 
oncern'd to defend, was begun and derived down 
> us by the Hands of a proper Eccleſiaſtical Autho- 
ity (a): And conſequently it cannot, from the 
rinciples | have laid down, be charged with Re- 
/lon againſt choſe whoſe Authority I am obliged to 
dmit. | 58 

As for the Methods, by which the Reformation 
as introduced into any other Churches, They are 
d anſwer for themſelves. Only I deſire the Reader 
d obſerve, from the few Citations referr'd to in the 
argin (b), out of Multitudes which might be 
| pro- 


— 


(a) Vide Archbiſhop Laud againſt Fiſher, p. 100, 101. 
Dr. Baſier, Liberty of the Britannick Church, pag. 45. Fuller, 
urch Hiſt. pag. 188. 194. 

(b) calvin Ep. ad Farell. 

Semper hoc in Ecclefia valuit, quod veteribus ſynodis fuit 
Wcretum ; ut qui ſubjici communis Diſcipline legibus nolu- 
it, munere abdicetur. 

Idem Ep. ad Protect. Anglia. 

Expedit quidem proſpicere deſultoriis Ingeniis quæ ſibi ni- 


s Calum licere volunt. — Ratio autem expedita ad eam Rem 
ou eſt, ſi exter quzdam ſumma Docttinæ ab omnibus recepra, 
r inter Prædicandum omnes ſequantur, & ad quam obſer- 
pg edam omnes Epiſcopi & Parochi aſtringantur. And after- 
to d,, in the ſame Epiſtle, Cerebroſi Quidam qui ſub Evan- 
belli Nomine aJaZiav invectam volunt, ultore gladio coerceri--- 
ly d. Com. in 1 Cor. 14. 10. : br 
"hy Non poteſt haberi quod Paulus hic exigit, niſi additis con- 
: utionibus, tanquam vinculis, quibus ordo & decorum fer- 
3 Wtur. 


ſeland hon Loc. Com. Cap. de Polit. Eccles. 


Tee tegi nec Coerceri Homines poſſunt, itaque ſei- 
amus 
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produced, That the moft conſiderable of the Re. 
formers abroad aſſert the Neceflity of an External 4 
Diſcipline, and the Authority belonging to the Rd N 
of the Church in every Inſtance of Power which? 2 
I have aſcribed to Them. And it cannot be im. 

gin'd They cou'd be ſo inconſiſtent with Themlſelve,, 


as to aſſert Principles with which their own Kefir. 


mation Cou'd not be reconciled, | 

From the whole that has been offer'd, I hope, it 
will appear, that the Powers which I have aſcribed 
to the Rulers of the Church, are duly ſubordinate Of 
to, and conſiſtent with the Supremacy of Chriſt x 
Head of it; and that the Subje&iow which I have 9 
required from the Inferiors to theſe Powers, as Mem- th 


bers of the Vi/ible Church, is perfectly conſiſtent i Tr 
with thoſe Duties which are injoyn'd them, and 


thoſe Liberties which are reſery'd to them by Chritt a 
as Members of the Inviſible. EE 
| | 4 A 
amus diſſipatis Ordinationibus Eccleſiafticis periclitari etian 
Eccleſiam. 
Confeſſ. Bohem. C. 8. Sect. 10. p. 12. 
Abſque Ordinis conſtitutione & Adminiftratione externa not 
poteſt bono eſſe. loco (eccleſia) aut bene cum ipſa agi, ſicuſſ. * x 
nec cum alia, vel minima, communitate. BEET 
| an E 
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EEO RUG) 


Of the ' Abſurd and Deſtructide Conſe- 

quences that fellow from affirming any 
m thing of the Church under the Idea of 
en Invifible, which is contrary to itt Con- 
ll flitution as 4 Viſible Society. 


EEA Au 
* CHAP. I, 
The Reaſons of this Inquiry. 


| No 
* bee ROM the View which has been taken 
* F 22 of this Subject in the foregoing Refle- 


nana. tions, I hope it will appear that the 
& Church of Chriſt may be conſider'd un- 
er the Diſtinction of Viſible and Inviſible, and yet 
emain a City at Unity in its ſelf, built upon the Founda- 
on of the Apoſtles and Prophets ; Feſus Chriſt himſelf 
eing the chief Corner Stone: That Chriſt has actually 
iven thoſe Powers to the Miniſters and Officers 
4 f his Church, which we have aſſerted as neceſſary 
its Polity under the former Idea, and that theſe 
re perfectly conſiſtent with his own Supremacy, 
nd thoſe Rights and Immunities which belong to 
e Members of his Church conſider d under the 

ater. | 
And whoever reflects with any Attention on this 
ubje&, cannot but obſerve with what admirable 
Q 2 Wiſdom 


— N T. 2 
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Wiſdom and OEconomy the Divine Author of this ¶ may 
Society has adapted every Part of its Viſible and Ex. Mocure 
ternal Conftitution, to promote the Internal Influence Nincip 
of his own Laws and Authority on the Conſcience Neſe R 
of his Subjects; and on the other fide, how natu. Waſt eq 
rally we are led by a juſt Reverence for the Ma. rſaric 
ſter to honour and obey the Commiſſion He has gi. I It is 
ven his Seryants. And ſince the only Objection Maint, 
that have been offer'd againſt the Powers aſcribed to arge 
the wi/ible Officers of the Church have been Snggeſti- Nd for 
ons of their Inconſiſtency with the Supremacy ofWble. 
Chrift, ot the Right and Liberties of his Diſciples; fend. 
Having ſhewn that this Charge is without Founda.Wmmit 
tion, and that the Powers claim'd to the Vi ries | 
Church are conſiſtent with what the Obje&ers them. ſe 
ſelves affirm of Chrift, or his Members, under the een 
Idea of the Inviſible, I might now preſume my ſeliMWrmer 
excuſed from following this Subject any farther. {uallz 
But it cannot but be obſerv'd, That the Perſons ale 
who have lately revived this Diſpute concerning E- Hat the 
cleftaſtical Authority, have taken a great deal of Pain er 
to load the Powers aſſerted to the Officers of the, as 
Church, with a long Train of the moft invidiou: wh 
Abſurdities, and to expoſe all who appear in Defence w. 
of them to the Jealouſy or Averſion of Men, as Abet-Wors « 
ters of Spiritual Tyranny and inclined to Popery, Now Wange 
tho' I have the Satisfaction to hope that ſome AnWnnot 
{wer may be found to every one of theſe Reproach-Wnac v 
es in the foregoing Pages; yet becauſe a conſide. The 
Table Part will be always found among MankindWeer tt 
more capable of Influence from Addreſſes to theirhich 
Paſſions, than from Reaſoning and Argument; andWini/e 
a much greater, who, without entring into theltruc 
true State and Merits of a Queſtion are determinedFWrther 
againſt that Side which is charg'd with the moliÞvicar 
odious Conſequences, tis to be fear'd, that manyMho te 
may. receive ſuch Impreſſions from theſe Declam- te F 
tions deliver'd under the inſinuating Diſguiſe of Þve : 
Zeal for Publick Liberties, as may prejudice thene Gr 
againſt all that can be offer'd on the ↄther Side ſound 


= 


, it 
f 
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is may - therefore be farther neceſſary, in order to 
x. Wocure an impartial Hearing, To ſhew that the 
ice NHinciples and Doctrines aſſerted by the Authors of 
ice Wcſe Reproaches are attended with Abſurdities, at 
tu · Naſt equal to thoſe which they impute to their Ad- 
la. rſaries. 6 U | 

gi· It is indeed a. general, and perhaps a juſt Com- 
ons Maint, that in Controverſies each Side is apt to 
| to arge the other with 4b/urdities which they diſown; 
fi. Id for which therefore they ought not to be accoun- 
ol ble. If They, who in the preſent Diſpute have 
les; ended the viſible Oeconomy of the Church, have 


da. Immitted any Offence of this kind, their Adver- 
ſchries have very liberally repaid it. But I aſſure 


y - ſelf this Difference will be obſerv'd be- 
een them, that the Abſurdities charged on the 
mer are ſuch, as few (I believe none) have been 
tually led into by any Doctrine they have taught 
aſſertion of their Principles. But tis notorious, 
Ec-Wat the Principles and Doctrines advanced by the 
aim rer are daily underſtood, and publickly defend- 
the, as unanſwerable Proofs of thoſe very Abſurdi- 
ou; which are charged upon them: And therefore, 
enceyo' we ſhou'd ſuppoſe the Intention of the Au- 
bet Nors on both Sides equally innocent; yet the 
(lowſWanger we are perſuaded to fear from the one, 
AnWnnot with reaſon be ſo much apprehended as 
ach · hat we actually feel from the Other. | 
(ſide The Errors indeed of either Extreme equally 
kindWter that wiſe Temperament and Subordination in 
hich the Supremacy of Chriſt and the Authority of bis 
liniſters are adjuſted to each other, and are equally 
ſtructive of Chriſtian Religion. Nay, we are 
ther ready to own, that whoever aſcribes an ex- 
bicant Power to the viſible Officers of the Church, 
ho teaches that their Determinations are the ult;- 
ate Rule of Mens Faith and Actions, that they 
ave an abſolute Power of withholding or denying 
e Graces of the Goſpel, &c. ſtrikes at the very 
ide Foundations of Chriſtianity. Theſe are Acts of 
= m ? 5 incom- 
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incommunicable Supremacy, and the Reverencey 
Allegiance of Men will terminate in thoſe Perſy 
in whom theſe Powers are placed, and conſequen 
Chriſt will be left only a Name in his Church wi 
out Power or Authority. Theſe Conſequence; \ 
acknowlege, and theſe Doctrines we deteſt ; ; 
whenever they have appeard among us, neith 
the Governours, nor the Members of This Chun 
have wanted Vigilance to guard againſt them, 
Zeal to oppoſe them. But wich reſpect to the p 
ſent Controverſy, ſince we have no juſt Reaſon 
believe, that the Principles aſterted by thoſe who { 
fend the Eccleſiaſtical Authority have led, or can le 
any one into theſe Abſurdities ; And the deſtrudi 
Conſequences charg'd on the Doctrines of thi 
who appear againſt them, are not only actually 


ferr'd from them, but contended for with warm v 
applauded and encouraged ; Prudence and De R 
will oblige us firſt to guard againft theſe latter Mud h. 
verſaries, and not ſuffer our ſelves to be amuſed io f 
the Purſuit of an imaginary Enemy, while a 1M, If ; 
and preſent Danger is entring in at our Doors. Wany « 
3 8 | if the 
En: Mr 3 * amen 
CHAP. 1, the | 


Of che Abſurdities that follow from denying i 
bs Church to be a Viſible Society. 


IHE general A4b/urdity with which I have cha 
ed that levelling Scheme of Religion, whit 

denies the Officers of the Church thoſe AMiniſten 
Powers which I have aſcribed to them is, That upt 
theſe Principles tis impoflible the Church of Chil 
can ſubſiſt a viſible Society. mr 
That this is a neceſſary Conſequence from the 
Principles, is evident, becauſe a viſible Society, 
the very Notion of it, is a Number of Perſons, what a 
External Behaviour is govern'd by the ſame Syſte 


of ſtated Laws: Now Laws for external — 
Wiche 


Of the Viſible Church of Chrift, 127 


hour external - Penalties affix'd to the Breach of 
m, and Penalties without ſome Perſons autho- 
d to inflict them, are uſeleſs and ineffectual Pro- 


2nce of every Society. If, therefore, Chriſt 
left all his Diſciples in a State of perfect Equality 
independence on one another, if none is diſtin- 
md by any Commiſſion or Authority from another, 
Church of Chrift muſt, upon theſe Principles, be 
lumber of looſe inconneced Perſons, without the 
Appearance of being form d into a viſible Society. 


rch of Chrift is not a viſible Society, it might be 
Wcicnt to ſhew, that this Aſſertion is contradicted 
he cleareft Proofs from Scripture and Autiquity, 
hich it appears, that the Church of Chriſt was 
ſt inſtituted, and in all ſucceeding Ages govern d 
viſible Society, ſome of which have been offer'd 
he Reader in the preceeding Reflections. Burt I 
WMu'd here only obſerve the Inconveniences that mult 
ow from this Poſition. And, 

If all Chriftians are equal and undiſtinguiſh'd, 
any Commiſſion, from one another, as they muſt 
if the Church is not a vi/ible Society; Then the 
aments appointed by Chrift cannot be adminiſter d, 
the Word preach d among them; for who ſhall 
ite in theſe Ordinances ? | 

it be ſaid, that all the Lord's People are Holy, all 
ally Prieſts, and may officiate in theſe Inſtances 
dne another: It may be ſufficient, I think, to ob- 
e that, among all the wild Schemes of Religion 
anced in theſe latrer Ages, and all the Experi- 
ts that have been made to Divide and Diſſipate 
Church of Chriſt, tho' this has been offer'd in 
ory, yet this alone cou'd never yet be reduced 
Practice: And therefore they who contrived the 


8 het of the Luakers, which Gomes the neareft to this 
bel), eme, found themſelves obliged to reject the Sa- 
whoa as uſeleſs and unneceſſary, from a Conviction 
y iſ it was impoſſible to retain theſe Ordinances 


without 


ons for that Order and Union which is the very 


fit be thought no Abſurdity to affirm, that the 
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without ſelecting ſome Perſons from others to offi 


ate in them. But even theſe Enthuſiaſts themſelys 


are manifeſtly form'd into a viible Society, tho' 
their own deviſing, and without any Affinity to th 
Church inſtituted by Chriſt; and, without fi 
Combination, They had long ſince diſappear'd ay 

come to nothing. TE 
It has been farther offer'd by ſome, That ar 
Number of Chriſtians may -agree together, an 
chooſe one or more Perſons to Exponnd the Scriptur 
Baptixe, &c. Bur I muſt obſerve, that this deſtio 
the Suppoſition contended for: For the Authors 
this Scheme agree with us ſo far, that the Churchi 
a viſible Society, and that viſible Officers are nece 
fary for the Adminiſtration of Religion in it; on 
in this we differ, That we affirm that this Societ 
was at firſt Inſtituted and the Officers of it appointe 
by Chriſt-and his Apoſtles ; and that this Authorir 
was derived down by a regular Ordination to the 
Succeſſors. They on the contrary affirm, Th 
Chriſt left it to the whole Multicude of his Subjed 
to form themſelves into a viſible Society, and choc 
Officers for the Adminiſtration of it, and that no 
ther Ordination is neceſſary to theſe Offices but th 
choice of the People. Now it might eaſily be ſhew 
that this Hypotheſis is not only contrary to the plai 
Evidence of Fact, but attended with the great 
Abſurdities, and inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom an 
Goodneſs of Chriſt, the Founder of this Societ! 
But what I am here principally concern'd to obſer 
is, That this Scheme of Chriftianity equally ut 
poſes the Church to be a viſible Society with th 
former, and that not only when actually conſtitute 
under Officers ſo choſen, but as ſoon as ever t 
Members of it agree together, either to chooſe ſu 
Officers, or obſerve any common Rule, They al 
" a Body, and become a viſible Society. And then 

ore, | 
2. Unleſs we ſuppoſe the Church to be a. viſ 
Society, tis impoſſible that any Number of Chrill 
| * 
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ans ſhou'd aſſemble together in a Congregation for 
the Worſhip of God; for this cannot be done with- 
out agreeing upon ſome Ruler to be obſerv'd in it. 
and the firft Moment Men conſent to act by the 
ame ſocial Laws, they become a viſible Society. And 
f no publick Offices of Religion can be admini- 
erd, and no Congregation aſſembled for Divine 
Worſhip, unleſs we admit the Church to be a wvi/ible 
ociety; I may be allow'd without inlarging farther 
in the Proof of it, to Infer a 

34 Concluſion ; viz. That ſuppoſing the Church 
o be no wiſible Society, the very Profeflion of Chri- 


mg | ſtianity muſt ſoon be extinguiſh'd. 
by It cannot but be obſerv'd, that all the Se&s and 
? Denominations of Religion, - whoſe Names have 


been ever heard of in the World, have appear'd 
nder the Form of viſible Societies; and if any 
particular Enthuſiafts have purſued any Chimerical 
Scheme of an inviſible Church, their Project has 
periſh'd with them: And if Chrift had left his 
Church without any Obligation to external Union, 
as a viſible Society, his Religion had had the ſame 
Fate, and been long ſince forgotten. 

It has been pretended that the Laws of Charity 
ind Benevolence, are (ufficient Proviſions for all the 
Union that Chriſt ever intended among his Diſciples : 
But Theſe unite us only as Men, and not as Cbriſti- 
ans: Theſe Duties are indeed preſcribed to us by 
the Goſpel with greater Accuracy and Refinemenr 
than by any other Infticution ; but ſtill they are but 
a more correct Edition of the common Rules of 
Humanity : Something more is required to Unite 
and Diftinguiſh us as Chriſtians, viz. Such a Pro- 
8 f. feſſion of Faith, a Participation in ſuch Ordinances, 
e hh and che Obſervation of thoſe Laws which embody 
10 "W us as a viſible Society, and without theſe I reſume 
cnenſſthat the Church of Chrift will quickly become In- 
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on, have endeavour'd its Subverſion as a viſible Sig. 
ety; And that the preſent Enemies of the Goſpe 
among us purſue the ſame Maxims, appears fron 
the Applauſe and Triumph with which they recein 
all Notions, which tend to diſſolve the External b. 
lity of the Church, and withdraw Mens reſpe& fron 
thoſe Offices and Adminiſtrations, without which it 
cannot ſubſiſt. They are contented that the Duties 
which flow from our internal Relation to Chriſt 
and belong to us as Members of his Inviſible Church, 
ſhou'd be preſs'd and recommended, provided the 
Submiſſion we owe to thoſe whom He has appoints 
to Rule over us, be left out of the Catalogue, and 
all thoſe Laws, Duties, and Offices, which incor 
porate and unite us as A vi ſible Society, be expoſed 
as Prieſtcraft and Impoſture: Becauſe They ſee plain-W 
ly that theſe Principles will ſo effectually aſſiſt them 
in ſubverting the Church as a viſible Society, that nat 
even a ſingle Congregation can be form'd upon 
them: And they are very well ſatisfied, that if They 
can once diſſolve thoſe Ties which unite us together "ele 
as a viſible Church, our Inviſible Church will girehur 11 
them no Trouble, but expire of it elf. 
It deſerves our Obſervation, That tho theſe Prin- 
ciples were very much preach'd and inculcated in 
the late Times of Confuſion, and proved of excel- 
lent Uſe for perfecting the Root and Branch-work 
then in Hand ; yet when ,this was accompliſh'd, it 
was ſoon found, that the ſame Tools which had been 
ſo ſucceſſively imploy'd in pulling down the Ef 
bliſh'd Religion, wou'd not ſerve: to build up an 
thing elſe in the Place of it : And accordingly all 
the various Schemes of Religion which were then hoe 
offer'd to the World, however different in other rel-W* 
peas; yet agreed All in propoſing ſome Form of a iſſio 
viſible Society. Among Others, indeed, we have 1}, * 
Project of a Church which the Author (a) pretends dri 
to form upon theſe Principles. He lays down for 
bis Foundation, (b) That the Church is not an Outward 


(4) Dells, Way of Peace and Unity, Printed 1649. () Pag. 6. (a). 
. I 
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, viſeble Society, but a Spiritual and inviſible Fellow- 


pa wholly bid from carnal Eyes, not govern d by Out- 
on ard and viſible Officers, according to outward viſible 


"rms and Orders--- That Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit, 
p, Mere be only Officers in it (a), That there is no Diſtinction 
on Clergy-and Laity, (b) but all are Prieſts alike, have 
h iwer alike, &c. But when He comes to tell us, 
tie o Religion is to be exerciſed and adminiſter'd in 
tif his Church, He is forced to allow ic Power to ga- 
reh ber it ſelſ rogether to appoint Officers to Judge all Do- 
thellrincs e), and in ſhort deſcribes as very a viſible So- 
intellliery, with Officers, Legiſlative Authority, and Ju- 
iſdiction, as any of thoſe which He had before op- 
Poſed and reviled as Churches of Men and of Anti- 
briſt, wich this only Diffecence, that whereas They 
ere eicher Monarchical, 'Ariffocratical, or mix'd. 
f both, His is form'd upon the Model of a Demo- 
racy... MED Dax, 2 ps 3408 
From what has been obſerv'd it appears, that 
ne Practice and Judgment of all Ages, paſt and 
reſent, and of all Men, Friends, and Enemies con- 
ur in affirming this Propoſition, That the Profeſſion 
4 Exerciſe of Chriſtian Religion cannot be preſery/d, 


pri. r the CEurch of Chriſt ſubſit, unleſs we allow It to att 
ed inf viſible Society. And if this be acknowledg'd a 


ue Propoſition, It neceſſarily follows, That all 
Poct.ines which tend to ſubyert the Church as a 
iſivle Society equally tend to extirpate Chriſtianity 
om the Earth, And ſince the Church of Chriſt 
nnot ſubſiſt as a /Y3/eble Society, without ſome Per- 
Das diſtinguiſh'd by ſuch Powers and Offices, as 
y alle neceſſary for the Adminiſtration of its Polity ; 
then hoever teaches that no Chriſtian has theſe Pow- 
r reſ. , or is diſtinguiſh'd by any Office or Com- 
of 1 Piſſion from another, advances a Doctrine, which 
ave it were univerſally receiv'd wou'd aboliſh the 
tenositiſtian Religion. 


9 (a) P, It, 00 P 94. (c) P. 535, 56, & ſeq.” 
ag | 5 ſeq CHAP, 


” B 
1 


/ 
ME : . > 


"oP 


132 Of the Viſible Church of Chriſt. 
a heir nou ee ER. 
Of the Advantage given. to Popery by. theſ. 
CY, Phandiples.. - 0 b. 

s 2 ſufficient Ballance for theſe 4bw>iries, it 
is objected againſt the Principles and Dottriney 
of thoſe who aſſert the external Polity of the Church, 
That they neceſſarily lead us to Popery: It may there- 
fore be worth our While to conſider in a few Pages 
which Side, in the Conduct of this Diſpute, have 
given the Regt ſt Advantages to that Religion. 
elf it will appear from a Compariſon, 
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if her, Minifters; and, conſequently this Charge is inſÞ ba 
, Effect laid agaihſt the Doctrines and Conftitucionſ'? he 
be look'd on 25 nbthing elſe ce c 
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larly concerns us to defend her Do 


11 


Ser of Deifts, Arians, Socinians and other Heretich T7, 
and the Rear of it is brought up by a Rabble on ot 
Sefaries ; and, I think, I need not trouble my & 
WWW 


See 


h proving, that by Popery the Former of theſe 
an Cbriſtianity, and the Latter the Church of Eng- 
1; and with theſe many honeſt and good Chri- 
ins are prevail'd on to joyn, deceiv'd by an Equi- 
al Word, who by Popery mean the ſame thing 
t we do, the Tyranny and Corruptions of the 
wrch of Rome. Now we readily acknowledge, 
Wc after the Way which the two. former of theſe 
Popery, ſo worſhip we the God of our Fathers, 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, And the Laß, we hope, 
be perſuaded to ſeparate themſelves from the 


iſon. Panſels of theſe wicked Men, who by ſuggefting 
Dif Mars of Popery, where no ſuch Fear is, wou d drive 
m into Conclufions deſtructive of this Proteftanc 


urch, and of Chriſtianity it ſelf. To reſcue 
m from this Deluſion I deſire them to recollect. 


ly baffled as by the Clergy of this Church, wha 
o have not found themſelves obliged by their De- 
ce of it, to depart from any of thoſe Doctrines, 
ich are now repreſented as favouring their Ad- 
caries (a). WT | M-z 

WSecondly, That all the Powers we claim to the 
inifters of the Church are clearly proved to have 
en deliver'd down to them by Chriſt and his 
Woſtles, who we preſume will not be ſuſpected of 
clinations to Popery. But, : 
j 7-i7dly, I muſt eſpecially obſerve, That this very 
arge of promoting | Popery, may with much greater 


n be imputed to thoſe on whom they labour to 
it. We cannot give Popery a greater Advantage 
an by reckoning any of the Primitive Truths of 
nrittianity among the Corruptions of that Church: 
Hoc Itbacus velit & magno mercentur Atridæ. 

dr theſe Articles being capable of clear and in- 
nteſtable Proofs, tis eaſy for the Miſſimmaries of 


(a) Vid. The two Anſwers to the Biſhop of Meaux's Expo- 
ion of the Doctrine of the Catholick Church, Sect, 20, 
ch Printed in 1686, 


at Pt 
ertait 
o thi 
gall 
| by 
etich 
ble ( 
15 ſe 

wil 


that 


( the Viſible Church of Chriſt, 133 


Firſt; That Popery has never been ſo unanſwer- 


ſtice be return d on the Authors of ir, than it 


— 
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that Religion, by ſhewing how much it is injy 
in theſe Imputations to perſuade Men, that they: 
equally abuſed in all other: And that all the 
ctrines objected to, will, upon Examination, 
found as well ſupported as theſe. 

And ſo again, when tis declared, that the Ref 
mation cannot be defended but upon ſuch Princi 
as are apparently deſtructive of all Order and Pg 
ty in the Church of Chriſt, ſince it may be pron 
to any reaſonable Man, that an External Order a 
Polity were inſtituted in the Church by Chriſt 
his Apoſtles, and that without them it could n 
ſubſiſt; This Concluſion muſt appear unavoidal 
to him, that the Reformation cannot be defended | 
upon ſuch Principles as contradict an Inſtituti 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and are in their Co 
ſequences ſubverſive of the Chriſtian Religion; a 
what his next Inference muſt be, need not be (» 
geſted, & N 
It certainly deſerves a ſerious Conſideration fro 
every good Proteſtant, that our Enemies of the Chun 
of Rome have labour'd for the Proof of no Poi 
with more Application than that which is here 
effect granted them, viz. That the Principles upt 
which the Reformation was founded, are inconſilte 
with all Order, Diſcipline, and OEconomy in t 
Viſible Church. Whoever looks into the Cri: 
Moderator (a), Fiat Lux (b), Pax vobæ, the Pri 
ftant's Plea for @ Socinian (c), and many other Auth 
of the Romiſh Church in our own Language, v 
preſently ſee that the ſole Aim and Drift of thi 
Books is to expoſe the Reformation as form's up! 
theſe Poſitions as its Principles,---That no Chrifi 
has Authority to be Ruler or Guide to anotber in Mai 
of Religion---That every one has a Right to interpret den 
ture as He pleaſes, to believe what He pleaſes, and 
worſhip God in what way or manner He pleaſes---Al 


j 1 1657. Y Printed Ann, 1652. (e! oy 
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jun this Suppoſition they proceed to ſhew, That no 
ey can be convinced, no Order, no Miniſtry, 
© DIY Diſcipline, no Form or Appearance of a Yi/b/e 
n, Nriety be preſerv'd in the Church upon the Prin- 


les of the Reformation. And if the Suppoſition be 
wed, I am afraid it will be difficult to avoid the 
nſequences they deduce from it. And therefore 
ſe worthy Perſons, who have undertaken to anſ- 
any of theſe inſidious Treatiſes deny the Sutpo- 
„, and prove contrary to it; That the Principles 
he Reformation acknowledge an Authority of Rule, 
trine, and Juriſdiction in ſome Chriſtians over 
rs; That they do not allow every one to Inter- 
as he pleaſes, to Believe as he pleaſes, or to 
\rutiWfp God as he pleaſes. That the Scripture is a 
r Coll: Rule in all Things neceſſary, which every one 
n ; aWliged to underſtand in its plain Senſe. That in 
be ſuificult and doubtful Caſes, the Determinations 
Far appointed Guides are a Rule which we are 
n frofind to receive, and act by, and that whoever 
PhuWeſſes or acts contrary to plain Scripture, in one 
Poi, or the Direction of his proper Guides in the 
were Ir, is juftly puniſhable by the Cenſares and Autbo- 
's upof the Church. 
fill War with what Triumph will their Adverſaties 
in reply to theſe Anſwers, and appeal in proof 
: bri{\Meir uppoſition to the Conceſſions of choſe, who 
: Fries themſelves the greateſt Champions of the 
Auth nt Cauſe? How will they inſult us with an 
e, Wi: tuo, when they can produce not a few En- 
of thoflafts, but the Reverend and Right Reverend of our 
c uprch declaring in Terms, that Theſe are in 
-brif\h the Principles of the Reformation ; and that ic 
MaiSot be defended upon any other? One would 
t "Wine theſe Perſons muſt prevaricate in the Cauſe 
ani ¶ pretend to appear for, That the Hand of the 
G -was with them, and that they only purſued 
deſign of the Authors above-mentioned. For I 
tis impoſſible to (ſerve the Intereſts of the 


ch of Rome more effectually, than by repreſen- 
| | ting 
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ting the Reformation as founded on ſuch Principles 
the Rights of the Church, and other late Authors, y 
ſeem to Copy after the Sentiments of that g. 
have aſſerted. And whoever is convinced, 
the Reformation cannot be defended but upon ſ 
Principles as Theſe, will eaſily be prevail'd on 
make this Inference, That Salvation can only 
had in the Church of Rome. 
I do not know whether it may be thought 
Objection againft theſe Doctrines, that they | 
poſe the Church of England to the Malice and Se: 
of every petulant Sectary; That they throw do 
all her Incloſures, trample her Articles, Ord 
and Diſcipline under Foot, and leave her nil 
and defenceleſs, without Authority to Corred, 
even Rebuke her Enemies. But it cannot but 
the concern of her true Sons to ſee Thoſe who 
of ber Bread, and are nouriſhed in her Boſom, 
up the ſame Weapons againſt her, by which all 
Adverſaries labour her Deſtruction, and by wh 
as I obſerved, they once accompliſſid it. He 
be a Stranger to the Hiftory of Forty One, who 
not obſery'd, that the Church of England was 
deſtroyed by oppoſing any ſtated Scheme of Re! 
on againſt it, but by general Declamations ag 
the Tyranny of Impoſitions, and by Pretence 
reſtoring Chrift to his Kingdom, and his Subject 
their Liberty; in ſhort, by the very fame licent 
Principles, almoſt word for word that are now. 
tended for. | | 

The Presbyterians, indeed, tho' they join d at 
in this common Cry of the Enthuſiaſts of t 
times, which They ſaw was of ſuch excellent 
in pulling down and demoliſhing, that noi 
could ſtand before it, yet had a farther view, 
preſumed They ſhould be able to ſerve them 
out of the Effects of it, and eſtabliſh their own 
ject of Religion upon the Ruins. But alas! | 
found themſelves miſerably deceived in the EY 
For the ſame Engines which they made uſe 
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ole; attering down the Church, were immediately tur- 
5, jed againſt them; and tho' they ſtruggled hard 
t Maint the Stream, and preached loudly for the 
I, 1 eceſſity of Church Diſcipline, yet they were for- 


ed ro ſubmit, and were carried down by the ſame 
orrent of Anarchy which had ſwept away the E- 
opal Church before; while the Papiſts ttood by 
nd laugh'd at the Confuſion, telling us, that theſe 
ere the neceſſary and unavoidable Fruits of the 
Mrinciples of the Reformation, preſs'd home to their Con- 
quences (a). That theſe were the Doctrines by 
hich we ſupplanted them, and which wou'd Sup- 
ant and Overturn every Church that ſhould pre- 
nd to Act as a Viſible Society to the End of the 
orld. But bleſſed be God, we are able to defend 
r Reformation upon better Principles than theſe, 


ut 

who Ich as are conſiſtent with that Order and Polity 
m. Wbich Chriſt inſtituted in his Church; and ſuch 
\ 21l will equally preſerve it from the Tyranny of their 
 whif®pations on the one hand, and the Confuſion of 
He H onatick Anarchy on the other. 


And in the Bowels of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, let me 
treat thoſe Authors who have put the Iſſue of the 
tote ſtant Cauſe upon ſuch Principles, as are de- 
Fuctive of all Order and Diſcipline in the Church 
Chriſt, to conſider what Advantages they give 
the Enemies of the Reformation, of the Church of 
gland, and of our common Chriſtianity. = 

The Papifs, we may reaſonably fear, will be the 
eateſt Gainers from the Confuſion which this 
heme tends to introduce. For the Perplexity and 
iſtreſs which is brought upon the Mind by theſe 
inciples, ariſes from their apparent Inconſiſtency 
th the being of the Church as a wiſivle Society. 
ow, whoever is convinced, that the Church of 
hriſt is a wi/ible Society, and at the ſame time be- 
ves what theſe Authors ſo confidently affirm, that 


(a) Fiat Lux, p. 188, 189, tot. 255- R. T. Anſwer to 
Jong ben's Account of the Church Cathalick, p. 110. 
| 8 the 
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the Reformation cannot be defended but upon theſe Prineilllſe 
ples,” will want very little Perſuaſion to concludeence 
that this Reform'd Church cannot be the true Chur Het t 
of Chriſt. All the Adverſaries indeed of our Chur ey! 
concurr in advancing this Scheme, which in its infiſſplic 
mediate Conſequences tends to diſſolve its Union this 
and deftroy its external Conſtitution, and each ha nion 
their ſeveral Views of Advantage from the SucceMader 
of it. For if once the Sheep can be deprived on o 
their Shepherds; or which is all one, the Shepherd chei 
can be deprived of all Authority over them; even Jö. 
Sect has its Proſpect of gathering up the diſperſeRim'd 
and ſcatter d Flock, and uniting them to themſelveſi an 
whilſt the common Enemies of Chriſtianity hop ex 
that the ſame Arguments will, with equal Succeitheſe 
be applied to one after another, and in the Enffrerſ; 
ſubvert them All. In few words; He, who boſeq 
theſe Doctrines is convinced that the Church @ Mai 
Chrift is not a Viſible Society, will probably in], a 
little time fall to the Infidels ſhare, and He who confple P 
cludes no farther from them than that the Reform riſt's 
Church cannot ſubſiſt as a Viſible Society, will natſprehe 
rally fall a Prey to the Papiſts. And ſince it ma 
be preſumed, that the greater Part of thoſe whe 
theſe Docttines may unſettle in their Religion, ma 
be unwilling totally to depart from Chriſtianit 
the Latter have the faireſt Proſpect of being ſerve 
by them. 
That they hope for uncommon Advantages fro 
the Diſtractions to which theſe Doctrines lead, 2 
ars from their lately Reprinting Fiat Lux, ar 
other Treatiſes, whole whole Drift is to expo 
Re formati n, as founded on theſe. very Dodrin 
as its Principles; and I am aſſured, that Inſtanc 
may be produced of Perſons who merely from rea 
ing ſome late celebrated Defences of the Reform 
tion upon theſe Principles, have immediately, anti 
without any Application from the Miffionaries 
Rome, come out of their Cloſets profeſt Papifts. 
It may perhaps be ſaid, and T hope truly, . 

| che 
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ride Authors did not intend that any of theſe In- 
ludefMences ſhould be made from their Doctrines; That 
ure et they aſſert of the Equality. of all Chriſtians, 8c. 
wreiWey meant only of the Invi/ible Church; in which 
s infffplication we acknowledge it to be true. Let 
nion chis be granted; yet tis evident, that this Li- 
ha ion of their Doctrines does not appear to their 
ccceMaders, both Friends and Adverſaries underſtand. 
2d In otherwiſe, and believe it to be expreſly taught 
herd cheir Writings, that the Church of Chriſt is not 
evervi/ſible Society; and that the Powers ordinarily 
xerſeFfim'd to the Miniſters of the Church, are Prieſ- 
elvei and Uſurpation. Let theſe Authors but fairly 
hop explicitly declare themſelves to agree with us 
icceſſicheſe Points, and we have no farther any Con- 
e Enffiverſy with them; Let them but renounce thoſe 
ho b{ſnſequences, which the Weakneſs of Some, and 
rch Maiice of Others, has drawn from their Aſſer- 
y inÞs, and aſſure us, that They themſelves believe 
» confiple Principles by which the Viſible Society of 
formſWiſt's Church ſubſiſts, and we ſhall no longer 


 natiÞprehend any Danger from their Writings : But 
it maßen nothing of this is done; when They are 
wholly underſtood in a Senſe, from which Concluſi- 
„ mi are inferr'd deſtructive of Chriſtianity, we think 
1anitſf ſelves equally obliged to oppoſe theſe Conclu- 
ſerv@Þs, and prevent the Miſchieis with which They 


eaten us, whether theſe Authors intended them or 
s froſt. 
id, n the preceding Diſcourſe, I have endeavour'd 
x, al ſhew, that without any Inconſiſtency we may 
im of Chriſtians, That as Members f the Inviſible 
web, They are immediately and only Subject to Chriſt : 
d that as Members of the viſible, They are Subject to 
n reaGF«'7 Officers whom Chriſt has appointed for the external 


eformWernment of bis Church. And if the Authors above- 
ly, antion'd did not deſign to repreſent theſe two 
aracters as inconſiſtent with each other, I may 


de to receive their Thanks for reſtraining their 
Wtrines within ſuch Limitations as leave them 
with- 


* 
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without Objection: But if they have really intend- 
ed by general and unreſtrain'd Aſſertions concern- 
ing the Rights or Duties of Chriſtians ro caſt a Miſt 
before the Eyes of Men, and lead them into Con- 
clufions deſtructive of the external Conftitution of 
the Church ; I hope what has been here ſuggefted, 
will in ſome meaſure lay open the Fallacy, and pre- 11 
vent Mens being farther impoſed on by it. | 
I am ſenſible, that this Diſcourſe cannot preſume | 
to call it ſelf a complear Account of the Church of | 
Chriſt, as diſtinguiſh'd by theſe two Ideas of wifible* | 
and In viſible, a Subject of ſuch Extent and Importance, 
that any one Man's Life would be very fully and uſe- 
fully imploy'd in the Conſideration of it. But my 
Deſign oblig'd me to conſider it only fo far as appear d 
neceflary to infer this Concluſion, That what is af- 
firm'd of the Church under One Idea, is not irrecon- 
cileable with what is affirm'd of it under the Orher. 
That a great Part of the Dangers and Diſtracti- 
ons, which have either befaln or threatned this | 
Church for ſome Ages paſt, and which particularly #1 5 
alarm our Apprehenſions at preſent, may be aſcri- |; ?- 
bed principally to the Confuſion of theſe two Ideas, | * 
will appear to any one who will trace the ſeveral 
| Attempts that have been made upon our Peace and 
Conſtitution back to their Principles. The judicious 
Mr. Hooker ſaw plainly, how dangerouſly this Stum- 
bling-Block lay in the Way of Mens Inquiries into the 
4 Nature and Conſtitution of the Church. But many 
; other even among the Ornaments and Defenders of 
our Church, tho' they had the good Fortune to paſs 
by it, yet ſeem not co have pereciv:d it. None, 
however, have apply'd themſelves either to remove 
or caution Men of the Danger; it has ftill lain in 
the Way, and Multitudes have faln upon it. 7 
If any thing that has been ſuggeſted in this Di- 
courſe may place ſo much Light upon this Rock of 
1 Offence, that for the future it may more eaſily be a- 
3 „voided. or may aſſiſt any other Hand more equal 
0 14 £46 to the Work in wholly removing it, I ſhall eſteem 
%, my ſelf co have been happily employ d. FINIS. 
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